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of the next Sink or Puddle to the Place of Execu-
tion, and that Day he had Water he fhould have
no Bread, and that Day he had Bread he fhould
have no Water ; and in this Torment he was to
linger as long as Nature could linger out, {o that
oftentimes Men lived in that Extremity eight or
nine Days: Adding further, that as Life left him,
fo Judgment fhould find him. And therefore he
required him, upon confideration of thele Reafons,
advife himfelf to plead to the Country ; who not-
withftanding abfolutely refufed.

Hereupon the Lord Chief Juftice willed Sir
Lazcrence Hyde, the Queen’s Attorney, and there of
Council for the King, to manifeft unto the Au-
dicnce the Guiltinefs of the {aid #u¢ffon by his own
Confeflion, figned with his own Hand ; and if in
the Declaration thereof they may meet with any
oreat Perfons whatloever, as certainly there were
Great-Ones confederate 1n that Fa&t, he fhould
boldly and faithfally open whatfoever was necefl-
fary, and he could prove again{t them. Whereupon
Mr. dtterney began his Accufation

Firft, he charged the Countefs of Somerfet and
the Earl to be principal Movers unto this unhappy
Conclufion, Mrs. Turuer to be of the Confederacy,
and the Pay-miftrefs of the Priloner’s Reward ;
1 which the Attorney’s Boldnefs was very obfer-
vable, in terming the Countefs a dead and rotten
Branch, which being lopt off, the Noble Tree,
meaning that Noble Fanuly, would profper the
better. ~

Secondly, He procceded to the Caufe, which he
afirmed to be the Malice of the Countefs: And
the Ground of this Malice he alledged, and by
many Inaucements he evidently affirmed, That
Siv Thomas Querbiry had  diffuaded the Vifcount
Roclficr from that adulterate Marriage with the
Countels of Soizzerfct, then Countefs of Effex. And
tor this he alledged as followeth :

Sir Theias Ouverbury having divers times dif-
fuaded the Larl, then Vifcount Rocheffer, from
feeking by any means to procure Marriage with
the Countels of Effex, to which he faw the Earl
too much clined ; and having very earneft Con-
terence with the Earl one Night in private in the
Gallery at #bite-Hall concerning his Intendment,
perceiving the Earl too much at that time to de-
fire that unlawful Communication ; in the Ardency
of lis firvent AffeCion unto the Earl, and great
Prefeience of the future Mifery it would inevitably
bring unto him, (his well-beloved Lord and Friend)
uled Speeches to this Effeét

IVell, my Lord, if you do marry that flthy bafe
Wevian, you will utterly vuin your Honour and your
Jelf 5 yeu foall never do it by my Advice or Confent
and if you do, you bad beft look to fland faft.

My Lord replied, bewitched with the Love of
the faid Countefs, moved with Sir Themas Overbury
for fo flighting her, anfwered, My own Leps are

fireight aud ftroug cnough to bear me up ; but, in
Faith, I will be even with you for this: and fo
parted from him 1 a great Rage.,

This Conference was over-heard by fome in an
adjoining Room, and their Depofitions for the
Truth thereof were read in Court,

Altho’ this Conference moved the Earl to fuch
a fudden Choler, yet it feemed Sir Thomas Qver-
buiy conceited it no otherwife than a fudden ex-
treme Diftemperature or Paffion, and not a final
Conclufion of their Bofom-Friend as before, in
which the Earl feemed rectprocal 5 howloever, in

hi:v,f Double-Dealing it feemed to be clearly other-
wife, |
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For upon this the Earl moved the King to ap-
point Sir Thomas Overbury Ell@bﬂﬂ'&dor for Reffia,
The King, willing to prefer Siv Thaomas Overbury,
as one whofe Worth and Valour was not unknown
to his Majeflty, accordingly adjoined him that Ser-
vice 5 the which Sir Thomas was molt willing to
accept of, as a gracious Afpect of the King towards
him ;: which Willingnefs of his was proved by the
Depofition of two or three {everal Witnefles read
in Court, and by the Oath of Sir Dudly Dipgs, who
voluntarily, at the Arraignment in open Court, up-
on his Oath, witnefled how Sir Thomas had impast-
ed to him his Readinefs to be imployed on an Em-
baffage,

The Earl as well abufing the King’s Favours,
in moving to fhew Favour where he meant the
Party fhould take no Benefit, as bearing unhonefk
Friendfhip, in Conference with Sir Thonias con-
cerning that Imployment, perfuaded him to refufe
to ferve Embaflador, where (quoth he) I fhall ner
be able to perform fuch Kindnefs to your advan-
tage, as having you with me s and (quoth he) if
you be blamed or comnutted for ir, care not, I
will quickly free you from all harm.  Sir Thosmas,
thus betrayed by a Friend, refufed to ferve in that
nature; whercupon he was committed to the,
Tower,

Being thus committed, he was prefently commiz-
ted clofe Prifoner, and a Keeper he muft have; anid
who muft that be but this 2Z7¢fon, who was com-
mended by the Countels of Ejfex to Sir Thsmas
Monfou, to be by him recommended over unto the
Lieutenant of the Zotwer, to be Keeper to Sir Zho-
mas Querbury.  Sir Toomas Monfon, according to
the Countefs’s Requeft, commended the faid /7effor
to Sir Jervis Elvis; whereupon the faid Lieutenant
entertained the fud 77eflon, and appointed him o
keep Sir Thomas Qveibuiy.  The faid 77iftoir, upon
his own Confeflion read in Court, figned with his
Mark, had during the time that fhe was Cous-
tefs of Effex, been a Procurer and Pander to the
faid Ear), then Vifcount Rochefer, and the Countefs
of Effex, for the conveying and effefting of their
adulterate Defires, which they did divers times
confummate, meeting in Mrs, Turner*s Houfe once
between the Hours of Eleven and Twelve, and at
Haminer fmith, and at divers times elfewhere, for
that purpofe ; that now, by the Procurement of the
Countefs, (who hated Sir Thomas Ouverdury, for be-
ing a good Means to keep them from contaminating
themfelves with fuch lultful Embracements, and
from the purpofed Marriage they mutually Jaboured
to compafs) her Pander was become his Keeper, a
hit Agent for Luft and Murder.

Wefton now being become Sir Thomas Quverbury’s
Keeper, kept him fo clofe, that he fearce had the
Comfort of the Day’s Brightnefs 5 neither fuffered
he any one to vifit him, Father, Brother, his beft
Friends, his nearelt Kindred. were Strangers to
him from the beginning of his Imprifonment unto
the end. '

Mrs. Turiter, upon the firft day’s keeping, pro.-
mifed to give him a contenting Reward, if he
fhould adminifter fuch things to Sir Thomas Oves-
bury, as fhould be fent unto him, thinking him a
fit Inftrument to compafs black Murder, that was
fo well acquainted with foul Luft; and fo indeed
they found him, for he agreed and did promife to
adminifter whatfoever fhe would fend him., Mys.
Turner, upon this murderous Promife, the very
fame day that #¢fton became Sir Thomas Qverbury's
Keeper, being the 6th day of May 1613, fent

unto
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unto him the faid #effon certain yellow Poifon,

called Rofalgar, in a Vil
Wefton having received that Poifon, the afore-

faid 6th of May at Night, bringing Sir Thomas

Ouverbury’s Supper in one hand, and the Vial of

Poifon in the other, meets with the Lieutenant,
and afks him in thefe terms, Sir, fhall I give it bim
sow ? Upon this word Now, the Lord Chief Juf-
tice demurs, to aggravate the Malicioufnefs ; af-
firming that this Particle Now, fhewed a Refolu-
tion to poifon him. What fhall you give him ?
replies the Lieutenant. #effon replies, As if you
did not know, Sir. The Licutenant blaming him,
he carries the Poifon into an inner Room, which
Wefton, the gth of May, did adminifter to Sir Tho-
mas Overbury in Broth, This was proved bioth by
IWefton and the Lieutenant’s Confeffion.

Wefton having giving this Poifon, which wrought
very vehemently with him by Vomits and extreme
Purging, he prefently demands his reward of
Mrs. Turner, who replies, That the Man is not yet
dead, perfest your Work, and you fhall have your
Hire. This was alfo confefled by #eftor under his
Marks.

Sir Thomas Overbury, by his clofe Imprifonment,
growing fick, and daily languithing, after three or
four Weeks fpace (confidering he had not got his
Freedom and Releafe, having no Friends fuffered
to come unto him, but only fuch as the Earl fent
to comfort him, of his own Followers) writ to the
Earl to remember his Imprifonment ;3 who re-
ceived an{wer, The Time would not fuffer, but fo
foon as poffible might be, be would haften bis Delivery :
fo indeed it feems he intended to do, but not fo as
Sir Thomas Ouerbury conceived, whofe true Affec-
tion would not admit his Judgment to debate the
ftrangenefs of his Imprifonment, which he might
well think the Earl might eafily have relieved.

The 5th of June, Vifcount Rocheffer fent a Letter
to Sir Thomas Overbury ; In the Letter he fent him
a white Powder, willing Sir Thomas to take it « I}
will (quoth he) make you more fick, but fear not, I
will make this a means for your Delivery, and for the
recovery of your Health, Sir Zhomas Querbury never
dreaming of bafe Treachery, but conceiving it as a
friendly Policy, received the faid Powder, which
wrought upon him more vehemently ; whereupon
his Sicknefs grew more vehement or violent, and
his Languifhment increafed : which white Pow-
der, upon #efton’s Confeflion, was Poifon.

Sir Thomas Ouverbury’s Sicknefs increafing, and
with 1t his wondering that he could not in two
Months {pace be releafed, after his Phyfick taking,
he thus writes to the Earl, lamenting his own
Eltate s for his Faith being thus fhaken with the
Earl's Unkindnefs, gave way for his Judgment
to fcan thofe Aétions, rather like an underftanding
Man, than like a loving Friend, as appeareth by
his Letter {fent to Vifcount Rochefter, the Eftelt
whereof was thus, as it is averred by the Depo-
fition of Sir Thomas Querbury’s Servants, who faw
the Letter.

Sir Thomas Overbury’s Létter 1o tzre Vifcount
Rochefter.
§ IR,

¢ I Wonder you have not yet found means to ef-
¢ B felt my Delivery, but I remember you faid,
¢ you would be even with me,® [not fufpeting, as
it feemeth, any Poifoning, but an unkind Forget-

fulnefs of my Lord of Rochefter] ¢ and fo indeed
“you are; but afflure yourfelf, my Lord, if you

-
J

¢ do not releafe me,. but fuffer me thus to die; my
* Blood will be required at your hands.’

My Lord comforts him, and excufes; that it
cannot yet be compafled : Sir Thomas, after the
Powder taken, languitheth deadly, and to comfort
him, fome Followers of my Lord of Rochefier’s
are {ent to him daily, in the name of my Lord,
by the appointment and procurement too of the
Lady of Effex (as Wefton confeffed) to vifit and
comfort him, 'and to intreat him if he defired any
Meat, that he fhould fpeak, and it might be better
perhaps provided for him, than he fhould have in
the Tower : this was about three Months after his
Imprifonment.

‘He (as Men fick defire lufcious Meats) defired

Tarts and Jellies, which were provided by Mrs.
Turner, with the knowledge of the faid Countefs,
and fent unto him; of which he did eats the
which Tarts were poifoned with Mercury Sublimate,
not being fo well coloured as other Tarts are, and
Wefton confefled that he was ftraitly charged not o
tafte thereof. —
" Sir Thomas thus continuing languithing with the
Extremity of Sicknefs, until the 6th of September,
when the aforefaid Mrs. Turuer did procure an
Apothecary’s Boy for twenty Pounds to poifon a
Clyfter, which was by the Boy and #effon after-
wards adminiftred as good Phyfick, upon the 7th
day of Offober 5 after the Receipt of the Clyfter, he
fell into a great Extremity of Vomiting, and other
Purging, which left him not, tll it caufed his
Soul to leave his poifoned Body : this #eftor con-
fefled and figned.

Being thus dead, he was prefently and very un-
reverently buried in a Pit, digged in a very mean
place; on his Body thus venomoulfly infected, ap-
peared divers Blains and Blifters : whereupon they,
to take away as well his good Name, as his Life,
did flanderoufly report, that he died of the French
Pox ; but this Report was cleared in Court, by
the Depofitions of his Servants, and other Men of
Worth there read.

That before his Imprifonment, he had a clean
and found Body, only he had an Iffue in his Left
Arm, purpofely made for the benefit of his Na-
ture, for the avoiding of Rheum and ill Humours,
which, with continual fitting at his Study, he had
fubjected himfelf unto.

He further obferved the Confeflion of the Lieu-
tenant to be, that if any Prifoner died there, his

.Body was to be viewed, and Inquifition to be taken

by the Coroner.

But Sir Thomas Ouerbury’s Friends and others,
by no means might be fuffered to fee his Body ;
and altho’ it was reported, that there was an Inqui-
fition taken, yet it could by no means be found.

After Mr, Attorney had ended his Speech, Mr.
Warr alfo of Council for the King, declared to the
Court what Familiarity he had with Sir Thomas,
being both of the Temple together, much com-
mending his {ingular, honeft and virtuous Con-
verfation 3 affirming, That he was addited to no
difhoneft Aétions: and from this he proceeded to
urge his fad Ufage in the Tower, where he might
hive no Company, but the Apothecary.and the
Walloon ; and repeating the fending of the Tarts
and Jellies in my Lord of Semerfer’s Name, he
ended his Speech with this Saying, Pereat unus, ne
pereant omnes 5 pereat peccans, ne pereat Refpub.
Then, by the Commandment of the Court, were
read by Mr, Fenfbaw the Examinations of divers

Witnefles
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Witnefles taken before my Lord Chief Juftice and
others, which in effe€t were as follows.

Lautence Davies, Servant to Sir Thomas Over-
bury, examin’d the 15th of Oltober, before the
Lord Chief Fuftice,

He faith, That he had {erved Sir Thomas Qver-
bury eight or nine Years ; in all which time he was
very healthful, and never kept his Bed for any
Sicknefs, only he was fometimes troubled with the
Spleen, for eafe whercof, he had by the Advice
of his Phyfician an Iffue made in his Left Arm;
but before his Imprifonment, he had no Sores,
Blifters, or other Defets in all his Body.

Alfo he faith, Sir Thomas would have gone over
upon the Embaflage, but was diffuaded by §o-
merfel, who promifed to bear him out: he com-
pluned, he needed not to be Prifoner if Somerfet
would ; and that if he died, his Blood would be
required at his hands,

That Semerfet was as good as his word, who told
him at Newmarket, he would be even with Sir
Thomas Overbury.

Henry Payton, another Servant of Sir Thomas Over-
bury’s, examined the 15th of Olober, 1015,

He affirmeth, that Sir Thomas was of a very
good Conltirution of Body, that he ufed fome-
times to run, to play at Fouls, and fuch ke ; that
he was of a moderate Diet, never had any Sores,
faving the Iffue in his Arm,

That Sir Thomas wrote Letters to Somerfet, fig-
nifying, that he peeded not to lie in Prifon if So-
smerfet would, and if he died, his Blood fhould be
required at his hands.

‘That Str Thomas, at one of the Clock at Night,
meeting Somerfet in the Gallery at 7Vhiteball, had
Speeches with him touching the Countefs, whom
he called bafe Woman, and told Semer/es, he weuld
overthrow all the King’s Favours and Honours ;
and upon Difpleafure between them at this Con-
ference, Sir Thomas Quverbury defired Somerfes that
he might have his Portion due, and he would fhift
for himfelf. Whereunto Somerfet anfwer'd, And
my Legs are {traight enough to carry me; and fo
Hung away i Anger. All which this Examinant
heard, being in a Chamber next to the Gallery,

Sir Dudley Diggs being prefent in Court, and
iworn, declared wive wvoce, that he was fent by
a Privy Counfellor (a great Man) to Sir Thomas
Querbury, to bring him to this great Man, which
he did ; and coming back together over the Water
in a Boat, Sir Thomas was much difcontented ;
the Reafon whereof he faid was, That he was per-
fuaded by the great Man to withdraw himfelf
from the Court for fome Reafons which he dif-
clofed not: And Sir Dudley afterwards being fent
by the Lords, to know the Refolution of Sir 74s-
mas touching the Embaflage, he found him to rely
upon the Lord of Somerfet, faying, My precious
Chief knows the King’s Mind better than any, and
I the Mind of my precious Chief.

Richard Welton the Prifoner examined, the 6th of
Oc&ober, 1615, coram Coke & Crew.

He affirmeth, That before Sir Thomas Overdury
was 1n the Tower, he, this Examinant, carried
three Leteers to Somerfet, from the Lady Efex, to
Royfton, Newmarket, and Hampton-Court, and he
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delivered Anfwer to Mrs, Turner 5 and that upon
the Letter to Hampton-Court, he had anfwer only
by word of Mouth, That his Lordfhip would
come: And that coming back, he met with the
Countefs and Mrs, Turner half way, in the Coach,
whom he told, that the Lord only anfwered fo ;
whereupon the Countefs ftrook out of the way into
a Farmer’s Houfe hard by, whither within a little
{pace Somerfet came, and that afterwards they met
in the Night at Mrs, Turner’s Houfe in Pater-nofter-
Row. And he confefleth, that of a Year before
Sir Thomas’s 1mprifonment, no Man carried Let-
ters between them but he,

Sir Thomas Monfon examined the 5th of Oftober.
coram Coke & Crew,

He faith, that he never knew W7¢ffon until Sir
Thowmas Querbury was Prifoner in the Tower; and
that he preferred him to the Lieutenant, to be
Keeper of Sir Thomas Overbury, at the Requeft of
the Countefs,

Anne Turner Widow, examined the 11¢h of O&o-
ber, 1615. coram Coke & Crew.

She faith, That #effor was an antient Servaat,
and her Hufband’s Bailiff in the Country : She de-
nieth to have any thing to do in placing him in the
Tower ; but faith, that the Countels of Effex did
effect it, and ufed the heip of Sir Thomas Monfon

therein,

Sir Jervis Elves examined the 3d of Otkober, 1615,
coram Coke & Crew.

He faith, He had 2 Letter from Sir Themas
Monfon, requefting him, that #effen might be
Keeper of Sir Thomas Overbury, and that he did
perform it; and afterwards having conference with
Sir Thomas Monfon, he told him, That his Keeper
was not to fuffer any Letters or Tokens, or any
things to be delivered unto him.

Richard Wefton the Prifoncr examined again.

He confeficth, He fhewed him the Glafs that
was delivered him by his Son from the Countefs
to the Lieutenant, and told him, that it came from
the Countefs of Effex, and that he perfuaded him
not to give it to Sir Tootuas.

He faith, That he had divers Tarts from the
Countefs, to give to Sir Thomas, with Caveats that
he himfelf fhould not tafte of them; and con.
foffeth, that he thought they were poifoned.

He faich Mrs. Turner appointed him to come
to White-bell, and that fhe dealt with him to give
Sir Themas Overbury the Water, and told him, he
fhould not drink therecof; and was promifed a
great Reward, and he {ufpeéted it was Poifon.,
His Son afterwards delivered him the Glafs, which
he thewed to the Lieutenant, who rebuked him,
and fo he fet the Glafs 1n a Study near to Sir Tho-
mas’s Chamber, but gave it him not; altho’ he
told Mrs, Turner, the next day, he had given the
Water, which made Sir Thomas to vomir often,
and to be exceeding {ick,

Fle faith, Mr. Fasmes and Mrs. Rawlins, Servants
to the Countefs, came often to know of the Exami-
nant, how Sir Tocinas Overbury did, and what he
would eat; and they delivered him Jelliesand Tarts,

which he gave Sir Thomas, who did eat thereof,
He
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He faith, He demanded of Mrs, Tur#er his Re-
ward, who anfwered, He was to have no Reward
until Sir Thomas was dead, and he was promifed
a Purfuivant’s Place’y but confeffeth, that after-
wards, at two feveral times, he received fecretly
after the Death of Sir Thomas, for a Reward of
Mrs. Turner from the Countefs, 180/,

William Wefton, Son 2o the Prifoner, examined.

He confeffeth, He received a Glafs from the
Countefs, (by her Servant) two Inches long, being
wrapped in Paper, which he delivered to his Fa-
ther in the Tower,

Then was read the Confeffion of the Lieutenant to
the King,

He faith, That #effon met him, carrying Sir
Thomas’s Supper in the one Hand, and the Glals
in the other, and demanded of the Lieutenant
this, §iry fball I give it bim now ? Whereat the
Lieutenant ftepped to him, and atked him, What ?
to which Wefton faid, Why Sir, know you not
what is to be done ? And fo the Lieutenant having
made him to confefs the Matter, dtffuaded him,
and he feemed to be refolved not to doit: and
afterwards this #effon confeffed, that an Apothe-
cary had twenty Pounds for adminiftring a Clyfter
to Sir Thomas Querbury.

Wetton, the Prifoner, examined before the Lord
Zouch and others.

Confefleth, That Sir Thomas had a Clyfter which
gave him {ixty Stools and a Vomit; alfo being
confronted, with the Writings of Sir Fervis Elwes,
and charged therewith, he confefleth the fame to

be true.
Stmon Marfon, Mufician, examined ;

Saith, He ferved Sir Thomas Monfon ix Years,
and is preferred by him to the King’s Service, but
walteth fometimes upon Sir Toomas Monfon 5 he
faith, That he received divers Tarts and Jellies
from the Countefs of £ffex, to be carried to the
Lieutenant of the Tower for Sir Thomas Gveroury.

Paul de la Bell, examined

Saith, That on the 3d of Fuly, he made Sir Tho-
sas Querbury a Bath by Dr. Micham’s Advice, to
cool his Body, and that he faw his Body very ex-
ceeding fair and clear; and again, be faw his Body
(being dead) full of Blifters, and fo confumed a-
way, as he never faw the like Body.

George Rawlins, # Kiunfinan to Sir Thomas Over-
: bury, examined ;

Saith, That upon the Bruit of the Murder of
Sir Thomas, he was taxed by fome, why he made
no Profecution ; he thereupon made a Petition, and
delivered it to the King, that the Examination of
the Canfe might be referred to Law, and denieth
that he was perfuaded by any to the contrary ¢ he
faith, that he coming often to the Tower to fee
Sir Thomas, could not be {uffered to fee him fo
much as out at the Windows; and #effen told

Vou, L

him, it was the Commandment of the Council,
and of the Lieutenant,

The Licutenant of the Tower examinid, coram Cokg
| & Crew,

He faith, That after the Death of Sir Zhomas,
Wefton came to him, and told him he was much
neglected and flighted by the Countefs, and could
receive no Reward ; but afterwards he confefled
he had recetved 100/, and fhould receive more:
and the Lieutenant alfo faith, that Sir Thomas
Overbury was very angry with his Apothecary at
certain Vomits which he had, and alfo at the Tarts
and Jellies he had, which would be found within
a day or two ftanding, ill-coloured, and that no
body did eat thereof but Sir Thomas 5 and Wefton
confefled unto him, that the Apothecary had twenty
Pounds for adminiftring the Clyfter.

“Thefe Examinations being read and applied to
the purpofe, the Lord Chief Juftice faid, he would
difcharge his Duty, firft to God, in giving all
Glory, for the bringing to light of fo horrible and
wicked a Faé ; and nextc to the King, his great
Mafter, who as in cafe of the like nature, asin
the cafe of Zanguer and Turner, {o efpecially in this,
hath given ftraight charge of juft and due Exami.
nation to be had, without any manner of Partia-
lity or Fear in the World ; to the intent, that as
well the Innocent might be freed, as the Nocent
and Guilty feverally punifhed.

And for this purpofe, his Majelty hath with his
own Hand written two Sheets of Paper on both
fides, concerning Juftice to be adminifired to all
Parties which were to be examined ; which Wris
ting, the Lord Chief Juftice fhewed to the Lord
Mayor, and the reft of the Commiffioners; and
then he declared the King’s Juftice, who, albeic
the many Favours and Honours which his Majefty
had beftowed on the Lord Somerfes, and his near-
nefs to his Perfon, by reafon of his Office, yet he
had committed him Prifoner to the Dean of /7gf-
minfier’s Houle, under the Cuftody of Sir Oliver
§t. Fobn, and alfo had committed his Lady. So
having laft of all (again) demanded of the Pri-
foner, 1f he would put himfelf to be try’d by the
Country ! which he refufed ; |

The Court was adjourn’d until Monday {ollow-
ing, at two of the Clock in the Afternoon.

On Monday the 23d of Offober, 1615, to which
day the Court was adjourned by the faid Commil-
fioners, after Proclamation made, the Jury of
Life and Death called, the Prifoner #¢ffon was fet
to the Bar, and Mr. Fenfhaw Clerk of the Crown
declared unto him, that he had been formerly
arraigned, and had pleaded Not Guilty ; fo he
demanded of him, how he would be tried : where-
upon the Prifoner anfwered, By God and his
Country. And thereupon the Jury being {worn,
and the Indi¢tment being read as'before, Sir Lax-
rence Hyde the Queen’s Attorney being of Council
with the King, having briefly rebearfed the Effect
of the Indiftment, fhewed how that he muft ne-
ceflarily mention others that were guilty of the
fame Fatt, wherein if any other Man or Woman
were touched, the Caufe it was, and not he that
touched them, '

And therefore Jeffon being but a Stranger to
Sir Thomas. Querbury, and one, who by himfelf
could reap no benefit b{j his Death, 1t was againﬂi

u | al
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Af1 reafon that he would do it of himfelf, there-

fore (faid he) I muft needs open the whole Plot 5

and he firft declared the Worth and Honefty of
Siv Thomas Ovérbiry, fhewed his Familiarity with
Rochefter, and how often he willed him to forbear
the Company of the Lady Effex, terming her a
vile and bafe Woman, which ftirred up the Anger
and Malice of the Countefs againft him.

. ..And that afterwards, the King intended, for the
Honour and Preferment of Sir Themas Querbury,
to fend him upon an Embaffage ; whereunto he was
willing, but was dealt with and perfuaded by the
Lotd Roechefter, to dilobey the King’s Direttion
and Counfel, with Promifes that he would bear
him qut; by which contempt Sir Thomas was com-
mitted to the Tower the 22d of April, 1613. Sir
William Wade being Lieutenant of the Tower:
the 6th of May following, Sir William was remo-
ved, and Sir Fervis Efwes put in his place.

And the next day after, #efton, by the procure-
ment of the Countefs, was preferred to the Service
of the Lieutenant, and to be Keeper of Sir Thomas ;
which #zfton had been Servant to Mrs, Turner,
and the only Agent in conveying Letters and
Meffages between Rochefter and the Countefs:
and he, whofe Office fhould have been to fave
and keep, was now appointed to kill and murder
him, |

He fhewed, how .the very fame day of his kn-
tertainment at the Tower, he was fent for to the
Countefs, who perfuaded him, that if he would
oive Sir Thomas 2 Water that thould be delivered
him, he fhould be well rewarded, and ihe bid him
not tafte of it himfelf.

And that the gth of the fame Month of May, the
faid Water was fecretly fent from the Countefs to
Wefton by his Son 3 and the fame Night Weffor
meeting with the Lieutenant, and having Sir Z/o-
mas’s Supper in one Hand, and the faid Glafs in
the other, he demanded of the Lieutenant, Sir,
fhall I give it him now? Whereupon the Lieutenant
took him afide, and diffuaded him fo far forth, that
he confefled, he thanked God upon his Knees, that
he had met wicth him,

‘But Mr, Attorney obferved this notwithitanding,
that the Lieutenant did let him go away with the
Poifon 3 and albeit he now denieth he ever gave
the Poifon, yet faid he deliver’d ic: he confeffed
to Mrs. Turner he had done 1t, faying, It made
him very fick, and to vomit often, demanding of
her his Reward ; to which fhe anfwered, He was
not to have his Reward until Sir Thomas were dead.
Then he thewed how the laft of 7rae following, a
certain Powder was fent in a Letter to Sir Thomas
Oderbury from Rochefier, perfuading him not to
fear,..tho’ it made him fick, for that fhould be
his Reafon to move the King for his Enlarge-
ment. |

_ And that the 14th of September; HWeflon and the
Apothecary miniftred the t‘lyﬁer to Sir Thomas,
which gave him {ixty Stools and Vomits, and that
he died the nextday ; he remember’d the ftrangenefs
of the Botches and Blifters on his Body, being
dead : he fhewed how #efton came to Mrs, Turner
for his Reward, which was deferred till his Death ;
and that he had received in fecret from the Coun-
tefs by Mrs, Turner at {feveral times for his Reward
180/, and that the Apothecary had for his Reward
20/, All which #efton had confefled to be true.

Then remembring how 1gnominioufly they bu-
ried him, not fuffering any to fee him, for fear he
fhould be digged up again, and without any Co-
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ronér’s In'q‘qe'ﬁ.tthat fhould be found ; and thus he
ended his Speech.

And toall thisopened and fet forth by Mr. At-
torney, Mr. #4r only added thus much, which:
he defired the Jury to confider, That W7efion was
Servant to Mrs; Turner, when Sir Thomas was com-
mitted, and then he was entertained and made
Keeper to Sit Thotias Querbury s and having. dif-
patched his Bufinefs (Sir Thomas being dead and
poifoned) he ftay’d no longer at the Tower, but
retirns again to Mrs, Turuer, |

Then the Lord Chief Juftice exhorted the Jury
to take God before their Eyes, and with equal Bal:
lance to weigh as well the Anfwer of the Priloner,
as the Proofs and Examinations againft him ; de-
claring unto them how quietly and freely he had
examined him from time to time, without menacing
or rough Ufage, which the Prifoner confefled :
and my Lord, for matter of Law, fatisfied the
Jury, That albeit the Poifoning in the Indictment
be faid to be with Rofalgar, HWhite Arfenick, and
Mercury Sublimate, yet the Jury were not to expect
precife Proof in that Point, fhewing how impoffi-
ble it were to convict a Poifoner, who ufeth not to
take any Witneffes to the compofing of his fibber
Sauces : wherefore he declared the Law in the'like
Cafe; As if a Man be indicted for murdering a
Man with a Dagger, and it fall out upon Evidence
to have been done with a Sword or with a Rapier,
or with neither, but with a Stafl'; in this Cafe
the Infirument fkilleth not, fo that the Jury find
the Murder. And fo in this Prifo-
ner's Cafe, if they would be fatishied of
the Poifoning, it fkilleth not with
what 3 therefore he requireth them to attend the
Proof.

Then were read, firft the Examinations of Lay-
reice Davies, as ac the firft Arraignment 5 then of
Henry Payton, both Servants to Sir Thomas Quver-
bury 5 then of #zflon himfelf formerly read.

3 (o, Inft,
19- 135,

Then the Examination of 8ir David Wood, faken the
21/} of O&ober, 16135, fice the firft Arraignment.

He faith, He had obtained the King’s Confent
to a Suit, for which he was a Petitioner, and thic
he was croffed by the Lord Rochefier and Sir Thomas
Overbury : that for certain Words he had received
from Sir Thomas Overbury, he ntended to bafti-
nado him ; that his Suit would have been worth
2200 /. and that Rachefter would not let it pafs,
unlefs he might have 1200/

That the Lady Effex fent for this Examinant
upon the day that the King and Queen went to
Rochefier with the Lady Elizabeth, and told him,
fhe underftood that he had recetved much Wrong
from Sir Thomas Querbnry, and that he was a Gen-
tleman that could revenge himfelf; and that Sir
Thomas had much wronged her : and Sir David an-
fwered, that Sir Thomas had refufed him the
Field ; fhe perfuaded him to kill him, and pro-
mifed him 1000/, for his Reward, and Protection
from his Enemies : which he refufed, faying, He
would be loth to hazard going to Tyburn upon a
Woman’s Word ; but fhe {till perfuaded him he
might eafily do 1t, as he returned late home from
Sir Charles Wilmot’s in his Coach.

Thensvere réad the Examinations of Sir Thomas Mon-
fon and Mrs, Turner,"as at the fitft Arraignmens.
Next, the Examination of Weffon before the

Lord Zouch, and Sir Ralph Windwaod, Sir Thowas

Parry,
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Parry, and Sir Foulke Grevill, at the Duchy-houfe,
the 2gth of September, 1615. where Wefton did
confefs, that he was preferred to the keeping of
Sir Thomas Querbury, by Mrs, Turner, upon the
means and requeft of Sir Thomas Monfon, to the
Lieutenant 3 and that fhe told him, If he would
give Siv Thomas Owerbury a Water which the
Countefs would fend him, he fhould be well re-
warded ; and being confronted with a Relation in
Writing, which Sir Fervis Elves had made to the
King, as touching Sir Thomas Querbury, he con-
feffed the fame to be all true,

The Examination of the Licutenant, taken the gthof
O¢tober, 1615.

He faith, That having conferred with his Ser-
vants about the time of #&fon’s coming to the
Tower, he found it to be the very next day after
himfelf was made Lieutenant, and had the Poflef-
fion of the Tower ; and that he had Letters from
Sir Thomas Monfon, that Weffon might be Keeper
to Sir Thomas Overbury ; which Letters he had Joft.
Sir Thomas Monfon told him the chief Purpofe of
Wefton's keeping of Sir Thomas Overbury, was, to
fuffer no Letters or other Meflengers to pals to or
from him, and to that purpofe he advifed the Licu-

enant.

Wefton’s Examination the 5th of Olober, 1613,

He confeffeth, That the next day he was pre-
ferred to the Tower, he had the keeping of Sir
Thomas Querbury, and foon after he received the
Glafs by his Son fecretly from the Countefs ; and
that the Licutenant told him, all the Tarts came
likewife from her: and he confeffeth, the Countefs
willed him to give them to Sir Thamas, but not to
talte of them himfelf,

Weflton’s Examination the 1/ of Octaber, 1613,

Confefleth, That Mrs, Turuner appointed him to
come to White-ball to the Countefs, the next day
that he was at the Tower; and that he went, and
the Countefs did requeft him to give to Sir Thomas
Querbury a Water, which fhe would deliver him,
but not to drink of it himfclf; fhe promifed to
give him a goed Reward, and he fufpeted it was
Poifon : he received the Glafs by his Son, and told
the Lieutenant of it, who did rebuke him, and he
fet the Glafs into a little Study. He confefleth, he
told Mrs, Turner he had given it him, and de-
manded his Reward ; that Mr. Fames and Mr,
Rawlins, my Lord of Somerfer’s Men, came often
to know of him what Tarts, Jellies, or Wine Sir
Thoseas would have, and that they brought divers
times Tarts and Jellies, whereof he did eat.

He confeffeth to have received of the Countefs
in Rewards, after Siv Thomas Overbury's Death, by
Mrs. Turner fecretly, inall 1804,

Tte Confeffion of the Licutenant fo his Majefly.

After IWefton was placed in the Tower, he met
with me with Sir Thomas’s Supper, and the Glafs,
and afked me, Sir, fhall I give it bim now @ Where-
in I protelt unto your Majefty my Ignorance, as
I would alfo be glad to proteft the fame to the
World: fo I privately conferred with #7%fon, and
by this means made him affured unto me, and

knew all, but diffuaded him; and A%fon has,
Vor, L
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fince the Death of Sir Thomas Overbury, confefled
to me, that the Clyfter was his Overthrow, and
the Apothecary had 20/, for adminiftring it.

Your Majefty’s Servant,
Sir Jervis Elves,

Here the Lord Chief Juftice obferved by this
Queftion of Weffon to the Lientenant, Shall I give
it bim now# that it was certainly agreed and plot-
ted before what thould be done, and that nothing
more was doubted on but the time When it fhould
be done,

The Teftimony of Lawrence Davies, taken upon Oarh
before Coke and Crew.

He affirmeth, that #eflon delivered him a Let-
ter from Sir Thomas Querbury to Rocheffer, the Ef-
feét whereof was, that he would do his Endeavour
in being a means of Friendthip between Rochefter
and {ome others; but as touching the Marriage
with the Countefs of Effex, he would never give his
confent: and alfo brisging a Letter from Rochefter
to Sir Thomas Overbury, he delivered it to #¥efton,
and a Paper of white Powder fell out, which Ro-
chefter perfuaded Sir Thomas to eat, and not to fear,
tho’ it made him fick, for that thould be a means
for his Enlargement ; fo they put the Powder into
the Letter again. He faith, that he faw fome part
of the Powder in 27¢fton’s hands after the Death of
Sir Thomas Querbury.

Then were read the Examinations of WilliamWefton
and Paul de 1a Bell, as af the fir} drraignment.

The Examination of George Rawlins,

George Rawlins Efgs the 15th of Ofober, 1613,
faith, Thatupon the Bruit of poifoning of Sir Thos-
mas Overbury, being taxed of divers, for that he
ftirred not in the Matter, Sir Thomas being his
Kin{man and Means of his Preferment; he did of
him{elf prefer a Petition to the King, that the
Caufe might be referred to the Judges of the Law,
for ordinary Courfe of Juftice, rather than ro the
Lords of the Council, by them to be examined ;
of which he had a gracious Anfwer: and faith,
that of fourteen days before the death of Sir Tho-
mas Querbury, he could never be fuffered to fee
him, either in his Chamber, or at the Window ;
which, #%efion {aid, wasthe Commandment of the
Lords and the Lieutenant,

And here the Lord Chief Jultice declared whar
a Scandal they put upon his Majefty and the State,
that 2 Gentleman and a Freeman, being only com-
mitted upon Contempt, fhould be more ftreightly
and clofely kept than a Traitor or a Bond-Slave, {o
that neither his Father, Brother, nor Friend might
pofiibly {ee him, And to that Point, Mr, Over-
bury, Father to Sir Thomas, fwore, being prefent
in Court; who faid, That his Son being Prifoner
in the Tower, and himfelf not being fuffered to
have Accefs unto him, found at laft, that Rochefier
was the Man that withftood it.

The Licutenant examined the 5th of Qober;

Saith, That after the Death of Sir Thosias Qver-
bury, Wefton told him, That he was negle&ted by
the Countefs, and demanded his Reward: Mis.

Uu 2 Tunruer
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Turner told him, The Countefs had not Money ;
but afterwards he confefled, he had received fome,
and fhould have more; and that Mr, Fames told
him, my Lord of Somerfe; would reward him for
the Pains he took with Sir Thomas Overdury. He
faith, Thart the Tarts were fent from the Countels
to Sit Thomas, which looked ill-favouredly, and
that the Jellies, with a little ftanding, would be
furred, and thinketh they were potfoned: alio
IWeflon told him, that the Apothecary had zo/
for giving the Clylfter, and that he was poifoned
with that Clyfter,

Here was well obferved by the Court, as by the
Queen’s Attorney, That 7Vylon was not fingle 1n
his Confeflion, but whenfoever e had confeffed
any thing n any of his Examinations, it was like-
wife confirmed by the Examinations of others, as
the Lieutenant, his Son, &9,

The Examination of William Goare, one of the She-
7iffs of London ;

Saith, eftan being in his Cuftody, he often
perfuaded him to put himfelf to be tried by his
Country, telling him, he would firlt kill himfelf,
and afk God Iorgivenefs afterwards: and Weflo
anfwered, He hoped he would not make a Net to
catch little Birds, and let the great ones go.

Then My, 7Zarr craving leave of the Court to
fpeak, protefted, 1n his Experience he never found
a Bufinefs fo profecuted with degrees of Malice,
which was the Ground of Sir Thomas Overdury’s
Overthrow : he urged the Evidence in the Exami-
nation of Sir David Heod, and fhewed the Rea-
fons of the Malice againft him to be, for that he
was fo great an Impediment to Affections, Then
he made the Dependency Mrs, Turner had to the
Lady, and #efton to Mrs, Turner, and how they
all concluded to kill Sir Thomas Overbury, the like
whereof he fiid our Fathers never faw before us ;
and he Jamented the Place from whence the Poifon
came, fhould be from the Ceurt, the Place (faid
he) from whence all Men expect their Safeties and
Protection.

Laitly, He obferved the Fiuger of God, even in
this, that the Poifon had been fcarcely fufpeted
at all, or enquired after, had it not been for the
extraordinary ftrange Things appearing after his
Death, which was the frft only caufe of Sufpicion
and Muttering.

The Evidence being given, #efton was demand-
ed what he could fay for himfelf? Who, altho® he
had before confefied all his Examinations to be true,
yet he feemed to excufe himfelf in a kind of Igno-
rance or Unawares: he faid, he received the faid
Glafs, and thought it was not good, but denied
the giving of it to Sir Thomas. Being demanded,
Why he had formerly accufed one Franklin, for
delivering him the faid Glafs from the Countefs ?
(from whom indeed it was fent ;) He confeffed it
was to fave lus Child : and finally could fay nothing
that had any colour of material or fubftantial Point
to excufe or argue Innocency in him. So the Court
referred him to the Jury; who went together, and
within a fhort Space returned, being agreed upon
their Verdict, and there at the Bar gave in, that
Wefton was guilty of the felonious Murdering and
Poifoning of Sir Thomias Overdury.  And then the
Clerk of the Crown demanded of #effon, What

hic could [ay for himfelf, why Judement thould not

23. The Trial of Richard Wefton
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be pronounced againft him according to Law ? To
which he anfwered, He referred himfclf to my
Lord, and to the Country. And then the Lord
Chiet Juftice, beforec he pronounced Sentence of
Death, fpake to this effect, That for the Duty of
the Place, he muft fuy fomewhat ; and that to two
feveral Perfons:

Firft, To the Auditory : And,
Secondly, To the Prifoner,

And that which he fpake to the Auditory, he
divided into four Parts.

1}, The Manifeftation of the Glory of God, and
Honour of the King.

2dly, The preventing of other damned Crimes
of Porfoning,

3dly, An Anfwer to certain Objeltions.

4thly, That there is no Practice of Confpiracy
in Profecuting of the Bufinefs.

For the 1, He oblerved the Finger of God in
the Mamfeftacion and bringing to light of this Mat-
ter, having flept two Years, being fhadowed with
Greatnels, which cannot overcome the Cry of the
People.

He obferved alfo the Providence and Goodnefs
of God, who put into the Hearts of himlfelf and
the reft of the Judges, the day of the Prifoner’s laft
Arraignment, when he ftood mute, not to give
Judgment againtt him for that time, but defer 1t
till now ; and how in the mean time it pleafed his
Mujelty out of his gracious Care and Pity, to fend
to the Prifoner, firft the Bifhop of Loudon, next
the Bifhop of Ely, to admonifh and perfuade him
for the faving of his Soul; who, after each of
them had fpent two Hours with him, it pleafed
God (when they had left him) to move his Heart,
{o that now he did put himfelf to be tried by the
Country ; by which means (ufing #effon’s own
Words) he faid, The greas Flies thall not efcape,
but receive their Punithment. For conclufion of
his firft Point he laltly obferved, Divinuin quiddain
i vulei opinione, that notwithflanding fo many
uncertain Rumours touching this Cafe, at laft it

proved to be true.
2dly, He declared, how for prevention of this

damned Crime of Poifoning, Juftice was the gol-
den Mean, and declared his Majefty’s Relfolution
freightly to execute Juftice for that Treafon ; and
he ufed this Saying, Newo prudens, €. and defired
God that this Precedent of Overbiry might be an
Example and Terror againft this hornble Crime,
and therefore it might be called, The great Oyer of
Potfoning.
2dly, He faid, That at the Arraignment there
were certain Criticks, who had given out, the Pri-
foner fhould deny his Examinations 3 and found
much fault, for that the Examinations were read,
the Prifoner ftanding mute. But for the firlt, how
untrue it was, all the World faw, the Priloner
here confefling them all, being read and fhewed
unto him : and for the fecond, belides that it was
exceeding difcreet and convenient the World fhould
receive fome Satisfaction in a Caufe of that nature,
he cited and fhewed, that by the Laws of the
Land they ought and were bound to do fo, not-
with{tanding the Greatnefs of any, who mighe
thereby be impeached ; of whom he faid, altho’
this was zwum crimei, yet it was not #iicun
crimen.
4thly, As touching the fuppofed Practice or
Confpiracy, he folemnly protefted to God, he
knew of none, nor of any Semblance for Colour
thereof 5
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thereof 5 and therefore he much inveighed againft
the Bafenefs and Unworthinefs of fuch as went
about fo untruly and wickedly to flander the courfe
of Juftice. And fo he came, laft of all, to that
which he had to fpeak of #efion the Prifoner.

Firlt, Touching the Wickednefs of his Faét, he
very f{erioufly exhorted him to an unfeigned Con-
feflion and Contrition for the fame, declaring unto
him, how that his Confeffion would be a Satisfac-
tion to God and the World, and that by his Faith
and true Repentance he would lay hold upon the
Merits of his Saviour.

He perfuaded him, that no vain Hope (which s
a Witch) fhould keep him back from giving Sauif-
faction to the World, by difcovering the Guiltinefs
of the Great-ones; affuring him, that after this
llj_:ife, as Death left him, {o Judgment fhould find

im.

And laftly, taking occafion there to remembet
this Poifoning to have been a Popith Trick, which
he inftanced by Examples of one Gurwandus de
Birlanus, mentioned 22 Edw. I. Squier, that at-
tempted to poifon Queen- Elizabeth’s Saddle 3 Lo-
pez, and Mrs. Turner: he then proceeded to give
Judgment, which was, '
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That the Prifoner fhould be carried from thence
to the Place from whence he came, and from
thence to Tyburn, and there to be hanged by the
Neck till he was dead.

Judgment being given, the Lord Chief Juftice
commanded, that the Prifoner might have conve-
nient Refpite, and the Company of fome godly
learned Men to inftruct him for his Soul’s health.

He was afterwards executed at Tyburn, purfuant
to the Sentence. At the time of his Execution,
Sir Jobn Hollis (afterwards Ear) of Clare) and Sir
Fobn Wentworth, out of Friendfhip to the Earl of
Semerfet, rode to Tyburn, and urged effon to deny
all that he had before confefled : But #effon being
prepared for Death, refifted their Temptations,
fealing penitently the Truth of his Confeflions with
his laft Gafp; and Sir Fobi Hollis, Sir fobu Went-
worth, together with Mr, Lusifden, who had pub.
lithed a Relation of the Proceedings againit #zftor
at his Arraignment, were afterwards profecuted in
the Star-Chauber, for traducing the King’s Juftice

in thofe Proceedings *,

* Dacon's IWorksy Fal Edit. Vol. 1. p.80—80. Vol.IV. p. 282.
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The PROCEEDINGS apainf}

Sir John Hollis, Si» John

Wentworth, and Mr. Lumiden, 2z the Star-Chamber,
for traducing the Publick “Juflice, November 10, 16135,

13 Jac. L.

I Camera Stellata decimo Novembris, 13° Facobi
regis, 1015,

Prefent,
?}%:@2 E Lord Chamberlain, Archbifhop
e T

¢ Sy of Canterbury, Lord Crew, Lord
@ﬁégﬁ Steward, Earl of Pembroke, Bithop
Li;'%ﬁfﬁzﬁi‘i’ff’ of Loundon, Bithop of Winton, Lord

i o
" T S o ol

Cd 583 Zouch, Lord Kuowles, Secretary Win-
wood, Chancellor of the Dachy, Sir Thoinas Lake,
the three Chiet Juftices.

Being {at,

‘There were broucht to the Bar, Sir Fobn Hollis
(now Lord Houghton) Siv Fobn Wentworth, and
My, Lumfden, a Scotifp Gentleman, as Offenders
and Prifoners, committed by the
Lords of the Council. Mr. Attorney-
General * did inform againft them
Ore tenus n this manner :

The Offence wherewith [ fhall charge the three
Offenders at the Bar, 1s a Mifdemeanor of a high
Nature, tending to the Defacing and Scandal of
Juftice in a great Caufe capital, The particular
Charge is this :

The King, amongft many his Princely Virtues,
is known to excel in that proper Virtue of the im.

* Sir Fran-
cis Bacon.

-
e

perial Throne, which is Juftice, It isa royal Vir-
tue, which doth employ the other three cardinal
Virtues in her Service. 'Wifldom to difcover, and
difcern Nocent or Innocent: Fortitude to profe-
cute and execute: Temperance, fo to carry Juftice
as 1t be not paffionate in the Purfuit, nor confufed
in involving Perfons upon light Sufpicion, nor
precipitate in time. For this his Majefty’s Virtue
of Juftice God hath of late raifed an Occafion,
and erefted as it werea Stage or Theatre much to
his Honour for him to thew 1t, and aét it in the
Purfuit of the untimely Death of Sir Thomas Qver-
bury, and therein cleanfing the Land from Blood.
For, my Lords, if Blood {pilt pure deth cry to
Heaven 1n God’s Ears, much more Blood defiled
with Poifon.

This great Work of his Majefty’s Juftice, the
more excellent itis, your Lordf(hips will foon con-
clude the greater is the Offence of any that have
fought to affrent it, or traduce it. And therefore,
before I defcend unto the Charge of thefe Offen-
ders, I will fet before your Lordthips the Weight
of that which they have fought to impeach ; {peak-
ing fomewhat of the general Crime of Impoifon-
ment, and then of the particular Circumftances of
this Fact upon Quwerdurys and thirdly and chiefly,
of the King’s great and worthy Care and Carriage

in this Bufinefs,
This
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This Offence of Impoifonment is moft truly
figured in that Device or Defcription, which was
made of the nature of one of the Roman Tyrants,
that he was Jutum fanguine maceratum, Mire mingled
or cemented with Blood: for as it is one of the
higheft Offences 1n Guiltinefs, fo 1t is the bafelt
of all others in the mind of the Offenders. Trea-
fons, magnum aliquid [peffant : They aim at great
things ; but this is vile and bafe. Itell your Lord-
thips what I have noted, that in all God’s Books,
(both in the Old and New Teftament) I find Ex-
amples of all other Offences and Offenders 1n the
World, but not any one of an Impoifonment or
an Impoifoner, I find mention of Fear of cafual
Impoilonment: when the wild Vine was fhred into
the Pot, they came complaining in a fearful man-
ner; Mafter, mors in olla.  And I find mention of
Poifons of Beafts and Serpenis s the Poifon of
Afpes is under their lips. But 1 find no Example
in the Book of God of Impoifonment. I have
fometime thought of the Words in the Plalm, /e
their Table be made a Snare, 'Which certainly is
moft true of Impoifonment ; for the Table, the
daily Bread, for which we pray, is turned to a
deadly Snare : but T think rather that that was
meant of the Treachery of Friends that were par-
ticipant of the fame Table.

But let us goon, It is an Offence, my Lords,

that hath the two Spurs of offending ; fzes perfi-
ciendi, and fpes celandi: It 1s ealily committed,

and eafily concealed.

It is an Offence that is languam fagitta nofte vo-
lans 3 itisthe Arrow that flies by Night, It dif-
cerns not whom it hits ; for many times the Poi-
fon is laid for one, and the other takes 1t : as in
Sander’s Cale, where the poifoned Apple was laid
for the Mother and was taken up by the Child,and
killed the Child : and foin that notorious Cafe,
whereupon the Statute of 22 Hen. VIIL cap. 9.
was made, where the Intent being to potfon but
one or two, Poifon was put into a hittle Veflel of
Barm that flood in the Kitchen of the Bithop of
Rachefter’s Houfe ;3 of which Barm Pottage or
Gruel was made, wherewith feventeen of the Bi-
thop’s Family were poifoned : nay, divers of the
Poor that came to the Bifhop’s Gate, and had the
broken Pottage in Alms, were likewife poifoned,
And therefore, if any Man will comfort himfelf,
or think with himfelf, here 15 great talk of Im-
potfonment, I hope I am fafe ; for I have no Ene-
mies 3 nor I have nothing that any body fhould
long for, Why? that 15 all one s for he may fit
at table by one for whom Poifon is prepared,
and havea Drench of his Cup, or of his Pottage,
And fo, as the Poet faith, concidit infelix alieno
vulnere ; he may die another Man’s Death. And
therefore 1t was moft gravely, and jadicioufly, and
properly provided by that Statute, that Impoifon-
ment fhould be High-Treafon 3 becaufe whatfoever
O#ffence tendeth to the utter Subverfion and Diffo-
Jution of human Society, isin the natare of High-
Tredfon.

Laftly, It 1s an Offence that I may truly fay of

it, non ¢ff noftri generis, nec fanguinis. It is (thanks

Gentleman, It is true, his Mind was great, but
it moved not in any good Order 5 yet certainly it
did commonly fly at good things ; and the greateft
Fault that I ever heard by him was, that he made
his Friend his Idol. But I leave him as Sir Thosas
Querbury.

But take him as he was the King's Prifoner in
the Tower 3 and then fee how the cafe ftands, In
that Place the State is as it were refpondent to
make good the Body of a Prifoner. And if any
thing happen to him there, it may (tho’ not in
this cafe, yet in fome others) make an Afperfion
and Refle¢tion upon the State itlelf, For the Per-
fon is utterly out of his own Defence, his own
Care and Providence can ferve him nothing. He
is in Cuftody and Prefervation of the Law ; and
we have a Maxim in our Law, (as my Lords the
Judges know) that when a State is in Prefervation
of Law, nothing can deftroy 1t, or hurt it, And
God forbid but the like fhould be for the Perfons
of thofe that are in Cuftody of Law ; and there-
fore this was a Circumftance of great Aggrava-
tion.

Laftly, To have a Man chafed to death in fuch
manner (as 1t appears now by matter of Record ;
for other Privacy of the Caule I know not) by
Poifon after Poifon, firft Rofeacre, then Arfenick,
then Mercury Sublimate, then Sublimate again 5 it
is a thing would aftonifh Man’s Nature to hear .
The Poets feign, that the Furies had Whips, that
they were corded with poifonous Snakes; and a
Man would think that this were the very Cafe, to
have a Man tied to a Poft, and to {courge him to
death with Snakes : for fo may truly be termed di-
verfity of Poifons.

Now I will come to that which is the principal ;
that is, his Majefty’s princely, yea, and as I may
truly term it, facred Proceeding in this Caufe.
Wherein I will firft {fpeak of the Temper of his
Juftice, and then of the Strength thereof.

Firft, It pleafed my Lord Chief Juftice to let
me know, (that which [ heard with great Com{ort)
which was the Charge that his Majefty gave to
himfelf firft, and afterwards to the Commiffioners
in this Cafe, worthy certainly to be written in Let-
ters of Gold, wherein his Majefty did fore-rank
and make it his prime Direction, that it fhould be
carried without touch, to any that was innocent ;
nay more, not only without Impeachment, but
without Afperfion: which was a moft noble and
princely Caution from }1'1'5 Majefty ;5 for Men’s Re-
putations are tender things, and ought to be like
Chrift’s Coat, without Seam. And it was the
more to be refpected in this cafe, becaufe it met
with two great Perfons ; 2 Nobleman that his Ma-
jefty had favoured and advanced, and his Lady
being of a great and honourable Houfe : tho’ I
think it be true, that the Writers fay, that there
is no Pomegranate fo fair or {o found, but may
have a perifhed Kernel. Nay, I fee plainly, that
in thofe excellent Papers of his Majefty’s own
Hand-writing, being as fo many Beams of Juftice
iffuing from that Virtue which doth thine in him 5
I fay, I fee it was fo evenly carried without Pre-

be to God) rare in the Ifle of Britain: it i1s nei- judice, (whether it were a true Accufation of the
ther of our Country, nor of our Church ; you one part, ora Practice of a falfe Accufation on

may find it in Rome or Italy, There is a Reglon,
or perhaps a Religion for it: and if it thould come
among(t us, certainly it were better living in 2
Wildernefs than in a Court.

the other) as fhewed plainly that his Majefty’s
Judgment was zanquam tabula rafa, as a clean Pair
of Tables, and his Ear tanquam janua apersa, as

a Gate not fide open, but wide open to Truth, as

For in the particular Fact upon Overdury, Firft, it fhould be by little and little difcovered, Nay,
for the Perfon of Sir Thomas Overbury : 1 knew the I fee plainly, that at the firft (till farther Lighe

&

did
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did‘break forth) his Majefty ‘was little'moved with

the-firft Tale, which hé vouchfafeth not fo much’

a8' the” name of a Tale’; bt calleth 1€'a Rumour,
which is an ‘headlefs Tale.

As fof the” Strength or Refolution of his Ma-
jétty’s Juttice; I muft tell your Lordfhips plainly:
I do not'miarvel to fee Kings thunder out Juftice
in Cafes'of Treafon, when they are touched them-
felves ; and'that they are vindices doloris proprii -

but that a King fhoold pro amore juftitie only,-

contrary to the tide of his own AffeCtion, for the
Prefervation of his ‘People, take fuch Care of a
Caufe of Juftice, that is rare and worthy to be ce-
lebrated far and near. For, I think, I may truly.
affirm, that there was never in this Kingdom, nor
in any other Kingdom, the Blood of a private
Gentleman vindicated, cuis tailo siots regni, or to
{ay better, cuin tanto plaxfu regni, If it had con-
cerned the King or Prince, there could not have
been grcater nor better Commiflioners to examine
it. The Term hath been almoft turned into 4 fuffi-
tium,or Vacancy ; the Peoplethemfclves being more
willing to be Lookers on in this Bufinefs, than to
follow their own. There hath been no Care of
Difcovery omitted, no Moment of Time loft,
And therefore I will conclude this Part with the
Saying of Soloinon, gloria Dei celare rem, 3 gloria
Repis ferutari rem. And his Maj fty’s Honour 1s
much the greater, for that he hath fhewed to the
World in this Bufinefs, as it hath relstion to my
Lord of Somerfet, (whofe Cale in no fort I do
prejudge, being ignorant of the Secrets of the
Caufe, but taking him as the Law takes him hi-
therto, for a Sufpect) I fay, the King hath to his
great Honour fhewed, that were any Man in fuch
a Cafe of Blood, as the Signet upon his right
Hand, (as the Scripture fays) yet would he pull
Kim oft.

Now will I come to the particular Charge of
thefe Gentlemen, whole Qualitics and Perfons T
refpet and love 5 for they are all my parricular
Friends : But now 1 can only do this Duty of a
Friend to them, to make them know their TFFault
to the full.

And therefore, firlt, T will by way of Narrative
declare to your Lordfhips the Faft, with the Oc-
cafion of it ; then you fhall have their Confeffions
read, upon which you ure to proceed, together
with fome collateral Teftimonies by way of Ag-
gravation : and laftly, I will note and obferve to
your Lordfhips, the material Points which I do
infift upon for their Charge, and fo leave them to
their Anfwer. And this T will do very briefly,
for the Cafe is not perplexed.

That wretched Man #efton, who was the Actor
or mechanical Party in this Impoifonment, ac the
firft Day being indifted by a very fubftantial Jury
of feleCted Citizens, to the number of nineteen,
who found dilla vera, yet neverthelefs at the firft
{tood mute : but after fome Days Intermiffion, it
pleafed God to caft out the dumb Devil, and that
he did put himfelf upon his Trial 3 and was by
a Jury alfo of great Value, upon his Confeffion,
and other Teftimonies, found guilty : fo as thirty-
one fufficient Jurors have paffed upon him, Where-
upon Judgment and Execution was awarded a-
gainft him. After this, being in Preparation for
another World, he fent for Sir Zhomas Querbury’s
Father, and falling down upon his Knees, with
great Remorfe and Compunttion, afked him For-
givenefs. Afterwards, again, of his own Motion,
defired to have his like Prayer of Forgivenefs re-
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commeéndéd-to"his Mother, who was abfent. And.
at both tines, out of the Abundance of his-Heart,,
confefled that'he was to die juftly; and that he was.
worthy of Death. And after, again, at his Exe-
cution (which isa kind of Sealing-time of Con-
feflions) even at the point of Death, {altho’ there
were Tempters about him, as you fhall hear by and
by) yet he did again confirm publickly, that his
Examinations were true,. and that he had been
juftly and” honourably déalt with. Here is. the
Narrative, which induceth the Charge. The
Charge 1tfelf, 1s this.

Mr. Lumfden, whofe Offence ftands alone fingle;.
(the Offence of the-other two being in Confort ;.and
yet all three meeting in their End and Center,
which was to interrupt or deface this excellent
Piece of Juftice:) Mr. Lum/den, 1ay, meanwhile,
between Wefton’s ftanding mute and his Trial, takes
upon him to make a moft falfe, odious, and li-
bellous Relation, containing as many Untruths as
Lines, and fets it down in Writing with his own
Hand, and delivers it to My, Henry Gibh, of the
Bed-chamber, to be put mto the King’s- Hand
in which Writing he doth {alfify and pervert all
that was done the firft Duy at the Arraignment of
efton 5 turning the Pike and Point of his Impu-
tations, principally upon my Lord Chief Juftice of
England, whofe Name (thus occurring) I cannot
pafs by, and yet I cannot {kill to flatter, But this
[ will fay of him, and T would fay as much to
Ages, if 1 fhould write a Story 5 that never Man’s
Perfon and his Place were better met 1n a Bufinefs,
than my Lord Cske and my Lord Chief Juftice,
in the Caufe of OQuerduiy.

Now,my Lords, in thisOffence of Mr. Luin/fdex’s,
for the Particulars of thefe flanderous Articles, I
will obferve them unto you whenthe Writings and
Examinations are read 3 for I do notlove to fetthe
Glofs before the Text. Butingeneral I noteto your
Lordfhips, firft, the Perfon of Mr., Lumfden: T
know he is a Scots Gentleman, and thereby more
jignorant of our Laws and Forms : But I cannot
tell whether this doth extenvate his Fault in re-
fpe&t of Ignorance, or aggravate 1t much, in re-
fpett of Prefumption; that he would meddle in
that that he underftood not : but I doubt it came
not out of his Quiver ; fome other Man’s Cun-
ning wrought upon this Man’s Boldnefs. Second-
ly, I may note unto you the Greatnels of the
Caufe, wherein he being a private mean Gentleman,
did prefume to deal. Mr, Lum/den could not but
know to what great and grave Commiffioners the
King had committed this Caufe; and that his Ma-

jefty in his Wifdom would expett Return of all

things from them to whofe Truft he had com-
mitted this Bufinefs. For it is the part of Com-
miffioners, as well to report the Bufinefs, as to
manage the Bufinefs 5 and then his Majefty might
have been fure to have had all things well weighed,
and truly informed : and therefore it thould have
been far from Mr. Lumfden to have prefumed to
put forth his hand to' fo high and tender a Bufi-
nefs, which was not to be touched but by employ-
ed Hands, Thirdly, I note to your Lordfhips,
that this Infufion of a Slander into a King's Ear,
is of all Forms of Libels and Slanders, the worft.
It is true, that Kings may keep fecrer their Infor-
mations 3 and then 1o Man ought to enquire after
them, while they are fhrined in their Breaft.
But where a King is pleafed that 2 Man fhall ans
{wer for his falfe Information ; there, I fay, the

falfe Information to a King exceeds in Offence the
falfe
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falfe Information of any other kind 3 being a kind tion of the Party, not by Temptation of Quef-
(fince we are in matter of Poifon) of Impoifon- tions. The Queftions that are to be asked, oughe

ment of 2 King’s Ear. And thus much for the
Offence of Mr. LZum/fden.
For the Offence of Sir

totend to farther revealing of their own or others
Guiltinefs ; burt to ufe a Queftion in the nature of

Yoby Wemworth and  a falfe Interrogatory, to fallify that which is 7es

Sir Fobn Hollis, which I faid was in Confort, it judicata, is intolerable. For that were to ere a

was fhortly this. At the time and place of the
Fxecation of #efton, to fupplant his Chriftian
Refolution, and to fcandalize the Juftice already
paft, and perhaps to cut off the Thread of that
which is to comes thefe Gentlemen, with o-
thers, came mounted on Horfeback, and in 2
ruffiing and facing manner, put themfelves for-
ward to re-examine #¢ffon upon Queftions : and
what Queftions? Direftly crofs to that that had
heen tried and judged ; for what was the Point
tried ? That Weffon had poifoned Ouverbury.
What was Sir Fobn W entworth’s Queftion 3 whether
1¥7¢fton did poiion Overbury or no? A Contradic-
tory dire@ly : #eflon anfwered only, that he did
him wrong 3 and turning to the Sheriff faid, you
promifed me I fhould not be troubled at this
time. Neverthelefs, he prefled him to anfwer ;
faying, he defired to know it, that he might pray
with him. I know not that Sir Fobs Wentworthis
an Ecclefiaftick, that he fhould cuc any Man from
the Communion of Prayer. And yet for all this
vexing of the Spirit of a poor Man, now in the
Gates of Death, #effon neverthelefs ftood conftant,
and faid, I die not unworthily: my Lord Chief
Juftice hath my Mind under my Hand, and he is
an honourable and juft Judge. Thisis Sir Fobn
Wentworth’s Offence,

For Sir Fobn Hollis, he was not {fo much a Queftio-
nift ; but wrought upon the other’s Queftions, and
like a kind of Confeflor, wifthed him to difcharge
his Confcience, and to fatisfy the World, What
World ? Imarvel ! It was fure the World at Ty-
burn. For the World at Guild-Hall, and the World
at London, was fatishetd before 5 feffe the Bells that
rung. But Men have got a fathion now-a-days,
that two or three Bufy-bodies will take upon them
the name of the World, and broach their own
Conceits, as if it were a general Opinion. Well,
what more? When they could not work upon
Wefton, then Siv Fobu Hollis in an Indignation turned
about his Horfe {when the other was turning over
the Ladder) and faid, he was forry for fuch a Con-
clufion 5 that was to have the State honoured or juf-
tified : but others took and reported his Worjs n
another Degree : but that] leave, feeing 1t is not
confefled.

Sir Fobn Hollis's Offence had another Appendix,
. hefore thisin time 3 which was, that at the Day of
the Verdi& given by the Jury, healfo would needs
give his Verdi®t, faying openly, that if he were
of the Jury, he would doubt what to do. Marry
(he faith) he cannot tell well whether he fpake this
before the Jury had given upthe Verdict, or after;
wherein this 1s little gained., For whether Sir
“Yobn Hollis were a Pre-juror or a Pofi-juror, the
one was as to prejudge the Jury, the other as to
taint them.

Of the Offence of thefe two Gentlemen in ge-
neral, your Lordfhips muft give me leave to fay,
that it is an Offence greater and more dangerous
than is conceived. 1 know well that as we have
no Spanifb Inquifitions, nor Juftice in a Corner ;
fo we have no gagging of Men’s Mouths at their
Death, but that they may {peak freely at the laft
Hour; but then it muft come from the free Mo-
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Court or Commiffion of Review at Tyburn, againft
the King’s-Beunch at Weftminfler.  And belides, it
is a thing vain and idle : for if they anfwer accor-
ding to the Judgment paft, it adds no Credit ; or
if it be contrary, it derogateth nothing : But yet
it fubjeteth the Majefty of Juftice, to popularand
vulgar Talk and Opinton,

My Lords, thefe are great and dangerous Of-
fences 5 for if we do not maintain Juftice, Jultice
will not maintain us.

But now your Lordthips fhall hear the Exami-
nations themfelves. Hereupon the Examinations
WEre redqd,

Mr, Lumfden for Anfwer to this Charge faid,
That himfelf was not at the Arraignment, butwhat
he had {poken, or fet down in writing, he had re-
ceived of many in common Difcourfe 5 who being
now demanded to juftify the fame, dodeny it; and
therefore he would contefs that which was written
was falfe.  He pleaded Ignorance of the Law, and
that he did it without any Purpofe of Prejudice to
the publick Bufinefs, but only ashe conceived out
of Duty ; and becaufe he had always lived as a
Gentleman, he would not fo much degenerate
from himfelf and his Birth, nor fo much offend
againft human Society, as to become a bafe Ac-
cufer ; but would fubmit himfelf and his Offence
to the Cenfure of the Court, and to the favourable
Interpretation of their Lordfhips.

Mr. Attorney reply’d, That his Anfwerand Sub-
miflion were modeft, and therefore he would not
prefs his Offence farther 5 yet he would tell him,
that 1n criminal Caufes, whofoever would raife a
Slander, and refufe to tell his Author, he muft tell
him that which the Laws tell him, that he was the
Author himfelf, This kind of flandering Judges
to Kings and Princes 1s common, Pgpham, a
great Judgein his Time, was complained of by Pe-
tition to Queen Elizabeth ; 1t was committed to
four Privy-Counfellors 5 but the fame was fbund
to be flanderous, and the Parties punifhed in the
Court. He likewife faid, I may not admit of this
new Learning 5 I hold it not unworthy a Gentle.
man to difcharge his Fault upon the firft Author ;
and by the Law, the not doing thereof maketh
him the firlt Author ; fo he becomes 2 falfe Accu-
fer of himfelf.

Sir Fobn Wentworth’s Anfwer was, T hat he would
not willingly be conceived to fpeak more here
than he had done heretofore, It was true that he
was at the Execution of #¢ffon, and did ask thofe
Queftions touching the poifoning of Sir Thomas
Overbury 5 which he did on two Reafons : The
one was becaufe he had feen others do the fame at
the fame time, and efpecially one Parkes ; and he
thought he might do itas well as he : Another
Reafon was, becaufe he not being at the Arraign-
ment, and hearing that /7¢ffon had denied the Fatt,
he was defirous to be fatisfy’d of the Truth from
himfelf; yet he purpofed not to ask any Queftions
when he came thither : but ifto ask Queftions of
a Man going to Execution were offenfive to the
State, he did humbly fubmit to their Lordfhips
Cenfures.

S1g
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Sir Fobn Hollis anfwered, That the Matter de-
clared againft him contained three Crimes. The
firft, that whereas at the firft upon the Inditment
he fhould fore-judge the Jury, by delivering his
Opinion ; faying, that he fhould doubt what to
do; and this he confeffed, asa Man perhaps more
trickith and curious to give his Verdict or Judg-
ment of Life or Death than others: And if a bare
word of his Opinion drawn by Difcourfe (he being
but a Stander-by in this Bufinefs) be to be cenfurd,
I appeal to your Judgments. His fecond Offence
was for giving of Counfel, and alking Queftions of
Wefton at the Execution : He faid, he confeft he was
there, but carried with a general defire which he
had to {ee the Execution, as he had done in many
like cales betore. And he had formerly feen that
1t was a common thing for Men Standers-by to
afk Queftions of thofe that were to be executed :
and now many afking this Queftion of the Faét of
Wefton, and he anfwering in general Terms, I die
not unworthily 3 he alfo, among many others, did
afk him the Queftion (as hath been epened ; ) which
was not purpofed of him when he came thither,
but was occafioned by reafon of one that ftood be-
hind him at the Gallows, who {aid to #%effen, that
he fhould confefs the Truth of this Faé, for if he
had had his Right, he had been hanged many
years ago: whereunto #effon aniwer’d, Falt or no
Falt Idie worthily. Sir Fobn faid, that Mr. Attor-
ney had fo well apply’d his Charge againft him,
that tho’ he carry’d the Seal of a good Confcience
with him, he would almoft make him believe that
he was guilty ; but he hoped thetr Lordfhips
would take the Bird by the Body and not by the
Feathers: His Speech he faid might be well un-
derftood, but the worft end of it was turned to-
wards him ; he did but the part of a Chriftian to
perfuade Peflon to difcharge his Confcience, and
intended not to controvert the Law and Jultice that
had pafled on him. As for the Teftimony of Bear-
1ngborne, 1 know not what he is that hath depofed
againft me ; but it feems he 1s fome Man of Trade,
againft whom 1 think I may now put myfelf in
Oppofition, that my Denial may ftand againft his
Affirmation. In his Youth fome of your Lord-
thips know, that he [Sir Fobn Hollis] had fpent
fome of his Time in the Wars and Travel, and
afterwards had lived in place at Court, both in the
Time of Queen Elizabeth, and his Majefty eight
Years: he had ferved the late moft worthy Prince,
the Memory of whom he faid did grieve him that
he fhould plead his Name at the Bar, whom for
the Mifery of this State it pleafed God to take a-
way ; fince whofe Death he had been as a Fifh out
of the Water. ‘Thus much he faid was pulled out
of his Mouth, by reafon of his Teftimony produced
againft him 3 but he knew that not Words but his
Caufe muft help him out of this Mire. And there-
fore 1f their Lordfhips had determined any thing
againft him for thefe Oftences, he did humbly fub-
mit himfelf to their honourable Cenfures. The
Lord Chancellor faid, that this Depofition of
Bearingborne was not read but in Explanation and
Aggravation, and nor for Evidence of Condem-
nation againft Sir Fobn Hollis.

Mr, Attorney reply’d upon Sir Fobu to this An-
fwer of his, That his Speech to #effon was occa-
fional, and not refolved on before his coming to the
Execution; That it was new Matter thought upon
and devifed fince his being queftioned for his Of-
fence ; for there was never a word thereof fpoken
in this Examination : and there this is the Feather
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you {peak of, and not the Body. Whereunto Sir
Fobn Hollis anfwered, that cthey might very well
ftand together.,

Hereupon Sir Edward Coke, the Chnef Juoftice of
the King’s- Bench, pronounced the Sentence 3 when
he faid, that he would fay of this Bufinefs, and his
dealing therein, as Abimelech faid of himfelf, Tu feis,
Domine, quod feci in fimplicitate cordis & munditie
manynm 3 and therefore would alfo boldly affirm,
that there were none brought into queftion of this
great Bufinefs of Poifon, but {uch as in his Soul
and Conlcience were apparently Guilty @ He faid
he was no fit Man for a Common-Plice; yet he
had found fcme Records of Poifoning, which he
would thew: as namely in the Treafury 31 £4. lIL
as the King indeed had two Treafuries, the one of
Records, the other of Gold and Silver; where a
Woman committed Adultery, and after poiloned
her Hufbind, And 21 Edw,1, Solomon le Roch, a
Judge, was poifoned by a Monk, who afterwards
prayed to be deliver’d to the Cenfure of the Church;
and he was denied, becaufe the fame was a Wrong
to the State to poifon a Judge. And it 1s to be
obferved in the firlt Cafe, that Poifon and Adul-
tery g0 together ; and on the fecond, that Poilon
and Popery go together. From Edward 11, down

- to 22 Hepry VIILL (which was a great Lump of

T'ime) no mention is made of poifoning any Man3
and then a Statute was made, that thole that did
poifon any body fhould be boiled to death, and
were firft to be put in at the Tiptoes: In this Bu-
finefs he faid he would tell no News, but he was
not yet at the Root; God forbid that thofe kinds
of Offences fhould be unfearched and unpunifhed,
wherefoever they are found : There are divers forts
of Poifoning, by fome whereof 2 Man fhall die a
Month or a Quarter of a Year after, uf fic fe fen-
tiat mori y and fhall not know in what manner he
15 poifoned : as one Sguire, a Prielt, fhould have -
potfoned Queen Elizabeth by poifoning her Saddle,
This Poifoning came firft from Popery. In this
Cafe of Wefton he would never confefs the Indict-
ment, becaufe the Indi€tment was, that he poifon.
ed Sir Thomas Querbury with Arfenick, Rofeaker
and Mercury Sublimate; whenas indeed it was
not known what Poifon killed him. Here the
poor Man conceived a Scruple, that if he did not
know with which of the Poifons Ouerbury was
potfoned, he was not guilty of the Qffence laid in
the Indi¢tment; and therefore faid he was not
cuilty of the Offence, Now nt obfiruatur os inigus,
that the Mouth of the wicked Man may be fully
ftopped ; after that it was refolved unto him, that
the manner of Kiiling, laid in the Indi¢tment, was
not the Point of the Indi&tment, but the Matter
of Killing 3 as if the Inditment be, that a Man
was killed with a Sword, whereas indeed he was
killed with a Dagger ; yet the Party 1s guilty, be-
caufe the killing of a Maa is the Point of the In-
diétment ; then he confeffed the Fat. And for
this Gentleman, Mr, Lumfden, a Scotifo Gentle-
man, a Nation that he loved well, (and to hig Ma-
jefty both Euglifi and Scotifh were equally dear)
Scots £F Angli nully diftrimine, c. He that infu-
feth into his Majefty’s Ears the leaft Falfhood
concerning his Judges unjuftly, is like him that -
fufeth never fo little Copper into Coin ; they both
commit a kind of Treafon: and for the Matter of
it, which was informed, for qui non beune reffondet,
non refpondet 3 and a licdde to divert from this Bufi-
nefs, you, Mr, Lumfden, werea Pander to the Earl
of Somerfet, and were his Favourer in Deed, but his

X x Follower
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Follower in Evil. Afflitio dat sutellefium, let your
Affliction now gtve you fenfe and feeling of your
Sins ; your Service of a Pander is apparently to
be fhewed you by a Letter under my Lord of So-
merfet’s own Hand, and your Anfwer to it, Let
it then enter your Heart and Soul to affure your-
felf, that there is now no Safety, Protection, nor
Aflurance, but under a religious Faith in Jefus
Chrift 5 and that, radix juftitie eff pictas, the Foun-
dation and Root of Juftice is Piety. I confefs I
had a great Sufpicion out of whofe Quiver the
Murder came firft; but becaufe I bad no certain
Proofs, I would never queftion them. This Re-
folution of #effon to be mute, was very great.
When he was perfuaded by the Bifhop of Londor
and Ely to plead, he would not: and after being
promifed that if he would fpeak, he fhould have a
Popifh Prieft; he thereunto anfwer’d, Have I refu-
fcd the godly Perfuafions of the Bilhop of London,
and fhall I anfwer to 2 Popifh Prieit ? And for
your Perfuafions, Mr. Lumfden, that you will not
be an Accufer, this is a contemptuous Anfwer ;
for this is not to be an Accufer, being examin’d
of ancther to difcover him; but your Refufal in
this kind to anfwer is a manifeft Contempt: and
for the like Offence, a great Lady of the Land
lieth now 1n the Tower, only for refufing to anfwer
being examined.  Quod diabolus ad malum expofuit,
Deus ad bonuin expofuity that which the Devil ex-
pofeth to Evil, God difpofeth to Good. This re-
fufing to difcover an Offeuder, is a Contempt to a
Mafter of a Family ;- if he fhould command any of
his Servants to tell him of an Offence committed,

and by whom ; and the Servant that is fo afked.

fhall refufe to tell him, he fhall be worthy of Pu-
nifhment: much more any Subje@ being exami-
ned by the King’s Authority and Commiffioners,
if he thall refufe to make difcovery of the Truth.
The Statute of the 1 and 2 of Rich. II. is, that
he that doth raife falfe News between the King
and his Nobles, fhall be imprifoned for the {pace
of a Year; I think fit that Mr. Lumfden’s Impri-
lonment fhould be for a Year, and afterwards,
unttl he fhould produce his Author, As for Sir
Jobn Hollis, his Fault of queftioning and counfel-
ling, 1tis very great, the fame being made after
a Verdict; for if a Man commit Treafon the
twenticth day of May, and fell his Lands the fifth
day, and after is indifted that he did commit the
Treafon the firft day, which goes before the Sale,
and after is found guilty of this Indiétment; he
that is.to lofe the Land cannot deny this Verdi&,
and fay the Treafon was committed the twentieth
day, tho’ it concern him for all that he hath of
laying ; if that he that is to be undone by a Ver-
dict fhall not fpeak crofs Matter to a Verdiét (as the
Books of Ldw, III. and Edw. 1. are, and 11 Hen,
1V. 53. Eftopbel 137.) what fhall be done to him
that having no Caufe in a matter Capital, wherein
he had nothing to do, would intermeddle ? For as
the Law faith, Turpis eft admiffio rei ad [e non per-
tipentts,  Sir Jobn fatd, that it hath been a Cuftom
to afk Queftions at thofe times, and that he did
ufually go to Executions. For his own part he faid,
that ever fince he was a Scholar, and had read

thofe Verfes of Ovid, Trif. iii. s.

Et lupus & vulpes infrant morientibus—s
Lt quecungue minor nobilitate fera off,

P

Pf‘afeea?}fgs againft Sir John Hollis, &Pc. 15 Jac. L.

He did never like it; and therefore he faid he did
marvel much at the Ufe of Sir Fobn. Sir Yobn
anfwers here at the Bar, and faith, that if any
thing were determined againft him, he did hum-
bly {fubmit himfelf thercto: by which Term fo
determining, he meant (I think) as if we did give
our Cen{ures againft him by Confpiracy. For my
own Part I talked with none orher, nor I think
did any of us one fpeak with other before we came
together here, Peradventure he thinks (as fome
have thought) thar all the Carriage of this Bufinefs
1s but a Confpiracy againft the Karl of Somes/er.
He faith he hath been fince the Prince’s Death bug
as a Iifh out of the Water. I know not what he
means by a Iifh out of the Water : I have heard
that Clericus in oppide, tanguan pifeis in arido, A
Clerk in the Town is like a Fifh out of the Water -
he is a Juftice of Peace, a Commiffioner of Oyer -
and Terminer 3 a Man of fair Lands, 1 500/, per
annum at the leaft 5 this Money is enough to be a
Privy-Counfellor : and yet'Siv Fobn Hollis is like a
Fith out of the Water. I know he hath travelled
many Countries, {peaks many Languages, hath feen
many Manners and Cultoms, and knows much of
foreign Nations; yet a little Knowledge of the
Common-Law of this Land would have been bet-
ter for him than all thefe ; it would have kept him
from afking Queltions, and counfclling in Scandal
of Religion and Jultice; two of the main Piilars
of the Kingdom, and that in cold Blood. Evi-
dence is above Eloquence 5 the Party himfelf ac-
knowledged that he died juftly ; and thofe that faw
him faid he died penitently : So to conclude, as i
was fometime faid of Rome, Et que tanta fuit Ro-
mam t1bi caufa vidends, he might very well now {ay
of Sir Fehn Hollis his going to Tyburn, with a it
tle Alteration of the Words, Et que tanta fuir Ty-
burn ¢k eanja videndi. For the Cenfure he aoreed
with that which had been fet; and the Acknow-
ledgment of Mr, Lumfden thould be alfo in the
Court of Common-Pleas and the Exchequer, be-
caule the Jultice of all Courts may be wronged with
flanderous Pctittons. He moved that Information
might be made againft the other Gentlemen that
were afking fuch Queftions as thefe were 3 and thar
they might receive their due Punithment: he meant,
he faid, Mr, Sackvil, Sir Thomas Vavafor, and Sir
Henry Vane, who would be a Baron if Attainders
did not lie in the Way : If thefe be not punifhed,
thefe Gentlemen will think that they have wrone -
for gue mala cum multis potimur leviora videntur.
He faid he would wifh Gentlemen to take hesd
how they fell into Difcourfes of thefe Bufinefles
when they be at their Chambers ; for in the proi
ceeding of thefe great Bufinefles and Affairs, if a
Man fpeak irreverently of the Juftice thereof, the
Bird that hath Wings will reveal ir. "

The Sentence was Fine, Imprifonment, and
SubmifTion, as followeth ;

Lumfden fined two thoufand Marks, imprifoned
in the Tower for a whole Year, and after until he
fhall, at the King’s-Bench-Bar, fubmit himfelf and
confefs his Fault, and alfo produce his Authors.
~ Sir _fobn Hollis was fined one thoufand Pound,
1mprifoned in the Tower for the fpace of a Year.

Sir fobn Wentworth fined one thoufand Marks,
imprifoned in the Tower for a Year; and both to
make Submiffion at the King’s-Bench-Bar.

XXIV. The
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XXIV. The Trial of ANNE TURNER Widow, at the
King’s-Bench, for the Murder of Sir Thomas Overbury, #he

7th of November 1615. Mich. 13 Jac. L.

ﬂ

e HE Inditment, whereupon Richard ¢ {o as you may fee in what a miferable cafe [ am,

7 f’% Wefton took his Trial being repeated
" " verbatim, fhe was indi€ted for com-

= A4S v forting, aiding and affifting the faid
fgﬁexﬁﬂﬁﬁfg Wefton, in the Poifoning to death Sir
Thowmas Ouverbury ; to which the pleaded, Not Guil-
ty, putting herfelf upon God and the Country *.
Whereupon a {ufficient Jury of two Knights, and
the reft Efguires and Frecholders of Middlefex,

 You may fend the Party word of all ; he fent me
¢ word all thould be well, but I fhall not be {o
“ happy, as the Lord to love me. As you have
¢ taken pains all this while for me, fo now do all
¢ you can, for never {o unhappy asnow ; for I am
‘ not able to endure the Miferies that are coming
onme, but I cannot be happy fo long as this
“ Man liveth : therefore pray for me, for I have

were fworn and impanelled for the Trial, whereof ¢ need, but I thould be better 1f I had your Company

Sir Thomas Fowler was Foreman,

Sir d, Coke, Lord Chief Juftice told her, That
Women muft be covered in the Church, but not
when they are arraigned, and {o caufed her to put
off her Haty which done, fhe covered her Hair
with her Handkerchief, being before dreffed in
her Hair, and her Hat over it.

Sir Lazrence Hyde, the Queen’s Attorney, open’d
the Matter much to the Effet as he did at #efton’s
Arraignment, fhewing the Wickednefs and Hei-
noufnefs of Poifoning: He thewed further, That
there was one Dr. Forman, dwelling in Lambeth,
who died very fuddenly, and a little before his
Death defired that he might be buried very deep
i the Ground, or elfe (faith he) I fhall fear you

all.
To him, in his Life-time, often reforted the

Countefs of Effex and Mrs. Twrner, calling him
Father 1 their caufe of coming to him was, That
by force of Magick, he fhould procure the now
Earl of Somerfet, then Vifcount Roechefter, to love

her, and Sir Arthur Manwaring to love Muys, Tur-
ner, by whom (as it was there related) the had

three Children, About this Bufinefs, the Countefs
of Effex wrote two Letters, one to Mrs. Tursner,
another to Dr, Foriman, as followeth :

The Countefs’s Letter to Mys, Turner,
[ Burn this Letter.]

Sweet Turner,

¢ I Am out of all hope of any Good 1 this World,
¢ 4 for my Father, my Mother, and my Brother
¢ faid, I thould lie with him ; and my Brother
“ Hownard was here, and faid, he would not come
‘ from this Place all Winter 3 fo that all Comfort
“is gone: and, which is worft of all, my Lord
¢ hath complained, that he hath not lain with me,
“and [ would not fuffer him to ufe me. My Fa-
“ ther and Mother are angry, but I had rather die
© a thoufand times over ; for befides the Sufferings,
I fhall lofe Ais Love if T lie with him, I will
¢ never defire to fee his Face, if my Lord do that
“unco me, My Lord is very well as ever he was,

* 3 Co. Infl, 49. 133,
VoL, L

1 Complete Hift, of England, #4/. IIT 2. 693,

‘ to eafe my Mind. Let him know this il News
“ If T can get this done, you fhall have as much
‘ Money as you can demand, this is fair Play,

Touy Sifter,
Frances Eflex.

A Letter from the Countefs to Dr. Forman,

Sweet Father,

* ¥ Muft ftill crave your Love, altho® T hope 1
¢ have 1t, and thall deferve it better hereafter :
* Remember the Galls, for I fear, tho’ I have yet
‘ no caufe but to be confident in you, yet I defire
© to have it as it 1s yet remaining well 5 fo continue
¢ 1t {tll, 1f it be poflible, and 1f you can you muft
¢ fend me fome good Fortune, alas I have need of
“it. Keep the Lord ftill to me, for that I defire;
¢ and be careful you name me not to any bodys;
¢ for we have {o many Spies, that you muft ufe all
¢ your Wits, and all little enough, for the World
° i1s againft me, and the Heavens favour me not,
¢ only happy in your Love; I hope you will do
‘ me good, and if I be ingrateful, let all Milchief
 come unto me. My Lord is loity and merry,
¢ and drinketh with his Men ; and all the Content
¢ he gives me, is to abufe me, and ufe me as dog.
¢ gedly as before: I think I fhall never be happy
“in this World, becaufe he hinders my Good, and
¢ will ever, I think {o 5 remember (I beg for God’s
¢ fake) and get me from this vile Place.

Your affettionate loving Daughter,
Frances Effex.

¢ Give Turner warning of all things, but not the
¢ Lord: I would not have any thing come out for
¢ fear of the Lord Treafurer, for fo they may tell
 my Father and Mother, and 8l their Ears full of

¢ Toys.”

There was al{o fhewed in Court certain Pictures
of 2 Man and Woman in Copulation, made in

Lead, as alfo the Mould of Brafs, wherein they
were caft, a black Scarf alfo full of white Crofies,

Xx 2 which
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which Mts. Tusser had in her Cuftody. At the
thewing of thefe, and inchanted Papers and other
PiGtures in Court, there was heard a crack from
the Scaffolds, which caufed great Fear, Tumultand
Confufion among the Spettators, and throughout
the Hall, every one fearing Hurt, as if the Devil
had been prefent, and grown angty to have his
Workmanfhip fhewed, by fuch as were not his
own Scholars; and this Terror continuing about a
quarter of an hour, after Silence proclaimed, the
reft of the cunning Tricks were likewife fhewed.

Dr. Forman’s Wife being Adminiftratrix of her
Huiband, found Lertters in Packets, by which
much was dilcovered 3 fhe was in Court, and de-
pofed that Mrs. Turier came to her Houfe imme-
diately after her Hufband’s Death, and did de-
mand certain Pictures which were 1n her Hul-
band’s Study; namely, one Pifture in Wax, very
fumptuoufly apparelled i Silks and Sattins, as
alfo one other fitting in form of a naked Woman,
foreading and laying forth her Hair in a Looking-
olafs, which Mrs, Turuer did confidently affirm to
be in 1 Box, and that fhe knew mn what part or
room of the Study they were.

Mrs. Forman further depofeth, That Mrs, Turucr
and her Hufband would be fomettmes three or four
hours locked up in his Study together, She did
depofe further, that her Hufband had a Ring
would open like a Wartch,

There was allo a Note fhewed in the Court,
made by Dr, Formen, and written in Parchment,
fignifying what Ladies loved what Lords in the
Court ; but the Lord Chief Jullice would not {uf-
fer 1t to be read openly in the Court.

Mrs, Turner fent Margaret her Mard to Mrs,
Foriran, and withed that all fuch Letters and Pa-
pers as concerned the Xarl of Semerfet, or the
Countefs of Effex, or any other great Perfonages,
thould be burnt ; telling her, That the Council’s
Warrant thould come to fearch the Study, and
that all his Goods might be feized : whercupon the
and her Maid Margaret, with the confent of Mis.
Lorman, burnt divers Letters and Papers, but yet
the kept fome withour their Privity.

There was alfo Enchantments fhewed in Court,
written in Parchment, wherein were contained all
the Names of the blefled Trinity, mentioned in
the Scriptures ; and in another Parchment, -}~ B,
~-C. 4~ D. -~ E. and in a third likewife in Parch-
ment, were written all the Names of the Holy T'ri-
nity, as alfo a Figure, in which was written this
Word, Cospus; and upon the Parchment was faft-
ned a little piece of the Skin of a Man.

In {fome of thefe Parchments, were the Devils
particular Names, who were conjured to torment
the Lord Somerfer and Sir Arthur Mowwaring, if
their Loves thould not continue, the one to the
Countefs, the other to Mrs. Turuer,

Mrs. Turner alfo confeffed, That Dr. Savories
was ufed in fucceflion after Forman, and praifed
many Sorceries upon the Earl of Effex’s Perfon.

Mers. Turner being in a manner kept clofe Prifo-
ner 1n one of the Sheriff*s Houfes in London, before
the was brought to the Bar, knew not that 2/:fon
was execured ; but by the Proceedings, having un-
derftanding thereof, and hearing divers Examina-
tions read, it fo much dejected her, that in a man-
ner the fpake nothing for herfelf. Alfo Examina-
tions and Wtnefies, vivae voce, that were produced
at Wefton’s Arraignment, and divers others, were
now read again, as the Examinations of one Ed-

ward Pain, Fobn Wright, and Robert Freeman.

24. The Trial of Anne Turner
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Syincots, Raulins, Payte and Williams, at one of
thefe Examinations, gave evidence, That one
Franklin, being an Apothecary and Druggift, was
the Provider of all the Poifons given to Sir Thomas
Querbury.

A Chirurgeon there depofed, That he cured
Franklin of the Pox ; and that at feveral times he
demanded of this Chirurgeon, What was the
{trongeft Poifon? The Chirurgeon demanding of
him what he would do with 1, LFranklin rephies,
Nothing but for his Experience, and to try Con-
clulions.

Another Examination of one Afercerr, who had
Conference with the fud Franklin, caliing him
Coulin, who demanded of this Examinant, What
News ? Hleanfwered, hear ill News, [Tam forry
that my old Lord and Maiier’s Son 1+ found infuf-
ficient, and not able to content the Lady.

Fraukiin replies, 1 have a hand in that Bufinels ;
I have a great Iriend of my Lady of Efeex, the
allows me 25. 64, a-day for my Boat-hire, and
105, a-week for my Diet, I could have any Mo-
ney I would. Aercer replies, But, Coufin, how
can God blefs you m this Bufinels ¢ Freakiin an-
fwers, Let them talk of God that have to do with
him, my Lord of Semerfct and the Countefs will
bear me outin any thing I doy 1f you have any
Suit, wherein you may do your felf any eood, and
I may gaun by it, I will warrant you I will get it,

Frances depofeth, that Franklin married his
Sifter, and that he thinketh in his Confcience fhe
was poifoned ; and that upon fome Diicontent, he
heard him fay, He would be hanged for never a
Whore or Quean of them all,

The Lord Chiet Juftice made a Speech upon
divers Examinations there read, That the Earl of
Somerfet gave Directions, that of the Powder he fent
to Querdury, that which fhould be left, fhould be
brought back again: his Pretext was, that it
fhould make hun fick 3 which fhould be the Ground
to make the King grant his Liberty, faying fur-
ther, It ,would do Owerbury good; and he had
Tarts and Jellies likewife fent him by the Coun-
tefs, with exprels Commandment, that none muft
eat of them but Sir Thomas, faying, they will do
him no harm.

At another time, the Countefs fent. Tarts, Jel-
lies and Wine, with Directions, that thofe which
had been formerly fent, fhould be brought back
again ; and thofe laft brought, fhould be given
him ar Supper, and then all fhould be well; but
Diretions given, that neither the Lieutenant, nor
his Wife might eat of them, but they might drink
of theWine, for in the Tarts and Jellies there might
be Letters, but in the Wine there might be none.
And afterwards it was openly related, and proved
by divers Witnefles, that thofe words Let/ers were
private ‘Tokens between the Countefs, and the
Lieutenant, and »7effon, to give notice what things
were polfoned, and what not.

In the Examinations that were of Fgfion, 1t was
related, That Mr, Fames told him, that the Earl
his Mafter would pay him for his pains about Sir
Thomas Overbury,

Then the Lord Chief Juftice gave in charge to
the Jury, concerning the Evidence they had for-
merly heard, and told them, That #efon, at his
Examination, had confeffed, that all he had faid
formerly was true.

Fle further related, What a great Vexation and
Grief 1t was to the King, that Semeifet only by
making ufe of his Favour and L.ove, fo foul a FFact

WS
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was done: as, Firft, To be the Occafion to put
Sir Thomas Querbury to Employment for the Em-
baflage at Ruffia : and, Secondly, To make him
refufe the fame, and to give right Caufe for his
Commitment: Thirdly, To bear him in hand,
that he would work his Liberty, but ftill aggrava-
ted and laboured the contrary, and gave Direc-
tions to the Licatenant of the Tower, to look fure-
ly to him, and to keep him clofe Prifoner, and
that he fhould fend to none of his Friends, or they
to him, urging great Matters againit him.

Siv Themas Monfonn was often employed to give
Diretions to the Lisutenant therein 3 which was
a moft barbarous Courfc to be fo deale withal, only
for a Contempt : concluding, that Overdury was a
clofe Prifoner to all his Friends, but open to all
bis Enemies, fuch as Soimerf2t would have or fend
unto him.

Then the Lord Chief Juftice told Mrs, Turner,
that fhe had the feven deadly Sins 5 iz, 2 Whore,
a Baud, a Sorcerer, a Witeh, a Papift, 2 Felon,
and a Murderer, th: Daughter of the Devil Foi-
man 5 wifhing her to repent, and to become a Ser-
vant of Jefus Chrift, and to pruy to him to calt
out of her thofe feven Devils,

She defired the Lord Chief Juftice to be good
unto her, laying, fhe was ever brought up with the
Countefs of Seinerfet, and had been of a long time
her Servant, and knew not that there was Poi-
fon 1n any of thole things fent to Sir Theres
Overbury.

Then the Jury went forth, and not long after
returned, finding her Guilty,
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Who being asked, - What the had to fay for her

felf, why Judgment fhould not be pronounced a-

gamn(t her 3 fhe only defired Favour, but could
not {peak any thing for weeping.

Then Judge Crook made another grave Speech,
exhorting her to Repentance, and to prepare her
fIf ready for Death ; and that the little time
which fhould be affigned her to live, fhe fhould not
{pend 1t either in Hope or in Imagination to get
Life, for that Hope was buta Witch, Upon con-
clulion of which Speech, he gave Judgment, and
told her, fhe had had a very honourable Trial, by
fuch Men as he had not {een {for one of her Rank
and Quality, and fo was dclivered to the Sheriffs.

Upon the Wednefday following, the was brought
from the Sheriff’s in a Coach to Newgate, and was
there put into a Cart; and cafting Money often
among the People as fhe went, the was carred
to Tyburn, where fhe was executed, and whither
many Men and Womien of fafhion came in Coach-
es to {ce her die: to whom fhe madea Speech, de-
firing them not to rejoice at her Fall, but to take
exampleby hers fhe exhorting them to ferve God,
and abandon Pride, and ali other Sins 5 relating
her breeding with the Countefs of Samerfet, having
had no other Means to maintain her and her Chil-
dren, but what came from the Countefs : and faid
farther, That when her hand was once in this
Bufinefs, the knew the revealing of it would be
her Overthrow.  The which, with other like
Speeches, and great Penetincy there fhewed, mo-
ved the Spedtators to great Pity, and Griet for

her.

2

XXV. The Trial of Sir JeErvis ELwEs Kt. Lieutcnant of
the Tower, at the Guild-Hall of London, for #he Murder of

Sir ‘Thomas Overbury, zbe 16th of November, 1615. 13

Jac. L.

Ul HIE Form of the Inditment was
A Bdy @ the malicious Aiding, Comforting,
W& and Abetting of /7:ffor in the Poi-
NotbwertdNd {oning and Murdering of Overbury ;
pogimieae whereupon it was laid againft him
T as follows ¢ ¥

Firlt, When Wefton received the Vial of Poifon
of two Inches long, to give Sir Thomas, he having
the Glafs in one Hand, and Broth for Sir Thosmas in
the other Hand, meeting the Lieutenant, ‘asked
him thus, Sir, fball I give it him now ¢ The Lieute-
nant reproved him, yer that Night he gave it him
1n his Broth : Ewgo, the Licutenant knew of the
Practice and Potloning of Siv Thouas Overbury : €5
qui mon propulfat injuriam cum poffit, infert, Cicero.

After this was known to be Poifon, yet he kept
Wefton (1l 5 he favoured, countenanced and graced
him, and one time fent him a Cup of Sack, and
bid his Maa tell him, that he loved him as well as
ever he did : all this while he paid him no Wages,
and as foon as Overdary died, #effon was removed,

* 3 Co. Inft, 4q. 153,
5

'The Countefs wrote a Letter to the Lieutenant,
with the Letter the fent poifoned Tarts to Over-
bury,and Wine to the Lieutenant’s Wife 5 and bade
him give the Tarts to Ouverbury, for there were
Letters in them, but his Wife and Children might
drink the Wine, for fhe was fure there were no
Letters in it.

The Earl of Northamptor writ a Letter to the
Lieutenant, concerning the Imprifonment of Qver-
pury 5 the faid Earl writ two Letters to Rocheffer,
contamning thefe Words,

The Earl of Northampton’s Letter to Rochefter.

Sweet Lord,
¢ Hink notI find Pain in that which gives me
¢ {weeteft Pleafure, which is any thing that

¢ falls from your Pen ; three things concur to my
‘ exceeding joy in your worthy Letters, Proof of

¢ your Love, Comfort in your Words, and Judg-
ment
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: ment in your Writing : you may believe the
¢ Words of him that will rather die than flatter
¢ you; my Heart is full of the Love of you; your
¢ Charaers are no more pain for me to perufe,
¢ being as well acquainted with your Hand as my
¢ own, the Pain is no more than the cracking of a
¢ Nut for the fweet Kernel, or my Niece’s Pain,
¢ in the Silver-dropping Stream of your Pen.’-----
[ There the Lord Chief Juftice left oft reading for
the Bawdinels of it 3 then after inthe Letter fol-
fowed], 1 fpent two Hours yefterday, prompt-
‘ ing the Lieutenant with Cautions and Confide-
¢ rations ; oblerving with whom he is to deal, that
¢ he might the betrer aét his Part, for the Adven-
¢ ture in which he dealeth,’

Henry Narthanipton,

Another Letter to Rochefter.,

Sweet Lord,

Cannot deliver unto you with what Cautton

and Conflideration, &¢. and the Lieutenant
looking to his Bulinefs, which concerns no more
than Lext affords, that marched m his Affairs,
I thall hold him difcreet, and Jove him better
whil(t T live, for this his Conclufion : For this
¢ Negro can no more change his Skin than a Les-

¢ pard his Spots.’

o iy L T - r_.
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Henry Northampion,

Auother Letfer 1o Rochefter,

Scweeel Loid,
¢ Verbury being viewed, there was found in
‘ his Arm an Iffue, and on his Belly twelve
¢ Kerncls likely to break to 1ffue, each as big as
¢ Three-Pence 5 one Iflue on his Back, with a
¢ tawny Plaifter on it; this was ftrange and ugly.
¢ He ftunk intolerably, infomuch that he was
¢ caft into the Coffin with a loofe Sheet over him.
« God is gracious in cutting off ill Inftruments from
¢ off the fa&ious Crew : If he had come forth,
¢ they would have made ufe of him, Thus, Sweet
¢ Lord, wifhing you all Increafe of Happinefs
£

and Honour, I end,

Your Lordfbip’s, more than any Man,
Henry Northampton.

The Licutenant wric a Letter to the Earl of
Northaipton, certifying him, That he undertook
Sir Thomas Overbury according to his Inftructions:
That as foon as he came to the Place, Sir Thoinas
protefted his Innocency upon the Bible 5 and then
(quoth he) he asked me what they meant to do
with him 2 1 anfwered, They mean to refine yon,
that your Purenefs may appear a litile better. After 1
walked with him in his Chamber, and advifed him
to give way to the Match between Rochefler and
the Countefs 5 but then he grew hot againft your
Lordfhip and the Countefs of Suffol, faying, If
he were the Countefs of Sufloll’s Prifoner, (as he
thought he was) then (faid he) let ber know thar T
care as little to die, as fbe ty be cruel, The Coun-
tefs of Suffolk I find to be joined with you in this
Plot, tho’ the Chamberlain knows not of it, nor any
one elfe. Bur Rochefter’s part I fhall much fear,
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until I fee the Event to be clearly conveyed, And
{o he concluded his Letter. ,

Fervis Elwes,

The Anfwer of Sir Jervis Elwes to the Points
propofed.

My Lord, Before 1 anfwer to the Matter of
Charge againit me, let me remember your Lord-
fhip of one Speech which I learned from your
Mouth : I have heard you {peak 1t at the Council-
Table, and you have delivered it at the Affizes 1n
the Country, That when a Prifoner ftands at the
Bar for his Life, comfortlefs, allowed no Coun-
fel, but ftrong Counfel againft him, ‘perchance af-
frighted with the Fear of Death, his Wife and
Children to be caft forth out of dooss, and made
to feek their Bread 3 you have always pitied che
Caufe of fucha one : You have proteited you had
rather hang in Hell for Mercy to fuch a one, than
for Judgment.

My Lord, you have not obferved your own
Rule in my Caufe ; you have paraphraled upon e-
very Examination, you have aggravated every
Evidence, and applied it to me, fo that T ftand
clearly condemned before 1 be found guilty ¢ If ¥
be {o vile a Man as your Lordfhip conceives me, I
were unworthy of any Favour ; but I hope your
Lordihip fhall not find i,

So I will deny nothing that hath Evidence of
Truth againft me, I will not tell a Lye to fuve my
Life, and I befeech your Lordihip {o to conceive
of me, move your Charity towards me.

Then defired he the Court, that the Heads of
the Accufations might be collected by the Counfel
for the King, which were the fame which were
mentioned before 3 to which he feverally anfwered,
{oe.

To the firft, Shall I give it him now ? he an-
{wered, that when W efton asked him the Queftion,
he faw no Poifon in his Hand, and therefore faid
he, in Wefton’s and mine Examination, the Quef-
tion was, Shall I give it him now? not, Shall I
eive him this now ¢ for there is a great difference
between Hoc and Id in matter of Prevention,

But further, when #Weflon had told me that 1c
was Poifon which he meant to give, I reproved
and beat him down with God’s Judgment ; nay, I
humbled him f{o, that upon his Knees he thanked
God and me, and told me, that he and his had
caufe to blefs God for me, for that I withheld him
from doing that Act: and if you call this Comfort-
ing and Abetting, to terrify a Man for his Sins,
and to make him fo confefs his Faults to God, and
to abhor and deteft the A€t, then was I an Abettor
and Comforter of Wefton. :

To the fecond, after I had thus terrified Weflos
with God’s Judgments, and faw him caft down for
his Offence 3 I could do him no better Office than
of Charity, to raife him up, who was thus down,
and therefore favoured him ; I fhewed him kindnefs,
I drank to him, to the intent I might enccurage
the Intentions of his Mind, which I found then re-
folved in abhorring the Fact : and that I gave him
no Wages, itistrue, I took him from the Com-
mendations of my Lord of Northanipten, and Sir
Thomas Monfon, whom I took to be my Friends,
and thought they would commend no Man to be

a Keeper, which might any way endanger me.

4 To
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To the third, I never knew any other meaning
to the Countels’s words in her Letters, but the
bare literal meaning ; and fure (quoth he) after I
had received the Tarts, and they had ftood a while
in my Kitchin, I faw them fo black and foul, and
of fuch ftrange Colours, that [ did caufe my Cook
to throw them away, and to make other Tarts and
Jellies for him

To the fourth, he faid the Earl of Northampton’s
Letter to me, was not any thing touching the Poi-
foning of Overbury, but for a clofe Reftraint 5 to
the end, that Ouverbury might agree to their Pur-
pofes concerning the Marriage o be had betiveen
Rochefter and the Countefs : if the Earl of Nor-
thampton had any other Plot to take away his Life,
I was not any-thing of his Council, or had know-
Iedoe therein,

To the fifth, whereas it 1s faid, I received him
according to my Inftructions, I meant none
other thing than I have delivered before, which
was concerning the clofenefs of his Imprifonment,
Bat being afked what he meant by thefe words;
Rochefter’s part I fhall greatly fear, umil I
fee the Event to ke clearly carried 5 in this,
he {taggered, and wavered much, and gave his
Anfwer: It was long fince I wrote this Letter,
and for the particular Circumftances that induced
me to this Speech, I cannot now call to Memory ;
but fure T am, that at that time, knowing my felf
to be innocent, I could the better have fatisfied
my remembrance, fo that I meant nothing the
taking away of his Life : but becavfe I was a Stran-
acr to Rochefter, and had heard and known of
that great League that was between them 3 I might
well think, fufpect, and fear, whether he would
always countenance thefe Projedts for his reftraine.
Thefe were the Anfwers he made to his Accuy-
{ations, and after he had made many Prorefta-
tions between God and his Soul, of his Innocency
of this malicious plotting and abetting of Quver-
bury’s Death, he applied himfelf to the Jury, and
told them thus :

I will prove unto you by many infallible and
unanf{werable Reafons, thatI could not be Aider
and Complotter with #7zfton in this Poifoning,

Firft, I made a free and voluntary difcovery of
it my {elf, I was not compelled : will any Man
imagine, that I would difcover a thing, whereof I
could not clear my felf ? Nature 15 more kind than
to be its own Accufer,

Befides, that my Clearnefs might more appear,
and remain in the World without any Sufpicion, I
proceed and acculed the Murderer ZVefton ¢ it had
been a fenfele(s thing, and abfurd in me, if I had
not thought my felf clear, to have accufed him,
who might have done as much for me. |

Nay, Wefton himlelf proved me to be an honeft
Man before the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; for
he confefled to him, and others being prefent, that
he thought that the Lieutenant knew not of the
Poifon : and in his Examination before the Lord
Chief Juftice, and Serjeant Crew, being asked the
meaning of thefe words, Shall I give it him now?
he anfwers, that he thought that thofe which had
{fet him on work, had acquainted the Lieutenant
with their Plot.

Alfo I was fo confident in my own Innocency,
that I told my Lord Chief Juftice, and my Lord
Zouch the way to make Wefton confels, and to dif-
cover all 5 which was by fair and gentle intreaty
of him, and {o by this means they might fearch the
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bottom of his Heart ;- in this the Lord Chief Juf-

tice witneffed with him.

And after Sir Thomas Querbury was dead, Wefton
and Mrs. Turner were fent to know of me whether
I had any inkling of the Death of Sir Thomes ?
What need they have made this Queftion, if I had
known any thing thereof ?

Alfo that which I do know concerning the Poi-
foning of Sir Thomas, was after his Death, by Rela-
tion of #¢ffon 3 and here I am indicted as Accef-
fary before the Fact, when 1 knew nothing till af-
ter the Fadt,

After that he had confirmed thefe Reafons by
fundry Proots and Witneffes, he went furcher in
his own Decfence: If I be in the Plot, the Lord
Treafurer is, I have his Letter to fhew in it 5 he
called me to his Lodging, and faid the Plots you
konow them as well as I, the Plots were only to re-
pair her Honour : my Wife hath the Letters from
my Lord Treafurer and Monfon; for thefe Plots |
will run willingly to my Death, if Circumftances
be knit with any manner of Faé:.

He proceeded further, and told the Lord Chief
Jutice, that he fpake not this to juftify himfelf, o
that no blemifh or ftain might cleave unto him 3 for
(faid he) this Vifitation is fent me from God, and
whether I live or die, it is the happ'et Aflicion to
my Soul, that I ever received. I have kid optn
my whole Heart for Blood- suiltinefs : T have not
repented me other than of Errors of my Judgment,
in notdetecting what I fulpeced, and yer I doask
God forgivenefs daily for lefler Sins; but of this
1 know no other, but the grofs Error of my Judg-
ment, In not preventing it, when I faw fuch Intend-
ment and Imaginations againft him,

Then he put to my Lord Chief Juftice this Cafe -
If one that knoweth not of any Plot to poifon a
Man, but only fufpetteth, is no A&or or Contriver
himfelf, onlyimagineth fuch a thing, Whether fuch
a one be acceffary to the Murder ; for the words
of the IndiGtment are, Abetting and Comforting
with Malice : Now if there ba any Man that

charges me exprefsly, or in dire@® Terms, that I
was an Abettor, or if the Court thall think in this
ale which I have put that fuch a concealing with-
out Malice, is an Abetting, I refufe not to die, I
am Guilty. This was the Sum of his Speech.

Then the Lord Chief Tuftice replied 3 That to
his knowledge, he fpake no more concerning the
Evidence than hecould in Confciencejuﬂify, which
was only to exprefs the Evidence of things, and
not wreiting any thing in prejudice of his Life,

But further he told him, That two Days before
Sir & bamas Overbury died, you withed his Man 1o
bring his beft Suit of Hangings to hang his Cham.
ber, which you knew were your Fees,

And after he told him, that his Accufation of
the Lord Treafurer was very malicious ; for in the
Examinations he had taken, and in all the exaft
Speech he could work for the finding out of the
Truth, he faw not that honourable Gentleman any
way touched.

In conclufion he told him, Tt is not your deep
Proteftations, nor your appealing to God, that
can {way a Jury from their Evidence, which is not
yet anfwered unto. |

But - to leave you without Excufe, and to make
the Matter as clear as may be, here is the Confef-
fion of Franklin, (which he then drew out of his
Bolom) faying, This poor Man, not knowing Sir
Fervis thould come to his Trial, this Morning

he
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he came unto me at Five of the Clock, and told
me, That he was much troubled in his Confcience,
and could not reft all that Night until he had made
his Confeffion ; and it is fuch a one (thefe were his
Words) as the Eye of England never faw, nor the
Ear of Chriffendsn never heard.

The Confeffion of Jaines Frankling 2be 16¢h of
Novembery 1613,

Mrs. Turaer came to me from the Countefs, and
withed me from her to gect the ftrongeft Poifon
I could for Str Thamas Overbury. Accordingly I
bought leven, wiz. Aguafortis, White Arfenick,
Mercury, Powder of Diamonds, Lapis Coftitus, great
Spiders, and Cantharides : All thefe were given to
Sir Thoinas Ouverbury at feveral times.  And further
confefleth, That the Licutenant knew of thefe Pol-
fons 3 for that appeared (faid he) by many Letters
which he writ to the Countefs of Effex, which I
{aw, and thereby knew that he knew of this Mat-
ter : One of thefe Letters 1 read for the Countefs,
becaufe the could not read ir herfelf, in which the
Lieutenant ufed this Speech ;

Madam, The Scab s like the Fox, the more he
1s curfed, the better he farethy and many other
Speeches,  Sir Thomas never eat White Sale, but
there was /White Arfenick put into it: Once he
defired Pig, and Mrs, Turner put into it Lapis
Coftitus.

The White Powder that was fent to Sir Thomas
in a Letter, he knew to be #White Arfenick.

Atanother time he had two Partridges fent him
from the Court; and Water and Onions being the
Sauce, Mrs. Turner put in Cantharides inftead of
Pepper ; {o that there was {carce any thing that he
did eat, but there was fome Poifon mix’d, For
thefe Poifons the Countefs fent me Rewards: She
fent many times Gold by Mrs. Turner,

She afterwards wrote unto me to buy her more
Poifons. I went unto her, and told her I was
weary of it; and I befought her upon my Knees
that fhe would ufe me no more in thofe Matters :
But fhe importuned me, bad me go, and enticed
me with fair Speeches and Rewards ; fo fhe over-
came me, and did bewitch me,

The caufe of this Poifoning, as the Countefs told

him, was, Becaufe Sir Thomas Overbury would pry
fo far into their Suit, as he would put them down.
He did alfo fay that the Tootblefs Maid, trufty Mar-
garet, was acquainted with the Poifoning ; o was
Mrs. Turner’s Man Stephen 5 fo alfo Mrs, Horpe,
the Countefs’s own Hand,
- He faith, On the Marriage-Day of the Couns
tels with Somerfet the fent him 20/, by Mrs, Tur-
#ers and he was to have been paid by the Countefs
200 4, per Annum during his Life,

That he was urged and haunted two hundred
feveral times, at leaft, by the Countefs to do it a-
gainft hus Confcience. He faith, fhe was able to
bewitch any Man ; and then he wroughe the Love
between Rocheffer and her 5 and that he had twelve
feveral Letters from her to profecute ir, and was
to have 200/, to continue their Loves until the
" Marriage ; and that all Things were burnr fince
the firft Dilcovery.

Thote were all the Materials in Franklin’s Con-
feffion, To this Sir Fervis Elwes knew not what
to an{wer, or to make of his own Letters.

Then prefently the Jury departed from the Bar,
and fhortly after returned, and found him Guilty 5

5
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and the Lord Chief Juftice gave Judgment of
Death againft him.

N Monday the zoth of November, 1615, he

was executed at Tower-bill, upon a Gibbet

there fet of purpofe, about fix a-clock in the
Morning,

He came on foot to the Gibbet from Sheriff
Goare’s Houfe, between Dr. Whyting and Dr. Fel-
ton, two of his Majefty’s Chaplans ; and coming
to the Ladder’s Foot, he talked 2 Word or two to
the Executioner.

Then he went ep the Ladder four or five Steps,
the Executioner fitting over his Head, upon the
Top of the Gibbet : Sir Fervis inding the Ladder
to {tand too upright for his Eafe, fpuke to have it
amended, which forthwith (he coming dows) was
done, being faftened in the Ground ; and then he
went up again fix Steps, where after a while, fit-
tng ealily, he faid :

Nobles, Right Worfhipful, and others, T am
here come, as well to fhew, explain, and vnfold
that which, at the time of my Arraignment, {o
many of you as were prefent expected : as alfo to
thew that then 1 perceived 1 had loft the good
Opinion of many, in ftanding fo long upon my
Innocency, which was my Fault, I contefs, hoping
now to recover the fame, and your good charnable
Opinions of me ; which Faule I then faw not, be-
ing blinded with mine Errors, which made me ac-
count It no Sin.

But fince my Condemnation, by Means and Help
of thefe two Gentlemen here prefent (¢he twe Doc-
tors) I was perfuaded of the Greatnefs of my Sin,
and that 1t was fo much the greater, by how much
the more 1 did conceal it 3 which by God’s Mercy
I perceiving, confulted not with Flefh and Blood,
but thoughty in this my Condemnation, my Dbeit
way for my Soul’s Health, to reveal to the Omni-
potent and All-feeing God, the moft fectet and in-
ward Intentions and Thoughts of my deceitful
Heart, not once fufpeting the Pains or Difpraifes
of the World, which I regard rot at all,

It may be forne will fay, that this Place was moik
unfit for my Execution, appointed to terrify and
daunt me {fo muoch the more; but alas! I fear not
Death, Place, nor any fuch like thing, for I ac-
count it the King’s and Council’s fpecial Favour
that I die here; for that I requefting the fame, it
was granted; whereby I fee now this Tower,
wherein of late I have been called to the State Bu-
finefs, and ftill might, if I had perform’d a more
loyal Service to my King and Country than I did.

Next, That I was not appointed to Tyburu, a
Place of more publick Reproach than now I am
brought, being worthy to die by due and lawful
Juftice, in profecuting this bloody and enormous
Act againft a kind Gentleman, who deferved not
il at my Hands, nor at any Man’s elfe for aught
I know.

But were 1t I had not trufted him, who was z
molt perfidious Wretch, I had not fallen into this
fame; which may warg all here prefent to take
heed whom they truft ina bad Matter, and to ad-
montifh you that are trufted never to break honeft
and juft Fidelity.

1 was by divers Tricks drawn into this Action,
which I received from the Earl of Northampton,
Sir Thomas Monfon, and none other : but had I
remembred the 119th Pfalm 1x5th erfe, and faid
with that holy Propher{ Away from me ye Wicked,

for
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for Twill keep the Commandments of my God 5 then
had I refuled fuch like Tricks, Alas! now too
late ; there was my Fault, that I dic not refufe
them, and caft myfelf upon God’s Providence,
without any Dependency on Man, tho’ never {o
honourable. 'Was ever any decetv’d that did cruft
in God ? there was never any,

Therefore I admonith you all; let none, how
honourable foever he be, or the King himfelf,
move you to any thing not agreeable to God’s
Word, do it not, reject it ; for this was my Faul,
that I had not at the firft opened this Plot to his
Majefty, who no doubt would moft juftly and
righteoufly have pumfh’d the fame,

You Nobles, Worfhipful, and others, ler my
Example teach you thus much, That you pro-
phane not the holy Sabbath of the Lord, nor his
good Creatures, nor that you turn (by a lafcivious
Courfe) Nights into Days and Days into Nights,
as | have done ; and that in ferving God, you muft
not only read the Scriptures, but join Prattice there-
with : for what Good elfe will the fame effedt, if
the Heart be foul, bloody, and impure 2

Some here knew my Forwardnefs therein ; but
I piead not Innocency that way, but caft it off,
and confefs, that of this great Aflembly I am the
moft wretched Simner,

You expect Speeches from me of fome concealed
Matters, and upon fome of my Speeches ufed at
the clofing up of my Arraignment; but I ftand
here loro Peccatorisy, non Oratoris : yet I will fhew
you that I have opened to my Lord Chief Juftice
of England, fince my Arraignment, that which to
the uttermoft of my power I was able to verify,
upon which then I took the Body and Bloed of
Fefus Chrift 3 and 1n further Teftimony thereof, I
will now feal 1t with my laft and deareft Breath.

Nobles and others, to fee your Facesit rejorceth
me, whereby you manife(t your Love in granting
my Requeft, to be Witnefles of my Death ; I fee
a Number of my Friends, there, therc, there,
{ pointing as be fpake] whom, out of their Loves,
I entreat to befeech God to ftrengthen me in Death;
tho’ ignominious to fome, yet to me a ditter Cup,
smingled to ine with God’s Mercy, a {pecial Favour
this way to call me Home, whereas he might have
taken away my Life by fhooting the Bridge, or
{fome Fall, or otherwife ; and then this unrepented
Sin, which [ accounted no Sin (fuch was my Blind-
nefs) had been Damnation to me ; for God is juft,
and the unrepented Sinner fhall have no Salvation.

There is none of you prefent here, that knows
how or in what fort he fhall die, it may be in his
Bed, it may be otherwife (God knows); I proteft
before you all, I never came over this Hill, in the
chiefeft of all my Profperity, with more Joy then
now I have at this prefent ; for I now know that
prefently I fhall behold the glorious Face and Sight
of my Creator.

Take heed, and let my Example incite you to
ferve God truly and uprightly, better than I have
done, left a fhameful Death overtake you, as it
doth me, who am unworthy of my Parents Care
in bringing; me up.

It may be fome will fav I have a flinty Heart,
becaule [ fhed no Tears ; my Heartis Flefh as any
others, and {am as faint-hearted to look Death in
the Face as any others: but becaufe my Ulfe hath
been not to fhed Tears, I cannot now eafily, ex-
cept it be for the Lofs of fome great Friend; albeit
now my Heart beginneth to melt within me, being
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wounded [with that the Tears flood in his Eyes]
to fee the Faces of fome there prefent, whom I
moft earneftly love, and now muft depart from
with Shame : for worldly Regard I refpect not,
for well Mr. Sheriff knows, that (to fhame this
my finful Flefh the more) I with (if he had pleafed)
to have been brought from /7eftminfter thro’ the
City, to have warned all Spectators how they fhould
not [ifcape without Judgment for Blood 5 tor God
15 juft.

I had almoft forgotten to fhew you a ftrange
thing, which God brought to my Memory the laft
Night, which was this; I confefs I have been a
great Gamefter, and efpecially on the other fide,
have wafted and played many Sums of Money,
which exhaufted a great Part of my Means; which
I perceiving, vowed ferioully (not flightly or un-
advifedly) to the Lord in my Vow and Prayers,
Lord let me be hanged if ever I play any more! which
not long after 15 moft juftly come upon me, whereof
you are all Eye-witnefles, becaufe a thoufand times
fince I brake this my Vow.

Then he efpied one Sir Maximilian Dallifon fand-
ing near the Gibbet on borfeback, and faidunto bim:
You know, Sir Maximilian, what gaming we have
had, and how we have turned Days into Nights,
and Nights into Days ; I pray youin time to leave
it off, and difhonour God no more by breaking his
Sabbaths, for he hath always enough to purifh, as
you now {ee me, who little thought to die thus.

To which Sir Maximiliam anfwer’d b ; Sir
Fervis, I am much grieved for you, and I fhall
never forget what you have here fard ; whereunto
Sir Jervis faid, Looktoit, do then.

Further, be continued his Speech, faying, Let
no Manboaft of the Abilities and Gifts of Nature,
which God giveth him; for thereinI difpleafed God,
being tranfported with over-muchPride of my Pen;
which obfequious Quili of mine procured my juft
Overthrow, upon the knitting of my Lord Chief
Juftice’s Speech at my Atrraignment, by reafon of
two ot three Paffages at the bottom of my Letter,
fubferibed with my own Hand, which I utterly had
forgotten, becaufe I felt notany Sin 3 which when
I heard, I faw none other but the Finger of God
could thus point to this Fact ; by this Means I do
proteft before God, and confefs before you all, that
I was fo far overtaken by this bloody Fact, that for
Satisfaction of the fame, I willingly yield my
dearefl Blood, to the Shame of this my Carcafs,
not being fo much grieved for the fame as for
others, that I wifh I had hanged in Chains perpetu-
ally, {o that I had revealed at firft the hemnous Plot.

Then fhould I have faved the Lives of fome al-
ready dead, {ome in the Tower, fome in the City,
fome over Seas ; fo fhould I have prevented many
from being Widows, fome from being Fatherlefs,
and fome from being Childlefs, among whom
mine own Wile for one, and eight fatherlefs Chil-
dren of mine, which I leave now behind me, and
God knows how many be guilty of this Fat, and
when it will be ended.

‘The Lord Chief Juftice, upon clofing up of my
Specches at my Arraignment, faid I was an Aua-
baptift : T would to God I were as clear from all
other Sins, as from that, forI always detefted that
Condition.

As for my Wife, fome fay fhe 1s a Papift 5 but
true itis, fhe comes fo fhort from a fincere Pro-
teftant, (I mean in that refpet) that when {le is

amoeng Papifts the cannot well torbear them.
Yy Then
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Then be fpake to the Sheriff, faying, 1f it may be
permitted without Offence, I have fomewhat to
fay, and that is this, Is ## lawful for any one bere to.
demand of me any Queftions 2 To which the Shenfi
anfwer’d, It is not lowsful ;s wherefore good Sir Fer-
vis (quoth be) forbear. Sir Fervis thereunto faidy
with doubling his Words, 12 is enongh, it 15 eiough.

I have here (quoth he) one that holdeth my
Cloak, may I beftow fomewhat on him ? The She-
riff anfwer’d, Thatyou may, Sir; whercupon he
calld the young Man to him by his Name, who
{tood waiting at the Ladder’s Foot, and gave him
out of his Pocket fome Picces of Gold, or Silver,
Here take this, [pend it; which he with bitter

26, The Trial of James Franklin

Tears thankfully accepted. Dr.Whyting awud Dr.
Felton ffraiued Courtefy, which of thein fhould begin
apublick Prayer, fitting for this Party's Condition
oire of them willed the other : but at laft Di. Whyung

faid, If you Sir Jervis can perforin it your felf, yor of
all Men are the fitteft to do it, with Efficacy both of

Soul and Spirit : wherenpon be faid, 1 thall do my
beft then 3 but my Hearers, I crave your charitable
Conftruction, if with half Words, and imperfect
Speeches, [ chatter like a Crase. *

His Prayer being ended, ke afked if he might
pray privately ; the Dotor faid, Yes, Sir.

Then made hea fhort Prayer to himfelf, with his
Face cover’d ; and after he uncover’d 1t, and faid,

13 Jac.I.

Sir Jervis, you may fland one Step lotwer on 1h¢
Ladder : To whom the Sherift anfwer’d, Iz is bet-
ter for him, Mr. Doflor, to be wheie be is.  Stay
(quoth the Doltor) o the Exccutioner, for be baib
given a Watch-word, be is in private Prayer again.
Yea, quoth he, [ kunow that, for be hoth given me
¢ Watch-word, when I fhall perfornt my Office 19
b,

He uncover’d his Face after his fecond fhort
Prayer, and firft took his leave of all the Affembly,
faying, with a chearful Voice and Countenance, J
pray you pray for s, who fhall never wore bebsld
your laces.  Uhen he faid with a great Fervency of
Spirit, Lord, Idefive atthy hands this bitter Cup
of Death, as the Patient veceiveth a bitter Potion,
not oree demanding what is in the Cup, but takes aid
drinks it off, beit never fo bitter.

As foonthenas he had audibly faid, Lord Fefus re-
cerve my Soul; which, 1t feems, wisthe Lxecutioner’s
Watch-word, he prefently turn’d himoft the Lad-
der ; and bemng off; the Executoner’s Man caught
hold of one of his Feet, his own Man on the other
Foot, whercby they fuddenly weigh’d his Life ;
where hanging a fmall Diftance of Time, his Body
not once ftirred, only his Hands a lictle {tirred and
moved, bemng tied with a ltdde black Ribband,
which a little before he had reach’d to the Execu.
tioner, putting up his Hands to him for that pus-

Now I bave pray’d, aow Imuft pay, I mnean, do the pofe. All which being ended, both Corps and
laft Office to Juftice.  Withthat Dr. Whyting faid, lhigh Gibbet were from thence removed.
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XXVL The Trial of JamEs FRANKLIN, at the King’s-
Bench, for the Murder of Sir Thomas Cverbury, 272h of
November, 1615. Mich. 15 Jac. .

FTE.R he had put himfelf for his

Tral upon the Country, a Jury of
! Z liiquires and Gentlemen was im-
sty panclied to pafs upon his Life, Then

Weftow’s IndiCtment was read, and
Franklin acculed as Acceflary to the Poifoning of
oir Themes Querbury, and in his Examination for-

merly taken were thefe Words :
James Franklin's Confeffion.

He confeffeth, That in 2 Houlfe near to Doifors-
Commons, Mrs, Tuirner did firft come unto him
about the Poifoning of Sir Thesas Overbury, and
prayed him to provide that which fthould not kill
a Man prefently, but lie in his Body for a certain
time, wherewith he might languith away by little
and httle ; at the fame time fhe gave him four
Angels, wherewith he bought a Water called Ague
fortis, and fent it to Mrs. Turner, who, to try the
Operation thercof, gave 1t to a Cat, wherewith
the Cat langwifhed, and pitifully cried for the fpace
of two days, and then died.

Afterwards Nirs. Turnerfent for Franklin to come
to the Countels, who told him, that dgua fortis
was too violent a Water s but what think you
(quoth fhej of White dlrferick 2 He told her, it

3

was too violent. What fay you (quoth fhe) to
Powder of Diamoinds ? ke anfwers, I know not the
Nature of that, She faid, then he was a Fool;

and gave him Picces of Gold, and bade him buy

fome of that Powder for her.  Frawklin demands
of the Countefs, what was the reafon fhe would
potlon Sir Theinas Querbuiy 2 She told him, He
would pry fo far into their Eftate, that he would
overthrow themall.

A lictle before Sir Thowas Overbury’s Death, the
Countefs fent for Frankiin, and thewed him a Let-
ter written from the Lord of Rochefler, wherein he
read thele Words; Jumarvelat thefe Deleys, thet the
Bufinefs is not yet difpatched.  Whereby Franklin
thinketh 1n his Confcience, was mcant the Poifon-
ing of Sir Thomas Overbury, And in another Letter
tfrom the Lord of Recheffer, was written, thiat Sir
T hoias was to come out of the Tower within two
days, and they all fhould be undone : whereupon
the Countefs fent for 77effon, and was very angry
with him that he had not difpatched Sir Thoimnas
Ouerbury.  FHeften told her, that he had given him
a thing that wouid have killed twenty Men.

AHo a Fortnight after Wefton’s Apprehenfion,
the Countefs fent for Franklin to her Houle at
St. Fames’s Park, where he found the Earl and the
Countefs walking together ; and as foon as he came,

the
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{peak for himfelf, faid, That at the Entreaty of
the Countels and Mrs, -Turner, he did buy thefe
Porfons, but protefted his Ignorance what they
meant to do with themy and for the refl, he re-
ferred himfelf to the Confcience of the Jury: who
went from the Bar, and within a quarter of an
hour, did return, and pronoinc’d him Guilty.

Then Judge Crook, after a brief Exhortation,
gave the Sentence of Death upon him.

‘The Lord Chief Juftice made a thort Exhorta-
tion alfo, with addition of thefe Words; That

the Earl went apart into a Chamber. Then fhe
told him, FF%ffen had been fent for by a Purfuivant,
and had confefled all, and we fhall all be hanged:
but on your Life (quoth fhe) do not you confefs
that you brought any Poifon to me, or to Mrs.
Tyurner: for if you do, you fhall be hanged, for I
will not hang for you; and, fays Mrs, Tuiner, 1

will not hang for you both.
The Countefs told him, That the Lord who

was to examine him, would promife him a Pardon
to confefs 3 but believe him not, for they will

hang thee when all 1s done. .
I#efton comes to Franklin’s Houle, and told him,
Now the Countefs’s Turn is ferv’d, fhe ufed him
unkindly, and they fhould be poifoned, and that
rwo were fet of purpofe to poifon him.
Frenklin having confeffed his former Examina-
tions under his own Hand, being permitted to
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knowing as much as he knew, if thishad not been
found out, neither the Court, City, nor any par-
ticular Family had efcaped the Malice of this
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wicked Cruelty.

He was afterwards executed aecordinig to the
Sentence.
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KXXVIL. The Arraignment of Sir THoMASs MoNsoN Kz. at
the Guild-Hall of London, for the Murder of Sir Thomas

Overbury, 44b of December, 1615. 13 Jac. I.

s I EN he came to the Bar, he made
) a Motion to the Lord Chief Juftice ;
That, whereas he had wrtten unto
252et his Lordfhip, to afk the Lord Trea-
- =24 {urer two Queftions, which my Lord
would do ; he defired then an Anfwer, and that Sir
Robert Cotton might be prefent.

After the Quettions were read, he was indifted
for confpiring with Wefton to poilon Sir Thomas O-
verburyy towhich he pleaded, Not Guiity, and
would be tried by God and his Country,

The Lord Chief Juftice brake up the Proceed-
ings, and made a Speech to this effett, viz.

He faw a great Affembly, and tho’ 1t had
been fhewed them often, yet it could not be faid
too often, that the City was much bound to God,
and to his Deputy on Earth the King, his Mater,
for their great Deliverance, and exact Juftice; fer
God was always juft; and for the King, tho’
they were never {0 high in Place, nor{o dear to
him, tho" his own Creatures, yet his Juftice
is dearer to him, for which we are upon our Knees
to give him Thanks; asalfo for fo mild a Proceed-
ing in fo great an Affair: for neither the great
Man’s Houfe in the Tower, nor his Lady’s Houfe,
nor this Prifoner’s Houfe (to my knowledge) have
been fearched, neither hath this Prifoner been
committed to the Sheriff, but to an Alderman, a
Man who of ail others might be moft kind to him;
for, as I take it, let I thould be miftaken, Sir Frasn-
© cis Anderfon married Sir Stephen Somes’s Daughter,
and Sir Thomas Monfoin married Siv Francis Auder-
fon's Sifter, I never new the like Faveur, nor do
[ like it fo well, butdo declare 1t as a gentle Pro-
ceeding from the King,

For other things, I dare not difcover Secrets;
but tho’ there was no Houfe fearched, yet fuch
Letters were produced, which make our Delive-
rance as great, as any that happened to the Chil-.
dren of Ifrael. J

For Weftor and Mis, Turner, they died penitent-

Vor.lL

ly, as is worthy to be written in Letters of Gold :
and for the Lieutenant, tho’ with great Impre-
cations, and a high hand he denied, yet -for the
oreat Glory of the King’s Juftice, he died moft
penitently and refolutely : this is {poken to the
Praife of God, that hath crowned thefe juft Pro-
ceedings, tho’ not having need of it, Fufitia confir-
wmata non eget Authoritate ; wherein we may fee the
areat Hand of God, for that Morning the Licute-
nant was arraigned, £ranklin came to me as one af-
flicted in Confcience, not knowing of his Arraign-
ment, with Evidence againft him: which being
delivered to the Jury, one of them heard him fay,
Then Lord have mercy o me.  But for this prefent,
Non eft cunflatio longa de vita bominis 3 therefore he
mult be conveyed to the Tower as a fafer Place,
till further Order be taken, Then the Lord Chief
Jufitce addrefled his Specch to Sir Thomas Mon-
fon, {aying, _

Whereas you name my Lord-Treafurer; every
Man’s Fame 15 dear unto him, and he hath ever
been honourable, you fhall hear what he hath an-
{wered to my Letter,

¢ After my hearty Commendations, I have heard
¢ that Sir Thomas Mounfon thinks T can clear him,
¢ butI know nothing of him to accufe or excufe
¢ him; but [ hope he is not guilty of fo foul 2
¢ Crime.’ o

You hear (quoth he) that he will neither accufe
you, nor excufe you. | *

Monfon. 1 do not accufe the Lord-Treafurer, nor
calumniate him, for I know he 1s very honourable,
but I delire to havean Anfwer to my two Queftions.

Ld. Ch. Fuft. You fhall hear more of that when
the time ferveth; do youas a Cluiftian, and as
Fofbua bad dehan, My Soun acknowledge thy Sin, and
give Glory to God.

Monfon. If I be guilty, I renounce the King’s
Mercy and God’s 3  am innocent,

Ld, Ch. Fuft, There is more againft you than you
know of, |

Yy Monfon.
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Monfor. If 1 be guilty, it is of that I know not.

Ld. Ch. Fuft. You are Popifh, that Pulpit was
the Pulpit where Garzet died, and the Licutenant
as firmly 5 I am not fuperftitious, but we will have
another Pulpit,

Doderidge. It is an Atheift’s word to renounce
God’s Mercy, youmuft think the Change of your
Lodging means fomewhat,

Hyde. 1 have looked into this bufinefs, and I pro-
teft my Lord, he is as gulty as the guiltieft.,

Moitforn. There was never Man more 1nnocent
than I ; in thisI will die innocent,
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XXVI. The Trial of the

SOMERSET, for the Murder of

28. The Trial of Frances Countefs of Somerfet
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14 Jac.l.

After this Speech, certain Yeomen of his Ma-

jelty’s Guard, attending for that purpofe, con-

dutted him to the Tower, where between the
Yeomen and the Warders, there was fome Con.
tentton about his Entertainment,

The Lord Chief Juftice having at this Tria] let
drop fome Infinuations that Overdury’s Death had
{fomewhat in it of Retaliation, as if he had been
guilty of the fame Crime againft Prince Henry, Sir
Thomas Monfoi’s Trial was laid alide, and himfelf
foon after {et at liberty, and the Lord Chief
Juftice was rebuked for his Indifcretion, and before
the next Year cxpired, remov’d from his Poft. *
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Lady ERANCEs Countefs of
Sir"Thomas Overbury,

the 24th of May 1616, 14 Jac. .

The Summons of the Peers to the Trial,

WHEFTER our hearty Commendations to

i82) your Lordfhip; Whereas the King’s
s \W¢ Majefty has refolv’d, that the Earl of
ASEMNY Somerfet, and the Countefs his Wife
SEL lately indicted of Felony, for the Mur-
der and Poifoning of Sir Thosas Overbury, then his
Majefty’s Prifoner in the Tower, fhall now re-
ceive their fawful and publick Trial, by their
Peers, immediately after the end of this prefent
Eafter Term 3 at the Trnal of which noble Per-
fonages your Lordfhip’s Prefence, as being a Peer
of the Realm, and one of approv’d Wifdom and
Integrity, 1s requifite to pafs upon them: Thefe
are to let your Lordfhip underftand, that his Ma-
jelty’s Pleafure 15, and cornmandeth by thefe our
Letters, that your Lordithip make your repair to
the City of London, by the eleventh Day of the
Month of Mgy following, being fome few days
before the intended Trial; at which time your
Lordfhip fhall underftand more of his Majefty’s
Pleafure, So not doubting of your Lordfhip’s
Care to obferve his Majefty’s DireCtions, we com-

mit you to God,

Your Lordfhip’s

From Whitehall
this a40h of
April, 1616.

G. Cant.

T. Ellefinere Canc.

Fenton,

E. Watton,

Tho. Lake,

Lord Darcy, of the South.
C. Edmonds.

. Worcefter,

Lenox,
L. Herbert,

Ralph IWinwoad,
Fulke Greuyl.

V' I 3":1'3. C:t_‘ﬁﬂ‘.
OlL. 1,

* Bacon's orks, Vol L. p.8;.

Very loving Friends,

The Names of the Peers.

The Eatl of Worcefter, Lord Privy-Seal,

‘The Earl of Pembioke, Lord Chamberlain.

The Earl of Rutland,

The Earl of Suffex.

"The Earl of Montgomery,

The Earl of Hertford.

The Lord Vifcount Life.

The Lord Zonch, Warden of the Crigue-Ports.

The Lord Willoughdy of Erefhy.

The Lord Delaware,

The Lord Dacres, of the South,

The Lord Mounteagle 5 who being fick, went
away before Judgment,

The Lord #entworth.

The Lord Rich.

The Lord Willoughby of Parbam.

The Lord Hunfdon.

The Lord Raffel, the fecond Day was not there,

‘The Lord Compton,

The Lord Norris.

The Lord Gerrard,

The Lord Cavendifh,

The Lord Dormer.

Tiomas Lord Ellefinere, Chancellor of England,
Lord High-Steward bac vice.

His Afifants in the Commiffioi: there prefent,

Sir Edward Coke,
land,

Sir Henry Hubbart, Lord Chief Juftice of the
Coniinon-Pleas.

Sir Lawrence Tanfield, Lord Chief Baron of the
Lxchequer,

Judge Altham, one of the Barons of the Exche-
quer.

Judge Crooke, one of the Judges of the King’s-
Bench,
Judge

Lord Chief Juftice of Zng-
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Judge Doderidge, one of the Judgesof the King’s-
Bench,
Judge Houghton, one of the Judges of the King’s-

Bench.
Judge Nickolls, one of the Judges of the Common-

Pleas.
The Conncil that were there the firfi Day.

Sir Francis Bacon, the King’s Attorney-General.
- Serjeant Montague.

Serjeant Crew, N

Sir Henry Yelverton, the Xing’s Solhcitor.

Francis Moor, the Queen’s Serjeant.

Sir Lawrence Hyde, the Queen’s Attorncy.

Mofley, Attorney of the Durchy.

Sir Fobz Davis, the King’s Serjeant.

Mr., Walter, the Prince’s Attorney.

Mr, Finch, Keeper of the Records of Attainders.

More the fecond Day.

Serjeant Thomas Maor.
Serjeant Finch.

The Peers above-named were all that appear’d
at any -ime at the Trial, tho’ there were 1x others
fummon’d, but why they abfented themfelves 1

not known ; and thofe were,

The Duke of Leiox, Lord Steward of the Houl-
hold.

Earl of Huntingdon.

Lord Daicy of Mewcll,

Lord Eure.

Lord Hunfdon.

Lord Darcy of Chiche.

The Form of their Sitting, and their Ceremoies.

When my Lord Chancellor, who for this time
was High-Steward of Ewngland, came into the
Court, there came before him {ix Serjeants at Arms,
with their Maces; Sir George Coppin with his Pa-
tent; Sir Richard Coningsby with his white Staff 5
Mr. Manwaring with the great Seal ; he himfelf, at
the upper end of the Court, fitting under a Cloth of
Eftate ; on both Hands of him the Peers, under
them the Judges; at the farther end the Kmng’s
Counfel, below the Judges; on one fide Finch,
Keeper of the Records of Attainders; the Clerk of
the Crown and his Deputy, in the midft of the
Court, the Serjeant-Crier ftanding by him; Sir Ri-
chard Coningsby, Sir George Coppin, the Seal-bear-
er, £9¢. at my Lord Steward’s Feet.  The Prifoner
at the Bar behind the King’s Counfel, the Lieu-
tenzant of the Tower in a lirtle place adjoining to
the Bar,

All being filent, SirGeorge Coppin rifes and de-
livers the Patent to the Lord High Steward, up-
on his Knee; he recetves it and kiffes 1t, then re-
delivers it to Mr. Fenfhaw, who takes it kneeling.
Then the Serjeant-Crier makes a Proclamation in
the Lord High-Steward’s Name, to keep filence;
then Mr. Fenfhaw reads the * Commiflion, which
bears date the 1oth of May: then there is another
O yes, to certify my Lord Steward, whether

¥ Sce the Commiffion in Rym. Feed. 7ol XVL Py, ;51
I| 5 Co. Iuff. 50.  Bacon’s Works, Vol 1.p. 87

for the Murder of Sir Thomas Overbury.
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Wefton were convitted as Principal, for the Murder
of Sir Thomes Quverbury. "Then the Lord Cuief Juf-
tice delivers a + Schedule indorfed with a Certi-
ficate of four Judges of the Ring’s-Bench, and others
the Commiuffioners, This Fenfhaw, turning to my
Lord Steward, reads. A third O yes, for ¢erii-
fying of other Inditments: My Lord Coke delivers
another Schedule indors’d with the Certificate of
my Lady Sewmerfes’s Indictment ; which Feufhaso,
as before, read. A fourth Oyes, for Waiter Lee,
Serjeant at Arms, to return the Precept for the
Peers of Frances Countels of Semerfet ;5 which ac-
cordingly, after his three Reverences to the Lord
High-Steward, he delivered to Mr. Fenfbaw : he
reads the Indorfement. A fifth O yes, to call the
Lords fummon’d by the Command of the Lord
High-Steward, to anfwer to their Names, which
they accordingly did, beginning at the firft ; and as
every one was named they put off their Hats, and
ftood up till the next was named. A fixth
O yes to the Lieutenant of the Tower, to return
his Precept, and bring the Prifoner to the Bar;
which he did, and gave his Precept to the Serjeant,
who gave it to Mr, Feufbaw, and he, as before,
read the Indorfement. The Prifoner made three
Reverences to his Graceand the Pecrs; fhe was
in black Tammel, a Cyprefs Chaperon, a Cobweb
Lawn Ruff and Cuffs,

L.H.§. My Lords, the Reafon why you be
calli’d hicher this day; is to fit as Peers of Frances
Countefs of Somerfes.

Mr, Fenfbaw, Clerkof the Crown, Frances Coun-
tefs of Somerfet, hold up thy Hand,

She does fo, and held it up till Mr, Lieutenant
told her fhe might put it down; and then he read
the Indi¢tment, containing W eflon’s r\ccounts, In
the poifoningof Sir Thoinas Qverbury, and her abet-
ting of him, the 8th of May 1613.

The Countefs of Somerfes, all the while the In-
di€tment was reading, ftood, looking pale, trem-
bled, and fhed fome few Tears; and at the firfkt
naming of #effor in the Indi®ment, put her Fan
before her Face, and there held it half cover’d ull
the Indi¢tment was read.

Mr. Fenfbaw. Frances Countefsof Somerfet, what
fayft thou? Art thou guilty of this Felony and
Mourder, or not guilty?

The Lady Somerfet making an Obeifance to the
Lord High Steward, anfwer’d Guilty, with alow
Voice, but wonderful fearful,

My Lady, upon her Arraignment, having plead-
ed || Guilty, the Proceeding after was thus ;

Myr. Astorney. May it pleafe your Grace, my
Lord High Steward of England, Iam glad to hear
this Lady’s fo free Acknowledgement, for Confef-
fion is noble, Thofe that have been formerly in-
dited at their Arraignment, perfifted in denial,
as Wefton, Elwes, Frankiin and Turner sbut you fee
this Lady’s Flumility and Repentance by fo plead-
ing; and certainly fhe cannot but be a Spectacle
of much Commiferation, if you either refpelt the
Sex, a Woman, or her Parentage, honourable ;
but this Day and To-morrow is to crown Juftice :
the Mercy-Seat is the inner part of the Temple,
the Throne publick, and therefore I {hall now
only pray a Record of the Confeffion and Judg-
ment: but fince the Peers are met, for Honoip;-’s

alkC

+ 3 Co. Inff 135, 136,
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fake it is good to declare the King’s Juftice.
- This is the fecond time fince the King’s coming,
thefe thirteen Years, that any Peers have been
arraign’d, and both thefe times your Grace had
the Place of High-Steward ; the firlt were Grey
and Cobbam, and tho’ they were convicted, yet
Execution followed not. No noble Blood hath
yet been {pilt fince his Majefty’s Reign.  The hrit
was Revenge of Treafon amongft Malecontents
and this ol a particular Offence to a private Sub-
je&, againft thofe that have been fo ligh mn the
King’s Grace and Favour, and therefore deferve
to be written in a Sun-beam. But his being the
belt Mafter in the World, hinders him not from
being the beft King ; for he can as well plam a
Hill, asraife a Valley : a good Leflon to put to my
Lords the Peers ; he is Lieutenant to him that is
no Refpecter of Perfons.  This that I {hould now
fpeak of, may be reduced to that which was acted
in the Vault, and lince upon the Stage: The firft
Iwill not now enter into, becaufe I will neither
grieve a Lady that is prefent, nor touch a Lord
that is abfent ; my Duty requires 1t not, and my
Humanity forbids it. For that which hath been
upon the Stage, which is the Theatre of God’s
Juftice, you fhall underftand that which hath been
worthily atted by the King, in this noble Work
of Juftice, and right well by his Minifters, Ouver-
bury died poifoned the 15th of Sepreimber 1613, 1n
the Tower of Londsn: He was no {ooner dead,
but there was a certain Rumour and Muttering,
that was Yox Populi, that OQverbury came ftrangely
to his Death: And in that time, on the contrary
hand, there was another Rumour, but that was
Vox Diaboli, that he died of a foul Difeafe, {o toul
a one as is not fit for me to name, But for two
years after this, tho’ Owerdury’s Blood cried for
Revenge, Vox Deiwasnot heard.  Gloria Deicelare,
Regis perferutare vem : 1t is the Glory of God to
conceal a thing, of a King to iind 1t out; yet all
the while God fo dazzled the Eyes of thefe two
areat Procurers, and their Inftruments, that the
firft look’d not about them, the other fled not,
About the beginning of the laft Progrefs it firft
brake forth ; and asall Murders are ftrange in their
Difcovery, fo this was miraculous, for it came
out mn a Complment thus: My Lord of Shrew/-
gury, who 1s now with God, commended Sir 7 ervis
Elwes to a Counfellor of Eftate ; and 1t was by
him that Sir Fervis, inrefpe of the good Report
he had heard made of his Honour and Worth,
defired to be made known unto him. That Coun-
{ellor anfwered, That he took it for a Favour from
him; but withal added, there lies a kind of heavy
Imputation on him, about Overbury’s Death: I
could wifh he would clear himfelf, and give fome
Satisfaction in the Point, This my Lord Shrewf~
bury related back, and prelently Elwes was ftruck
with 1t, and makesa kind of Difcovery, that fome
Attempts were undertaken againft Overdury, but
ok no effeCt, as check’d by him, Tho’ the
truth be, he lack’d rather Fortitude in the Re-
pulfe, than Honefty. This Counfellor weighing
well this Narration from Elhwves, acquainted the
King with the adventure ; who commanded pre-
fently that Efwes {hould fet down his Knowledge
1in Writing, which accordingly he did, but il
referving himfelf within his own Compafs, not to
touch himfelf, endeavouring rather to difcover
others than any elfe thould undertake that Office,
and fo accufc huin, The King ftill endeavours
I

to fearch the Truth of this Bufinefs, gives Di-
rection for the Exammation of the Truth of i,
commits it to certain Counfellors ; they pick fome-
thing out of W¢ftoir; then the further Enquiry i
delive?’d over to my Lord Coke, who in this Caufe
was very painful, took two or three hundred Exa-
minations : but when he found it might rouch upon
oreater Perfons, then he defired fome others
might be join’d with him, which was accordingly
granted ; namely, the Lord Chancellor, Lord
Steward, the Lord Zouch, But then there were
no Practices left untry’d for the Suppreffion of the
Difcovery; Wefton was follicited to ftand mue,
but at laft this dumb Devil was caft our, Then
tollows Elwes, Turner, Frankiin, all of which were
Afors 1n this Tragedy, without Malice, but no
Authors.  Now when this Lady comes to her part,
fhe meets Juftice in the way, by Confeflion, which
is the Corner-ftone either of Mercy or Judgment ;
yet 1t 1s faid, that Mercy and Truth be met
together.  Truth you have in her Confefiion, and
that may be a Degree to Mercy, which we muft
leave to him in whofe Power it refides; in the
mean time this Day muft be referved for Judg-
ment, Now to conclude, and give you an Ac-
count of the often Procraftinations in this Ruli-
nefs ; the frlt was due to Humanity, her Child-
birth ; the fecond was for Reafon of State; and the
laft had a grave and waghty Cavte. Thofe Di-
rections the King at the firlt gave written with his
own Hand, tfor the Examination of his Bufinefs, I

defire may be read,
The King’s Inflructions read,

There be two things m this Caufe to be try’d,
and the Verity can be but in one of them : Firft,
Whether my Lord of Semeifer and my Lady were
the Procurers of Querdury’s Death s or, That this
Imputation hath been by fome practifed to caft an
Afperfion upon them. Iwould firft have you di-
ligently enquire of the firlt ; and if you find them
clear, then I would have you as carefully look after
the other, to the intent fuch Practices may be dif-
cover’d, and not fuflered to pafs with Impunity,

Mr. Attoraey. Therebe other Direttions i thefe
Inftructions, by way of Interrogatorics, that are
not now neceffary to be read.

L. H.S. Let the Lords the Peers view thefe Di-
rections from the King,

Ld. Coke. None of thefe Interrogatories, which
the King defired there fhould be Examinations
upon, came away empty ; and whatfoever Whil-
perings there be abroad of the Death of #efton,
they all (fome before the hour of their Death) con-
fefs’d the Falt, and died penitent; and if need
fhould require, I have brought their Conleffor
along, (namely, Dr. WWhyting.)

L.H.§. My Lords, you fee, and have heard
thofe Directions under the King’s Hand ; give the
Glory to God, and Honour to the King,

Mr. Attorney. May it pleale your Grace, .
whereas Frances Countefs of Somerfer hath been
indicted as Acceffary before the Fall, of the wil-
ful Poifoning and Murder of Sir Thomas Overbury
upon her Indi¢tment, the hath been arraign’d; upon
her Arraignment, pleaded guilty : 1defire that her
Confeffion may be recorded, and Judoment given
againft the Prifoner,

Fenfbaw. Frances Countefs of Somerfet, hold up

thine Hand : Whereas thou haft been indicted,
' arraign’d,
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arraign’d, and pleaded guilty, as Accellary before
the Fa&t, of the wilful Poifoning and Murder of
Sir Theinas Overbury ; what canit thou now fay for
thy felf, why Judgment of Death fhould not be
pronounced againt thee |

C. of Som. I can much aggravate, but nothing
extenuate my Fault; I defire Mercy, and that the
Lords will intercede for me to the King, (This fhe
fpake humbly, fearfully, and fo low, tae Lord
Sreward could not hear it, but Mr. Attorney re-
fated it. )

My. Attorney. The Lady is fo touck’d with Re-
morfe and Senfe of her Fault, that Grief furprizes
her from expreffing of her felf; but that which fhe
hath confufedly faid, is to this effect, That fhe can-
not excufe herfelf, but defires Mercy.

Sir Richard Coningsby fitting before the Lord

- - : 1 s at a's af . Ta "'h_'_. L P ul? t . L '___. . - » » »

By o B u My Fo J6 sty # g B 4 S 0% S5 T 36 go g % Sy 25 4% S Sk gh 55 N5 b U % &6 &% & 1 £E 80 &b N2 56 MR oG M s 8
O B £ G T e e A Py e A A AT S TR RyR Y craaibu o des dio
***** AR . QUSRS NN NN iy AP W PN RN 7 P AT A AW R A e A e A I e e AT N TR S Y,
\u”.-l'r*"hw xﬂf\\wfx#r e Frkw'q’f" ) \Ii L | L] d }'- ] ] l‘h‘- & .i . |ﬁ ''''' t iiiiiiiiiiiiii f [ ] * L] 1 F
}- f; - f?lr‘\f?r:.x -J‘.:\ E‘Il ﬁj‘ﬁ?‘“‘x ti_“."f;. .f;f; fﬁ,’“‘?;‘:“ P 5§“$ ?f‘étﬁl “f;f'-i‘gr'“.: ” Q}ré?ﬂ‘.‘%fpér ;f’i\. Jﬂ‘giilpéf-rf.éi:‘é;f! "§ b ] 'Hihﬂ'l@rq‘iglﬂﬁfﬂézfiitﬂl&‘f“ j'.-n"l- -;f} %ﬂﬂ.\- fﬂ"\,‘ "‘f \?;'l v ?ﬂ' #;,‘iaxﬁﬁ-tf :.r:h' %rr:f
i AT D A e A 00 AN H G wAIOD G e IR A S R S AEANEANS GL05 G) RRANIFGIHN0T GO B QRNMEHEGES O G G
: : e S ety e e 2 g LN Lo s it Chytts ok L R R e A N I ity s

:’; : [ 4 ﬁ : :: o :;“i "::‘"' t‘a‘h %" .,? "!? ‘;.:" ';"_h ‘72 ‘? L - ')-l:‘ ¢ al J].‘ . ;té, - %-' - g‘_? R TEE ' - .‘ﬂ’? F:‘ "L:' "'=' bl | '-.Il;" l"._; lf? .‘., -y ﬁl:

for the Murder of Sir Thomas Overbury.
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o,
High Steward, rifes, and upon his Knee delivers
him the White Staff.

L. H.S. Frances Countels of Semerfet, whereas
thou haft been indicted, arraigned, pleaded guilty,
and that thou haft nothing to fay for thy felf, itis

'now iy part to pronounce Judgment; only thus

much before, Since my Lords have heard with
what Humility and Grief you have confeffed the
Falt, I donot doubt they will fignify fo much to
the King, and mediate for his Grace towzrds you
but in the mean time, according to the Law, the
Sentence muft be this, That thou fhalt be carried
from hence to the Tower of Loudon, and from
thence to the place of Execution, where you are
to be hang’d by the Neck tlll you be dead ; and
the Lord have Mercy upon your Soul.

KXIX. The Trial of RoBERT GARR ™ Ear/ of Somer-
fet, for the Murder of Sir Thomas Overbury. May 23,

1616, 14 Jac. L.

Yes, my Lord High-Stew-
ard of Eiugland purpoles
this Day to proceed to the

My. Feufbatw. Robeit Earl of Somerfer, What
faylt thou, art thou Guilty of this Felony and
Murder whereof thou ftandeft indifted, or Not

Trial of Robert Farl of So-
merfer, O yes, Whoo-
cver have any Indi@ments touching this Caufe,
publickly give them .

My Lord Coke delivers in the Indi¢tment of my
Lord of Semerfer to Mr, Fenfhawo indors’d.

Ser. Cryer. Q yes, Walter Lee, Scrjeant at Arms,
return the Precept for the Lords, which thou hait
warn’d to be here this Day. O yes. [Ie calls e-
very Loid by bis Naine, and they fland up as they be
(al L‘d.]

My Lord High Steward excufes the Lords
Mounteagle and Rujfel of their Abfence, in refpect
of their Sicknefs,

Serf. Ciyer, O yes, Licutenant of the Tower,
return thy Precept, and bring the Prifoner to the
Bar, Which he did, and my Lord makes three
Reverences to the Lord High Steward and the
Lords.

Mr. Fenfhaw. Robert Eaxl of Someifet, hold up
thy Hand.

He holds it up fo long, until Mr. Lieutenant bad
him hold ttdown., The Indictment 1s read, con-
taining /Peffor’s Acions 1n the poifoning of Sir
Thoimas Overbury, and his abetting of him, the 8th
of May 1013,

My Lord of Someifet was apparelied in a plain
black Satun Suit, laid with two Sattin Laces in
a Seam 3 a Gown of Unent Velvet lined with Un-
fhorny all the Sleeves lawd with Sattin Lace s a
pair of Gloves with Sattin-tops; his George abour
his Neck, his Hawr curld, his Vifage pale, his
Beard long, his Eyes funk in lis Head,  Whilft
his Indiétment was reading, he three or four times
whifper’d to the Lieutenant.
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Guilty?

My Lord of Sgwerfet making an Obeifance to
the Lord High Steward, anfwered, Not Guilty.

M. Feufpaw. How wilt thou be try’d?

Ld. Sen. By God and the Country; but
prefently recalling himfelf, {faid, by God and my
Pcers,

Ser. Cryer. O yes, all you that be to give mn
Evidence againtt Robers Earl of Sowmerfet, who
ftands now at the Barupon his Deliverance, make
your Appearance, and you fhall be heard what
you have to fay agamnft hum.

My Lord of Somerfet, upon his Arraignment,
having pleaded Not Guilty, the Proceeding after
was thas.

+ Lord High Steward, RobertEarl 1 Ellefmere,
of Semerfet, you have been arraigned, i’f,f;i Chan-
and pleaded Not Guilty ; now [muft tell '
you, whatfoever you have to fay in your own De-
fence, fay it boldly, without Fear; and tho’ it be
not the ordinary Cuftom, you fhall have Pen and
Ink to help your Memory: but remember that
God 1s the God of Truth; a Faule defended is a
double Crime ; hide not the Verity, nor affirm
an Untruth; for, to deny that which is true, in-
creafes the Oifence; take heed left your Wilfulnefs
caufe the Gates of Mercy to be fhut upon you.
Now for you, my Lords the Pecrs, you are to
give diligent Attention to that which fhall be
faid 5 and you muft not reft alone upon one piece
of Evidence, but ground your Judgment upon the
whole, This moreover I would have you remem-

ber,
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her, that tho’ you be not {worn as common Juries,
upon a Book, yet that you are ty’d 1n as great 2
Berd, your own Honour and Fidehty, and Alle-
giance to the King: and thus I leave the whole
Proceeding to your Cenfures. And for you that
be of the King’s Counfel, free your Difcourfe from
all Partiality, but let Truth prevail, and endeavour
to make it appear.

Serj. Montague. My Lord High Steward of Eig-
land, and youmy Lords, this cannot but be a heavy
Spectacle unto you, to fee that Man that not long
fince in grear Place, with a white Staff, went
before the King, now at this Bar hold up his
Tand for Blood ; but this is the Change of For-
tune, nay, I might better fay, the Hand of God,
and Work of Juftice, which is the King’s Flonour.

But now to the Fact; Rebert Earl of Soimerfet
Gands indicted as Acceffary before the Fact, of the
wilful Murder and Poifoning of Sir Themas Over-
bury, done by Weften, but procurd by him ;
this, my Lord, is your Charge. TheIndictment
hath been found by Men of good Quality, feven-
teen Knights and Efquires of the beft Rank and
Reputation, fome of whofe Names [ will be bold
to vead unto you s Sir Theinas Fowler, Sir W illiam
Slingsby, and fiftcen more ; thefe have return’d biila
vera.  Now an Indi@ment is but an Accufation of
Record in Form thus: #effon, at four feveral
times, gave Overbury four feveral Poifons, the hrlt,
May the gth, 1613. that was Rofalgar, carrying
this Poifon in one Hand, and his Broth in the
other; the fecond was Fure following, and that
was Arfenick; the third was Fuly the 1oth follow-
ing, and that was Mercury Sublimatein Tarts; the
fourth was September the 14th following, and that
was Mercury Sublimete in a Clylter, given by
7¢ftons and an Apothecary yet unknown, and that
kill’d him. Of thefe four feveral Poifons miniftred
by #eften, and procured by you, the 15th of Sep-
tesber 161 5. Overbury died, and the Author is ever
worfe than the Acor. The fitft Poifon laid 1n the
Indi€tment, that 27effon gave Sir Thomas Ouerbury,
was the gth of Aay; and therefore we fay, “T'hat
the Lord Semerfet, the Sth of May, hir’d, counfel’d
and abetted Weffon to this Fact: and as this Day,
my Lord, I do charge you for 2 King, {o hereto-
fore King Deavid was charg’d in the like Cafe, for
the Murder of Uiiab; and tho’ David was under
his Pavilion, and Uriab in the Army, yet David
was the Caufe of his Murder: So tho’ you were
in the King’s Chamber, and Querdury in the Tow-
er, yet it was you that kill’d him. It was a ftronger
Hand than ?/effon’s that wrought this, The Proof,
Mr. Attotney will follow ; and I will now con-
clude with two Defires to the Peers: Firft, That
they will not expeét vifible Proofs in the Work of
Darknefs : The Sccond 1s, That whereas in an In-
di¢tment there be many things laid only for Form,
you are not to look that the Proot fhould follow
that, but only that which is {ubftantial; and the
Subftance muft be this, Whether my Lord of So-
aerfet procur’d or caus’d the Poifoning of Sir The-
mas Overburvy, or no?

Ld, High Steward. That indeed, my Lords, is
that which you are to look atter, Whether my Lord
of Somer /et was the Caufe of his Porfoning, or not.
 Ld. Coke. This was very well mov’d by Mr. Re-

corder, and the Law is clear in this Point, that the
Proof muft follow the Subftance, not the Form.

The Judges all rifing, affirm’d this to be true.
| 3
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* Attor. Gen, May itpleafe your ¥ Sir Francis
Grace, my Lord High Steward of Bacon.
England, and you my Lords the Peers, you have
here before you Rebert Earl of Someifet to be tried
for his Life, concerning the procuring and confent-
ing to the Poifoning of Sir Thewmas Overbury, then
the King’s Prifoner in the Tower of Loudoin, as an
Acceffary before the Fact,

I know your Honours cannot belold this noble
Man, but you muft remember the great Favours
which the King hath conferred on him; and muit
be fenfible, that he isyeta Member of your Body,
and a Peer, as you are; {o that you cannot cut him
off from your Body; but with Griet: and therefore
you will expect from us that give in the King’s
Evidence, found and fufficient Macter of Proof to
fatisfy your Honours Confciences.

As for the Manner of the Evidence, the King
our Mafter (who amongft other lius Virtues, ex-
celleth in that Virtue of the Imperal Throne,
which 1s Juftice) hath given us Comunand, that we
thould not expatiate nor make Invectives, but ma-
terially purfue the Evidence, asit conduceth to the
Point in queftion.

A Marter, that (tho’ we are glad of fo good
a Warrant) yet we fhould have done of our felves -
For far be it from us by any ftrains of Wit or Arts,
to feek to play Prizes, or to blazon our Names in
Blood, or to carry the Duy otherwife than upon
fure Grounds; we fhall carry the Lanthorn of
Juftice (which is the Evidence) before your Eyes
upright, and fo be able to fave it from bzing put
out with any ground of Evafion or vain Defence,
not doubting at all, but thar the Evidence 1t felf
will carry that Force, as it {hall need no Advan-
tage or Aggravation.,

Firft, my Lords, The Courfe that I will hold in
delivering of that which I fhall fay (for I love Or-
der) 1sthis:

1ff, I will {fpeak fomewhat of the Nature and
Greatnels of the Offence, which 1s now to be tried,
not to weigh down my Lord with the Greatnefs of
it, but rather contrariwife to fhew, that a great
Offence needs a good Proof, And that the King,
howfoever he might efteem this Gentleman here-
tofore as the Signet upon his Finger, (to ufe the
Scripture Phrafe) yet in fuch a Cafe as this, he was
to put it off.

adly, T will ufe fome few words touching the
Nature of the Proofs, which in {fuch a cafe are
competent.

adly, 1 will ftate the Proofs.

And, Jaffly, 1 will produce the Proofs, either
out of Examination and Matters of Writing, or
Witnefles viva voce.

For the Offence it felf, itis of Crimes, next un-
to High-Treafon, thegreateft 5 it is the fouleft of
Felonies. It hath three Degrees; Furit, It1s Mur-
der by Impoifonment: Secondly, It 1s Murder
committed upon the King’s Prifoner i the Tower :
Thirdly, I might fay, That 1t 1s Murder under
the colour of Friendfhip 3 but that 1sa Circum-
{tance moral, and therefore Ileave that to the Evi-
dence it felf.

For Murder, my Lords, the firft Record of Jul-
tice which was in the World, was Judgment upon
a Murderer, in the Perfon of Adam’s Firit-born
Casn: and tho’ it was not punifhed by Death, but
Banithment, and Marks of Ignominy, in refpeét

of the Population of the World; yet there was
a
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2 fevere Charge given, that it fhould not go un-

punifhed. o o |
So it appeareth likewife in Scripture, that the

Murder of Abuner by Feab, thcf’ it were by David
refpited in refpect of great Services paft, or reafon
of State, yet 1t wasnot forgotten. But of this _I
will fay no more, becaufe I wall not difcourfe 5 1t
was ever admitted and ranked in God’s own Ta-
bles, that Murder 1s, of Offences betwecn_Man
and Man, next unto ngh-Treafqn, and Difcbe-
dience to Authority, (which fometimes havc_ been
referred to the firft Table becaufe of the Lieute-
nancy of God in Princes) the gre:l:tcft.

For Impoifonment, I am forry it fhould be heard
of in our Kingdom ; itis not naffri genesis, nec fan-
guinis peccatttin s it is an Jtalian C ﬂ?){ﬁ! for the Court
of Rome, where that Perfon that mtox:cgtcth_thc
Kings of the Earth, 1s many times really intoxica-
ted and poifoned himfelf. ‘ Bu_t it hath three Cir-
cumftances, which make 1t grievous, beyond o-
ther matters. _

The firft is, That it takes a Man away in full
Peace, in God’s and the _Kingfs Peace, t‘hat thinks
no harm, but is comforting of Nat_ure Wl[l‘lﬁ Refeg-
eion and Food ; fo that, as the Scripture faith, his
Table is made a Snare. _

The fecond is, That it is eafily committed, and
eafily concealed 5 and on the other fide, hardly
prevented, and hardly difcovered : For Murder
by Violence, Princes have Guards, and private
Men have Houfes, Attendants and Arms s neither
can fuch Murder be committed, but cum fonit,
with fome overt and apparent Acts, that may dif-
cover and trace the Offenders : but for Poifon, the
Cup it felf of Princes will fcarce ferve in regard
of many Poifons that neither difcolour nor diftafte ;
it comes upon a Man when he s carelefs, and
without fufpicion, and every day a Man 15" within
the Gates of Death.

And the laft is, Becaufe it concerneth not only
the Deftruction of the maliced Man, but of every
Man, Quis modo tutus erit ? For many times the
Poifon is prepared for one, and is taken by ano-
ther, fo that Men die other Men’s Deaths, Coirci-
dit infelix alieno vulnere y and itis, as the Pfalmift
calleth it, Sagitta nofte wolans, the Arrow that
flicth by Night, that hath no Aim nor Certainty.
And therefore if any man fhall fay to himfelf, Here
is great talk of Impoifonment, but Iam fure I am
fafe, for I have no Encmies, neither have Iany
thing another Man fhould long for: Why, that s
all one, he may fit next him at the Table, that 1s
meant to be impoifoned, and pledge him of his
Cup: As we may fee in the Exampleof 21 Hex-
ry VIIL That where the Purpofe was to poifon one
Man, there was Poifon put into Barm or Yeaft,
and with that Barm, Pottage or Grewel was made,
whereby fixteen of the Bithop of Rocheffer’s Ser-
vants were poifoned ; nay, it went into the Alms-
Bafket likewife, and the Poor at the Gate were
poifoned. And therefore with great Judgment
did the Statute made that Year, touching this Accl-
dent, make Impoifonment High-Treafon, becaufe
it tends to the diffolving of Fluman Soctety 5 for
whatfoever Offence doth fo, is in the nature there-
of High-Trealon.

Now for the third Degree of this particular Of-
fence, which is, that it is committed upon the
King’s Prifoner, who wasout of his own Defence,
and merely in the King’s Protection, and for
whom the King and the State were a kind of Re-

Vor. I,
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{pondent : itis 2 thidg that aggravates the Fault
much, forcertainly (my Lord of Soimerfer) let me
tell you this, that Sir Thomas Ozerbury 1s the firft
Man that was murdered in the Tower of London,
{fave the Murder of the two young Princes, by the
appointment of Richard the Third.

Thus much of the Offence ; now to the Proofs.

For the matter of Proofs, you may confider that
Imporfonment, of all Offences, 1s moft {ecret,
even fofecret, thatif in all cafes of Iinpoifonment,
you fhould require Teftimony, you fhould as good
proclaim Impuniry. |

Who could havé impeached Livia by Teftimony,
for the poifoning of her Figs upon the Tree, which
her Hufband was woht to gather with his own
Hands ¢ Who could have impeached Parafetis, for
the poifoning of the one fide of the Knife fhe car-
ried with her, and keeping the other fide clean,
fo that her felf did eat of the fame piece of Meat
that they did whom fhe did impoifon ?

Thefe Cafes are infinite, and need not to be
{poken of the Secrecy of Impoifonment ; but wile
Men muft take upon them, in thefe fecret Cales,
Solomon’s Spirit, that when there could be no Wit:
nefles, colletied the A&t by the AffeCtion: but yet
we are not at our Caufe, for that which your Lord-
fhips are to try, is not the Aé& of Impoilonment,
for that is done to your hands; all the World,
by Law, is concluded to fay, that Overdury was
poifoned by #effon : but the Queftion before you
is, of the Procurement only, dnd, as tlie Law term-
eth it, as Acceffary before the Fact ; which abetting
1s no more, but to do orvleany Aét or Means
which may aid or condiuce to tli¢ Iniporfon-
ment.

So that it is not the buying, nor the mdking of
the Poifon, nor the preparing, nor confeéting, nor
commixing of it, nor the giving or fending, or
laying of the Poifon, that are the only Acts that do
amount unto the Abetment: but if there be any
other A¢t or Means done, or ufed, togive Oppor-
tunity of Impoifonment, or to facilitate the Exe-
cution of it, or to ftop or divert any Inipediments
that might hinder it, and that it be with an <
tention to accomplith and atchieve the Impotfon-
ment ; all thefe are Abetments and Acceflaries
before the Falt. As for Lxample, if there bea
Confpiracy to murder 2 Man, as he journeyeth on
the way, by Invitation, or by colour of fome Bu-
finefs ; and another taketh upon him to diffuade
fome Friend of his Company, that he is fot {trong
enough to make his Defence ; and another hath a
part to hold himin ralk tll the firft Blow be given:
all thefe, my Lords, without fcruple, are Accef-
faries to the Murder, altho’ none of them give
the Blow, nor affift to give the Blow.

My Lords, He 1s not the Hunteralone, that lets
{lip the Dog upon the Deer, but he that lodgeth
him and hunts him out, or fetsa Train or T'rap for
him, that he cannotefcape, or the like. But this;
my Lords, little ncedeth in this Cafe; for fuch a
Chain of Aéts of Impoifonments as this, I think,
was never heard norfeen, And thus much of the
Nature of the Proofs,

To defcend to the Proofs themfelves, I fhall
keep this courfe :

Firft, T will make a Narration of the Tact it felf,

Secondly, I will break and diftribute the Proofs,
as they concern the Prifener.  And,

Thirdly, According to the Diftribution, I will
produce them, and read them, to ufe them, So

Lz that



384 29. The Trial of Robert Earl of Somerfet. ) 14 Jac. I.

that there is nothing that I fhall fay, but your
Lordfhip fhall have three Thoughts or Cogtea-
tions to anfwer It. - '

1/}, When I open it, youmay take your aim.

2dly, When I diftribute it, you may prepare
your Anfwers without Confufion. And,

3dfy, When Iproduce the Witnefies, or the
Examinations themfelves, you may again rumi-
nate, and re-advife to make your Defence.

And this I do, becaufe your Memory and Un-
derftanding may not be opprefled or overloaden
with length of Evidence, or with confufion of
Order; nay more, when your Lordfhip ihall
make your Anfwer in your time, I will put youm,
mind, where caufe fhall be, of your Omiffion.

Firft therefore, Sir Themas Querbury, for a ume,
was known to have great Interelt and {trait Friend-
fhip with my Lord of Semerfet, both n his meancr
Fortunes, and after 3 mfomuch that he was a kind
of Oracle of Direftion unto him, and if you will
believe his own Vaunt (bemg mdeed of an mnfo-
lent and Thrafonical Difpofition) he took upon him
that the Fortunes, Reputation and Underftanding
of this Gentleman (who is well known to have
an able Teacher) proceeded from his Company
and Counfel : and this Friendfhip refted not only
in Converfation and Bufinefs at Court, but lke-
wife in Communication of Secrets of State 5 for my
Lord of Semerfet exerciling at that ume by his
Majetty’s fpecial Favour and Truft, the Office of
Secretary, did not forbear to acquaint Ouverduiy
with the King’s Packets and Difpatches from all
parts of Spain, France and the Low-Couptries : and
this then not by Glimpfes, or now and then round-
ing in the Ear for a Favour, but m a fetcled
manner ; Packets were lent, fometimes opened by
my Lord, fometimes unbroken unto Overbury, who.
peruled them, copied them, regiftered them, made
Table-talk of them, as they thought good. Sol
will undertake the time was, when Querbury knew
more of the Scerets of State, than the Council-
Table did; may, they were grown to fuch In-
wardnefs, as they made a Play of all the World
befides themfelves, fo as they had Ciphers and
Jargons for the King and Queen, and Great Men
of the Realm 3 things feldom ufed, but either by
Princes to their Confederates, or at the leaft, by
fuch as practife and work againft, or, at the leaft,
upon Princes.

But underftand me, my Lord, I fhall not charge
you with Difloyalty at this day ; and T'lay this for
a Foundation, That there was great Communica-
tion of Sccrets between you and Sir Thaomas Quver-
bury, and that it had relation to Matters of State,
and the great Caufes of this Kingdom.

But, my Lords, as 1t 1s a Principle in Nature, that
the beft Things are, in their Corrupuon, the wortft,
and the fiveeteft Wine maketh the foureft Vinegar ;
fo it fell out with them, that this Excefs, as I may
fay, of Friendfhip, ended in mortal Hatred on
my Lord of Semerfer’s part.

I have heard my Lord Steward fay fometimes in
the Chancery, that Froft and Fraud end foul 5 and
I may add a third, and that 1s, the Friendfhip of
ill Men, which 15 truly faid to be Confpiracy, and
not Friendfip. For it fell out fome twelve
months or more before Qverdary’sImprifonment in
the Tower, that the Earl of Semerfer fell into an
anlawful Love towards that unfortunate Lady, the
Countefs, of Effex, and to proceed to a Marriage
with her : this Marriage and Purpofe did Ouverdury

‘mainly impugn, under pretence to do the truc

part ot a Friend, for that he accounted her an
unworthy Woman, But the truth was, Querdary,
who (to fpeak plainly) bad litle that was folid
for Religion, or Moral Virtue, bur was wholly,
poflefs’d with Ambition and Vain-glory, was loth
to have any Partners in the favour of my Lord of
Soinerfet 5 and efpecially not any of the Houfe of
the Howards,againtt whom he had always profeffed
Flatred and Oppofition.

And, my Lords, that this is no finifter Con-
{truction, will appear to you, when you fhall hear
that Qverdary made his Brags, That he had won
him the Love of the Lady, by his Letters and In-
duftry ; {o far was he from Cafes of Confcience in
this Point.

And certainly, my Lords, howloever the tra-
gical Mifery of this poor Gentleman, Ouverury,
might fomewhat obliterate his Faults, yet, becaufe
weare not upon point of Civility, but to difcover
the face of T'ruth, before the face of Juftice, for
that it 1s material to the true Underftanding of the
{tate of this Caufe, Overdury was naught and cor-
rupt ; the Ballads muft be mended for that point.

But to proceed: When Querdury faw that he was
like to be Poffeffor of my Lord’s Grace, which he
had poffefied fo long, and by whofe Greatnefs he
had promifed himfelf to do Wonders, and being a
Man of an unbounded and impudent Spirit, he
began not only to diffbade, butto deter him {rom
the Love of that Lady ; and finding him fixed,
thought to find a ftrong Remedy ; and fuppofing
that he had my Lord’s Head under his Girdle, in
refpect of Communication of Secrets of State, as
he calls them himfelf Secrets of Nature ; and
therefore dealt violently with him, to make him
defift, with Menaces of Difcovery, and the like:
Flereupon grew two ftreams of Hatred upon Quer--
buiy, the one from the Lady, in refpect that he
croffed her Love, and abufed her Name (which
arc Furtes in Women;) the other of a more deep
nature from my Lord of Sosmerfe¢ himfelf, who was
afraid of Ouverbury’s Nature, and if he did break
from him and fly out, he would wind into him,and
trouble his whole Fortunes. I might add a third
{tream of theEarl of Nosthampion’s Ambition, who
defives to be frft in favour with my Lord of Sosier-

Jet 5 and knowing Overbury’s Malice to himfelf,

and to his Houfe, thought that Man muft be re-
moved and cut off, fo as certainly it was refolved
and decreed, that Overdury muft die.

That was too weak, and they werefo far from
giving way to it, as they crofled it ; there refted
but two ways of Quarrel, Affault and Poifon, For
that of Affault, after fome Propofition and At-.
tempt, they paffed from it, as a thing too open, and
fubject to more variety of Shame ; that of Poifon
likewife was an hazardous thing, and {ubje& to ma-
ny Preventions and Caution, cipecially to fuch a
working and jealous Brain as Overbury had, except
he was firit faft in their hands : therefore the way
was firft to get him into a Trap, and lay him up,
and then they could not mifs the Murk. And there-
fore 1n execution of this Plot, it was concluded,
that he fhould be defigned to fome honourable Em-
ployment in Foreign Parts, and thould underhand,
by my Lord of Someifet, be encouraged to refufe
it ; and fo, upon contempt, he thould be laid Pri-
foner v the Tower, and then they thought he
thould be clofe enough, and Death fhould be his

Ball,  Yet were they not at their end, for they con-
fider’d,
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fider’d, that if there were not a fit Licutenant of the
Tower for their purpole, and likewtie a fit Under-
keeper of Overdury ; Firft, They fhould meet with
many Impediments in the giving and exnibiting
of the Poifon 3 Secondly, They thould be expoled
to Note and Obfervation, that mighe diicover
them 3 and, Thirdly, Overbuiy, n the mean amic,
might write clamorous and furious Litrers o
his Friends, and {o all might be difappointed.
And therefore, the next Link of the Chain was to
difplace the then Licutenant Wade, and to place
Elwes, a purcipal Abetter to the Impotfonment;
to difplace Cary that was Under-keeper i //7ade’s
Time, and to place #gfton, that was the Actor in
the Impoifonment : And this was done in fuch a
while, that it may appear to be done as 1t were

in a Breath. _ |
Then, when they had this poor Gentleman in

the Tower, clofe Prifoner, wherc he could not
efcape, nor flir; where he could not feed, but by
their Hands 3 where he could not fpeak or write,
but thro® their Trunks 3 then was the Time to at
the laft day of his Tragedy.

Then muft Franklin, the Purveyor of the Poi-
{fons, procure five, fix, {even {everal Poifons, to
be fure to hit his Complexion : Then muft Mis.
Turner, the Lay-miftrels of the Poifons, advife
what works at prefent, and what at diftance : Then
muft #effor be the Tormenter, and chafe him with
Poifon after Poifon, Poifon in Sale-meats, Poifon
in Sweet-meats, Potfon in Medicines and Vomits,
until at Jaft his Body was almoft come by ufe of
Poifons to the ftate of Aithridates’s Body, by the
ufe of Treacle and Prefervatives, that the Force of
the Poifons was blunted upon him ; #7%ffen con-
feffing, when he was chid for not difpatching him,
that he had given him enough to poilon twenty
Men.

And, laftly, Becaufe all this atked Time, Cour-
fes were taken by Somerfes, both to divert all the
true Mcans of Querbury’s Delivery, and to enter-
tain him with continual Letters, partly with Hopes
and Proteftations for his Delivery, and partly with
other Fables and Negotiations, fomewhar like
fome kind of Perfons which keep 1n a Tale of For-
tune-telling, when they have a felontous Intent
to pick Pockets and Purfes,  And this is the true
Narration of this Act, which I have fummarily
recited.

Now, for the Diftribution of the Proofs, there
are four Heads to prove you Guilty, whercof two
are precedent to the Impoifonment, the third is
prefent, and the fourth is following or fubfequent :
for it is in Proofs, as 1t 1s in Lights, there 1sa
dire® Light, and there is a Reflexion of Light,
and a double Light.

The firft Head or Proof 1s, That there was a
Root of Bitternefs, a mortal Malice or Hatred,
mixed with a deep and bottomlefs Mifchief, that
you had to Sir Tuomas Querbuiy.

The fecond is, That you were the principal
Actor, and had your hand in all thofe Aés, which
did conduce to the Impoifonment, and gave op-
portunity to effect it, without which the Impoi-
{onment could never have been, and which could
{eem to tend to no other end, but to the Impoi-
{onment.

The third 1s, That your Hand was in the very
Impoifonment itfelf, that you did direét Poifon,
and that you did deliver Poifon, and that you did
continually hearken to the Succels of the Impoi-
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fonment, and that you fpurred it on, and called
for difpatch, when you thought it lingered.

And laftly, That you did all things after the
Impoifonment, which may dete@® a guilty Con-
fcience, for the fmothering of it, and the avoid-
ing of Punithment for it; which can be but of
three kinds.

That you {upprefled, as much as in you was,
Teltimony ; that you did deface, deftroy, clip and
mifdate all Writings that might give light to the
Impotlonment 3 and you did Ay to the Altar of
Guiltinefs, which is a Pardon of Murder, and a
Pardon for your felf, and not for your fif.

In this, my Lord, I converc my Speech unto
you, becaute I would have you alter the Points of
your Charge, and fo make your Defence the better,
And two of thele Fleads I have taken to my felf,
and left the other to the King’s two Serjeants,

For the fir{t main Part, which 1s the mortal Ma-
lice coupled with Fear, that wasin you to Sir Tho-
was Querbury, altho’ you did palliate it with a great
deal of Hypocrify and Diflimulation, even to the
very End 5 I'will proveit, my Lord Steward, the
root of his IHate, was that which coft manya
Man’s Life, that 15, fear of difcovering Secrets ;
I fay, of Secrets of a dangerous and high nature
wherein the Courle that I will hold, fhall be this.

I will thew thata Breach and Malice was be-
twixt my Lord and Querbury, and that it burfk
forth into violent Threats and Menaces, on both
fides.

Secondly, That thefe Secrets were not of a liht,
but of an high nature. I will give you the Eleva-
tion of the Pole, they were fuch, as my Lord of
Soierfet had made a Vow, that Querbury thould
neither live in Court, nor Country 3 that he had
likewife opened himfelf fo far, that either be or hinm-

Jeif muft dic for it : and of Overdury’s part, he had

threatned my Lord, thatwhetber be did live or die,
sty Lord’s Shame fhould never die, but that be would
leave bim the moff odious Mun in the World, And
farther, that my Lord was like enough to repent
where Overbury wrote, which was in the Tower
of London 3 he was a Prophet in that: {o there is
the higheft of the Secret,

Thirdly, Iwill fhew you that all the King’s
bufinefs was, by my Lord, put into Querduiy’s
hands, {o as there 15 work enough for Secrets
what{oever 3 they write them, and like Princes
they had Confederates, their Ciphers, and their
Jargons.

And, Laftly, I will fhew you thatit was but a
Toy, to fay the Malice was only in refpe&t he
fpake difhonourably of the Lady, or for doubt of
breaking the Marriage, for that Qverbury was Ce-
adjutor to that Love, and the Lord of Somerfes was
as deep in fpeaking 11l of the Lady as Overdury
and again, 1t was too [ate for that Matrer, for
the Bargan of the Match was then made and paft ;
and if it had been no more than to remove Quver-
bury for difturbing the Match, it had beenan eafy
matter to have landed over Querdury, for which
they had a fair way, but that would not ferve.

And, Laftly, Periculim periculovincitur : to go
fo far as an Impoifonment, muft have a deeper
Malice than Flathes, for the Caufe muft have a
Proportion in the Effect.

For the next general Head or Proof, which
confifts in the A&ts preparatory, or middle Acs,
they are in eight {everal Points of the Compafs, as

I may term them.
A 17,
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1/}, There were divers Devices and Projets to
fct Overbury’s Head on work, to difpatch him,
and overthrow him, plotted between the Countefs
of Effex, and the Earl of Semerfet, and the Earlof
Northampton, before they fell upon the Impoifon-
ment 3 for always before Men fix upon acourfe of
Mifchief, there will be fome Refle¢tion : but die
he muft one way or other.

2dly, That my Lord of Somerfet was principal
Prattifer, I muft fpeak 1t, in a moft prefidious
manner ; to fet a Trap and Train for Overdury,
to get him into the Tower, without which they
durft not attempt the Impoilonmient.

2dly, That the placing of the Lieutenant Elwes,
one of the Impotfoners, was done by my Lord of
Somerfet,

4thly, That the placing of WWefton the Under-
keeper, who was the principal Impoifoner, and
difplacing of Cary, and the doing all this within
the fpace of fifteen days after OQuverdury’s Commit-
ment, was by the means and countenance of my
Lord of Somerfet : and thefe were the aftive Inftru-
ments of the Impoifonment, and this was a Bufi-
nefs the Lady’s power could not reach unto.

5thly, That becaule there muft be a Caufe of
this Tragedy to be alted, and chiefly becaufe
they would not have the Poifons work upon the
{udden, and for that the ftrength of Qverdury’s Na-
ture, on the very cuftom of recetving the Poifons
into his Body, did overcome the Poifons that they
wrought not {o faft 5 therefore Querdury muft be
held in the Tower, as well as he was laid in: and
as my Lord of Somerfet got himinto the Trap, {o
he keeps him in, and amufeth him with continual
hope of Liberty, but diverted all the trueand ef-
feétual means of his Liberty, and makes light of
his Sicknefs and Extremities.

6:bly, That not only the Plot of getting Over-
bury into the Tower, and the Devices to hold and
keep him there, but the ftrange Manner of the
clofe keeping of him, being in but for a Contempt,
was by the Device and Means of my Lord of $o-
merfet, who denied his Father to fee him, denied
his Servants that offered to be fhut up clofe Pri-
foners with him, and in effeét handled it fo, that
he made him clofe Prifoner to all his Friends, and
expoled to all hus Enemies,

7¢bly, That all the Advertifement the Lady re-
celved from time to time, from the Lieutenant or
Wefton, touching Overdury’s ftate of Body and
Health, wereever{ent nigh to the Court, tho’ it
were 1n progrefs, and that from my Lady ; fuch
a thirft and liftening he had to hear that he was
difpatched.

Laftly, That there was a continual Negotiation
to fet Overdury’s Head on work, that he fhould
make fome offer to clear the Honour of the Lady,
and that he thould be a good Inftrument towards
her and her Friends 3 all which was but Entertain-
ment: For your Lordfhips fhall fee divers of my
Lord of Northampton’s Letters, (whofe Hand was
deep in this Bufinefs) written I muft fay in dark
Wordsand Claufes, that there was one thing pre-
tended, and another thing intended ; that there
was a real Charge, and fomewhat notreal ; a main
Drift and Diffimulation. Nay, farther, there be
fome Paffages which the Peers, in their Wifdoms,
will difcern to point diretly at the Impoifonment.

And now for producing of my Proofs, I will
ufe this Courfe: Thofe Examinations that have
been ‘taken upon Qath, fhall be here read 3 and
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the Witneffes alfo I have caus’d to be here, that
they may be fivorn, and to juftify or deny what
they hear read, and to diminifh or add to their
Examinations; and befides, that my Lord of §s-
merfet, and you my Lords the Peers, may afic
them what farther Queftions you pleafe.

F. Payton, Servant of Sir Thomas Overbury, now
of bis Father, exaininedbefore the LordChief juftice.

He faw a Letter of his Mafter’s, whofe Hand he
knew, to my Lord of Seineifer, wherein were thefe
Words, If I die, my Blood lie upon you. And in
that or another Letter there was this Claufe, My
Lord, you are now as good as your Word, you have
kept your Vow tome. Moreover, that in the Privy-
Gallery at/7bite-hall, my Lord of Somerfet coming,
fate to his Chamber, met there Sir Thomas Qver-
buiy 5 How mow, faid my Lord, are you up vet ¢
Nay, anfwers Sir Thomas Querbury, what do yo:
bere at this time of Night 2 IVill you never leave the
Company of that bafe Woman ? dud fecing you do
fo negleft my Advice, Idefire that to-moriow Maiin-
ing wenay part 5 and that you will let we have that
Portion you know is due toine 5 and then I wwill leave
you free to your felf, to fland on youi own Legs, My
Lord of Somerfer anfwer’d, His Legs were frong
enough to bear bimfelf ; and {o departed in great
difpleafure. And to his certain knowledge, they
were never perfectly reconci’d again,  And being
afk’d how he heard this Difcourfe, he faid, It was
in the dead of the Night, and he, being in 2 Room
within the Gallery, heard all that pafs’d,

H. Payton. Lacknowledge every Part of this Ex-
amination to be true : And more, That my Ma-
fter being in the Jower, hefent a Letter by Weffon
to me, tocarry to my Lord ; and withal, to de-
liver my Lord this Meffage, That that Powder he
had fent him had made him very fick, and given
him in one Night fixty Stools, befides Vomits.
This Letter I carried to the Court, and deliver’d
to Mr. Pawlins to carry in to my Lord, who was
then in his Chamber. My Lord prefently came
out ; atked me how my Mafterdid. I told him
very [lick 5 and withal, this Meflage how the Phy-
fick had wrought with him. My Lord fmiled,
and cry’d Pj/b ; and {o turn®d him away.

L. Davis, fometime Servant of Sir Thomas Over-
bury, now of Sir Humphrey May, bis Exaini-
nation before the Lord Coke,

Saith, That he hath heard his Mafter fay, That
he would have gone Embaffador, but that my Lord
of Rocheffer diffuaded him. He hath feen fome
Letters of Sir Thomas Ouverbury’s, wherein he writ
that the Lord of Rocheffer was even with him : Bt
he thinks he (7. e, the Lord Rochefler) never faw
thofe Paflages.

Lord of Som. I pray you, my Lords, note he
fays, I never faw thofe Paflages.

Mz, Attorney. Itistrue: For thofe Letters were

loft ; but after found by him, who knew them to
be his Mafter Sir Thoinas Overbury’s Hand.

o Thomas Overbury’s Firft Letter to my Lord.
Somerfet,

¢ TS this the Fruit of my Care and Love to you ?

¢ & Be thefe the Fruits of common Secrets, com-

¢ mon Dangers ¢ As a Man you cannot {uffer me
‘ to
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¢ to lic in this Mifery; yet your Behaviour “be-
¢ trays you. All I intreat of you is, that you will
¢ free me from this Place, and that we may part
¢ Friends. Drive me not to Extremities, left I
¢ fhould fay fomething that you-and 1.both repent.
¢ And ] pray God that you may not repent the
¢ Omiflion of this my Counfel in this Place,

.« whence I now write this Letter.?

L. Wentworth. How did you know thefe Letters
weie fent from him to my Lord of Semerfes ¢
L. Coke. They were found in a Cabinet, among
fome other Things, left in Truft by my Lord of
Somerfet with Sir Robert Cotton: And thus they
were difcover’d ; Sir Robert Cotton,tearing Searches,
delivers them to a Friend of his in Holbern, one
Mrs. Farneforib 5 fhe, to the ntent they might be
fafely kept, fent them to a Merchant’s Houfe n
.Cheapfide, where, fome nine Monrh:s before, the
‘had lodged, and defir’d that they might fafely be
kept for her, pretending they were fome Writings
that concern’d her Jointure. On St, Thainas’s Day
fhe her felf comes to have them again, {aying,
the muft carry them to her Counfel to perufe.
He faid, If you will fuffer me to open it before you,
and rhat there be nothing elfe, you fhall bave them,
Bur fhe by no means would confent to the breaking
of it open. Then he anfwer’d, It is a troubleforme
Time sy Twill go to any Lord Chief Fuftice, and if be
Fitd 10 other Writings than fuch as concern you, you
fhall bave them agein, So coming to my Chamber,
and not finding me within, (for I was gone to St.
Panl’s to the Sermon) he went to my Lord Zouch,
one of the appointed Commiffioners for this Caufe ;
who himfelf alone would not break 1t up, but came
to St. Pau’sto me 3 where in a By-room we broke
it up, and in it found thefe Letters, and divers
from my Lord of Nerthampton, befides many other
Papers.
L. Zouch. 1 afbrm this Relation of my Lord
Coke’s to be true,

§ir Thomas Overbury’s Second Letter to my Lord
. Somerlet.

IS comes under Seal; and therefore

fhall be bold. You told my Brother Lid-

cote, that unreverend Style might make you neg-

le€t me. With what Face could you do this,

who know you owe me for all the Fortune, Wit,

and Underftanding that you have? [Here were
mferred fome borrowed Names.

L nt [ o [ & ™ [ ] .

Mr. Attorney, Under thefe falle Names they
meant ‘Great Perfons ;3 Fufins the King, Dominick
my Lord of Northampton, Unclius my Lord of

Cantcrbury.
The reft of the Letter.

‘ And yet pretend the Reafon why you feek
not my Liberty, to be my unreverend Style ;
whillt, 10 the mean time, you facrifice me to
your Woman, {till holding Friendfhip with thofe
that brought me hither.  You bad my Brother
Lidecste keep my Delire of Liberty fecret: Yet
this fhall not ferve your turn; for you and I,
ere it be long, will come to a publick Trial of
another nature. I upon the Rack, and you at
vour Yafe; and yet I muft fay nothing! when
“ I heard (notwithftanding my Mifery) how you
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¢ ‘went to your Woman, ctirled your Hair, prefer-
¢ red Gibbe into the'Bed<chamber, and in the mean
¢ ume fend me’ nineteen’ Projeéts, -how 1 fhould
¢ caft about for my Libetty 5 and give'me a long
¢ Account of the Pains you have taken, and then
‘ go out of Town. [ wonder to'fee how" you
¢ fhould -neglett-him, to whom'fuch Secrets of all
¢ kinds have pafs’d: and fuffer ‘my Mother "and
¢ Silters to lic here in Town, expe@ing my Li-
¢ berty ; my Brother Lidcote to be in a ‘manner

¢ quite overthrown, in refpect -of ‘my Imprifon-

‘ ment; and yet ‘you ftand ftupid: Nor have

* neither Servant nor Friend fuffer’d to come to
“ me. Well, all this Vacation I have written the

“ Story betwixt you-and‘me : How'I have loft my

¢ Friends for your fake ; ‘what hazard- I have fun;

¢ what Secrets have pafs’d betwixt us; how after

¢ you had won that Woman by my Letters,

¢ and then you conceal’d -all-your After-proceed-
¢ ings from me ; and hot upon this there came
“ many Breaches betwixt us; of the Vow you
‘ made to be even ‘with me, and fending for me
‘ twice that Day that I was caught in the Trap,
¢ perfuading me that it was a Plot of mine Ene-
‘ mies, to fend me beyond Sea; and urging me
¢ not to accept 1t, afluring me to free me from any
¢ long Trouble. On Tuefday I made an end of
¢ this, and on Fridey fent it to a Friend of mine
¢ under eight Seals; and if you perfift ftill to ufe me
¢ thus, affure your felf it fhall be publith’d. Whe-
¢ ther Ilive or die, your Shame fhall never die, but
¢ ever remain to the World, to make you the moft
* odious Man living,?

H. Payton and L. Davis. We both, upon ouir
Qaths, know this to be St Thomas Querbury’s
Hand.

Simcocks®s Examination before my Lord Coke,zorit
with bis own Hand,

e fays, That 77effon many times, when Sir
Thomas Overbury was in the Tower, told him,
‘That my Lord of Semerfet charg’d him to look to
Overbury well y for if ever he came out, one of us
two muft die,

L. Som. T would fain know whether 77effon were
examin’d, or no.

L. Wentworth. How long is it fince this fami-
liar Acquaintance betwixt Simcocks and Wefton €

Simcocks, He and T were of antient and familiar
Acquatntance Jong fince.

M. Attorney. Wefton had continual Accefs to
my Lord, had Rewards from him: My Lord
charg’d him to look to Overdury well. It could
not be his Marriage that made him fo much fear ;
but what the Secrets were that caus’d it, itis not
the Work of this Day. Now to thew that the
oreateft Matters of State were communicated to
him., read Davis.

L. Davis examined, There was a Packet of
Letters, and [(eal’d, which, as he takes, came from
Sir Fobn Dighy, direCted to the King ; and his Maf-
ter Sir Thomas Ouerbury open’d it, took brief
Notes for my Lord of Somerfet, and fealing ic
again, fent both the Notes and Packets to him.
Another of this he faw his Mafter had at New-
Market from Sir Thomas Edmundes to the King,
out of which, after he had taken Extralts, he
feal’d it up again, and fent both back by this Exa-

minant to my Lord Semer/fes,
Mr.



350

M. Attorney.  Iwill not now, my Lords, en-
deavour to prefs the Greatnels of this Oftence:
But T urge it thus, That you may fee there were
no mean Secrets betwixt my Lord and Sir Thomas
Ouverbnry, that might rather caufe him to fear him,
than the Hindrance of his Marriage : If that had
been it alone, his going beyond Sea would have
{ferv’d che Thurn,

L. of Sotn, exam. Says, That among{t many
other Chara@ers for Names, that pafs’d between
Sir Thomas Overbury and him, Simenift was for Sir
Henry Newil, Iolfy for the now Lord Treafurer,
Dutius for my Lord of Canterbury.

Mr. Aitorney. In good Faith, thefe two made
Plays of all the World befides themfelves; but
tho’ it were a Play then, 1t hath prov’d tragical

fince.

A Letter of my Lord of Northampton #0 iy Lord
of Somerfet.

¢ O W all 1s concluded about the Form of

‘ the Noun-aitity, 1 doubt not but God will
¢ blefs the next Bargain, I hope hereafter to find
¢ better Pen and Ink in this Lady’s Chamber. Be
¢ {till happy. Underneath {ubfcrib’d H. Northamp-
¢ ton, and I am Witnels to this Bargain,

Fra. Howard.

This Letter was thew’d my Lord of Somer/es,
and he confe{s’d the Hand.

My, Attorney.  For the fecond Branch that 1
mean to follow ; and that is, That you ufed the
Means to expole him to the Tower, and there to
keep him clofe Prifoner. It is a Chain of eight
Links, and fhall be fhewed you upon eight Points
of the Compafs. But before we come to thefe,
it 15 to be confider’d, that as no Confultation is
ripe 1t an Hour, fo no more was theirs ; for they
purpofed at firft to have taken away his Life by
Affault, And Frankiin tells you the Caufe of this
Malice.

Frankhn examii’d before my Lord Coke, but
not upon Qath.

He faith, That my Lady Somer/fes faid the Caufe
of this Hatred of Sir Themas Qverbury was, that
he would pry fo far into my Lord of Somer/fet, that
he would put him down.

Sir D. Woodes examined before Lord Coke,

Fle faith, My Lady Somer/et knowing there was
fome Difcontent betwixt Overdury and him, in re-
fpect of a Suit thar he croffed him in, told him,
‘That 1f he would kill Sir Thomas Overbury he
fhould have 10co/, znd befides the would make
his greatelt Enemy to become his greateft Friend
And he knew no Enemy he had in Court but my
Lord of Rochefer. e anfwer’d, Thatif my Lord
of Raochefter would give him hisHand, or but pafs
his Word, 1f he did it, that he thould efcape; and
have his Pardon, he would doit. Upon this the
paufed, and defird fomc time to give her Anfwer;
and when he came again to her, fhe told him that
_could pot be: but promifed all Favour poffible
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unto him, and warranted him to go on upon her
Laife.

L. of Som. exam. Saith, [t was once refolv’d fome-
body in Court fhould fall out with Overdury, and
offer him {ome Affront; but that was not fol-
low’d.

My. Attorney. Note, my Lords, he does not fay
it was diflik’d. And now to the Puddle of Blood -
The firft Link of which 1s, That the Means to en-
trap Overbury for the Tower, was by the Means of
my Lord of Semerfes.

Sir Dudley Diggs fwora.

Sir Thomas Overbury orce told me, That he went
to undertake the Employment offer’d him to go
beyond Sea ; but afterwards he fent me word by
Sir Robert Manfel, that he had chang’d his Mind.
And Sir Robert Manfel told me farther, That he
faw a Letter from the Lord of Somerfe! to Overbury,
that diffuaded him from that Courfe.  Secing Mr,
Attorney hath call’d me {o far out of the Country
for this fmall Tettimony, I with Sir Robert Manfel
were here to juftify it

My Lord of Somerlet’s Declaration in Wiiting
io the King.

Being told by my Lord Chief-Juftice that I was
indicted, and was fhortly to expect my Arraign-
ment, I did not then believe him; for I did not
look for that Way. Your Majefty hath three
Kingdoms, wherein to exercife the Prerogative of
your Power, and but few that tafte of the firft of
your Favours; in which number I did think my
felf, 1f not the firft, yet infertor to very few. And
having committed no Offence againft your Perfon,
nor the State, I hope your Majefty will not for this
bring me to a publick Trial, which for my Repu-
tation’s Caufe, I humbly defire to avoid. Grace
truly given may be a Benefit; for it i1s not enough
to give Life, and not to fave Reputation. But if
I muft come to my Tril, knowing the Prefump-
tions may be {trong agaimnft me, in refpect I con-
fented to, and endeavour’d the Imprifonment of
Siv Thomas Overbury, (tho’ 1 defign’d it for his
Reformation, not his Ruin) I therefore defire your
Mayefty’s Mercy, and that you will be pleafed to
give me leave to difpofe of my Lands and Goods
tomy Wife and Child, and gracioufly to pardon
her, having confefs’d the Fact. For my felf, being
uncertain how I thall be judg’d upon Prefumptions,
I humbly defire that in the mean time you will be
pleas’d to give my Lord Hays and Sir Robert Carr
leave to come to me.

M. Aitorney. The {econd Link 1s, How that E-
wes came to be Licutenant of the Tower by your
means: And yet that mult have a Colour; my
Lord of Shrew/bury and Lord Chamberlain muf
prefer him to you as their Friend, tho’® it was re-
{olved before he fhould have the Place,

Sir Jervis Elwes examined, but not on Oath. He
faith, Sir Thomas Monfon told him that Wade was
to be remov’d ; and that if he fucceeded Sir 77il-
licin Wade, he muft bleed, that is, give 2000/,
And ten Days after ade was removed he came
into the Place, and paid 1400/ of the Money
at his Uncle Alderman Elwes’s Houle to Dr,

Campian.
Mr.
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- Mr. Atopngy. ¥oq may fee they had Ciphers
for Money, He muft bleed ; a ftrange-Prelage |
And as it is impoffible to fesve God and Mammon,
{o in thagkindiit is hard to fgrve a King,

Sir Thomas Monfon examined, but not on Oath :
Saith, My Lord of Nortbampien, upon I;{Je difpla-
cing of Wade,mov’d the King forSir feruis Ehwes;,
and that he direfted Sir Fervis Liwes 10,80 t0 the
Lords of Shrewfbury and Pembroke, to move my
Lord of Somerfet 10 {peak for him to t%lﬁ King.

Sir Yervis Ehwes’s Examinal, When it was refol-
wed Wade Thould be removed, and he to {ucceed
him, then he was advis’d to defire my Lord of
Somerfet to move for himy which he did ac-
cordingly : But took that only to be but for a Co-
lour, becaufe it was refolv’d before.

Mr. Attorney. Now the third Link concerns the
placing of Wefton for his Keeper.

Su Thosas Manfon, exam. Saith, He recommen-
ded Wefton to the Service of Sir Fervis Efues, and‘
to keep Sir Thonas Overbury, upon the Countefs of
Somerfct’s Entreaty : And farcher faith, That my
1ord of Northampton was acquainted with the pla-
cing of him.

K. Weflon exam. My Lord and Lady Somerfet
gave goud Words of him to the Lieutenant.

L.¢f Som. exam. He denies th_e Knowledge of
1Vefton, cither before his coming 1nto the Tower,
or {ince.

Simcocks exam. Wefton, during the time Sir Tho-
sas Overbury was in his keeping, came often to my
Lord, had much Moncy of him, and wonder’d
Sir Thomas Overdbury had fo good Opinion of my
Lord 3 and thought he had not fo'much Wit as the
World efteem’d, for there was no Man hinder’d
his Liberty but he: And whenever he came to my
Lord, he mizht ufe fuch Means as Rawlins his
Man muft not know.,

(In this interim a Scaffold broke, and there was
a great Noife and Confufion ; but atter Silence was
procikim’d, all hufh’d and quiet. |

M. Artornev. All the Conteflions of #effon were
taken before Conviction s And thefe two laft Wit-
nelles are merely to his denying the Knowledge of
Ji'efton.  Now for the fourth Link, which 1s the
placing and difplacing Oshceers,

Sir 7 eivis Elwes exam. Satth, That Overbury was
commitied April the 30thyand May the 6th himfelf
came to be Lieutenant ¢f the Tower ;3 and that
Icion was preferr’d to be Sir Themas Overbury’s
Keeper Aday the 7thy and thatall this time he
jerv’d, he never had Wages from him,

M. Astorney. Now the fifth Link or Point of
the Compafs I promis’d to fhew you, was, That
this muft not be done fuddenly, but by degrees ;
and 1o he muft be poiloned letfurely, to avoid Suf-
picion. And in the mean fpace you entertain’d
his Father and Mother with frivolous Flopes; and
yet indeed hinder’d and made oppofition (but un-
derhand) to all the Means that were ufed for his

clivery.

Mr.Overbury the Father fiworn. After my Son
was commitied, I heard that he was very fick; 1
went to the Court, and deliver’d a Petition to the
King: The Effect whereof was, That in refpect
of my Son’s Sicknefs fume Phyficians might have
Accels unto him,  The King anfwer’d, That his
own Phyfician fhould go to him: And then inftant-
ly fent him word by Sir William Bution, that his

Phyfician fhould prelently go, Upon this I only
addreflcd myfelf to my Lord of Semerfct, and none

&+
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elfe ; who faidymy Son fkopldibe prefcnsy deliver-
ed, bot diffuaded me from, preferring any giofe

Petitiops to the King.: Whml? nofwith{ mdi.i!%(I |
(fecing his Freedogn ftill delayrd), did deliver a P
tition to the King to that .P}lrﬁqfe; who faid i
{hould have a prefent Anfwer. -~ And myLord of
Somer[et told me, he {hould be {uddenly 'feﬁ_f:ﬁ_f 15 .
but with this, That neither I nor my Wife mpu

prefs to fee him, becaufe that might protiact Tus
Delivery ; nor deliver any more Petitions, to the
King, becaufe that might ftir his Encmies up a-
gainft him, And then he wrote a Letter to my

Wife, to diffuade her- from any longer Sgay i

London.

My Lord of Somexfet’s Letter to Mys. Overbury.

‘ N /IRS. Overbury, Your Stay here in Tow
¢ M can nothing avail your Son’s Delivery ;
< therefore I would advife you to retire into. the
¢ Country, and doubt not before your coming
¢ home you fhall hear he is a Fre¢man.” i

M. Overbury. Then after my Son’s Death; he
writ another Letter to me.

My Lord of Somexlet’s Lester to Mr. Overbury.

IR, Your Son’s Love to me got him the Ma-

} lice of many, and they caft thofe Knots on
his Fortune that have coft him his Life; fo, 1n
a kind, there 15 none guilty of his Death but 1:
And you can have no more caufe to commiferate
the Death of a Son, than I of a Friend. But
tho’ he be dead, you fhall find me as ready. as
ever I was to doall the Courtefies that poffibly
I can to you and your Wife, or your Children.
In the mean time I defire Pardon from you and
¢ your Wife for yourloft Son, tho’ I efteem my
¢ Lofs the greater, And for his Brother that is in

¢ France, I defire his Return, that he may fucceed
¢ his Brother in my Love.?

<
g
¢
¢
¢
¢
3
¢
¢
<

M. Aitorney. By this you fee my Lord’s Diffimu-
lation. And I think he was a piece of a Lawyer,
by his infinvating with his next Kindred, for fear of
Appeals. Now to come to the fixth Link, which.
thews how light my Lord of Somerfe+ made both of
Sir Thomas Quverbury’s Fortunes and Sicknefs, read
Simcocks,

Simcocks exam. Saith, That Wefton told him he
wonder’d Sir Thomas Overbury fhould have fo great
Confidence in my Lord of Somerfet,and think that
he lov’d him fo well ; for he knew that he could
not abide him, and thought of nothing lefs than
his Liberty.

Sir Fobn Lidcote fworn. Saith, He defir’d my
Lord of Somer/fet that either he or Sir Robert Kil-
ligrew might have leave to fee Sir Thomas Over-
bury in his Sicknefs, which my Lord obtain’d from
the King: And fo they had a Warrant from my
Lord of Northampton, and fome other Counfellors,
to fee him; and found him very fick in his Bed,
his Hand dry, his Speech hollow. And at this
time he defired me to write his Will ; I propos’d
to come to him again the next Day. Now betrig
ready to depart, the Licutenant going out before,
Ocerbury afk’d me foftly this Queftion, Whether
Somerfet juggled with him, or not? But 1 then
told him, as I believed, that I thought not. But
the Lieutenant looking back, and perceiving that

fome
I
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fome Whifpering had pafs’d, fwore that T had done  upon Oath, no mote" than I did Franklin, But

more than I could juftify. But afterwards, coming
to prefs my Lord of Samerfes about Sir Thomas
Overbury, ] perceived he dealt not plainly with him.
And once fpeaking with my Lord about him, he
gave a counterfeit Sigh, (as this Deponent con-
ceiv’d) for at that inftant he fmil’d 1n my Face.
Mr. Attormey. The feventh Link is to fhew you
the Manner of his Keeping; which was clofe Pri-
{oner in the Tower, his Offence being only a Con-
tempt: And who was the Author of this, read Sir
Thomas Monfon.
" SirThomes Monfon examined, but not upon Oath,
faith, My Lord of Northampton and my Lord of
Somerfet gave Diretions to the Lieutenant of the

Tower to keep him clofe Prifoner. |
L. Dovis exam, Saich, That he was a Suitor to

my Lord of Seinerfe, that he might wait upon his
Matter Sir Thomas Qverbury in the Tower, tho’
he were fhut up with him, But my Lord anfwer-
ed, He fhortly purpos’d to procure his total Liber-
ty, and this might hinder .

M. Attoruey, Now the eighth and laft Link 1s,
In the interim that Overduiy 1n the Tower was
ply’d with Poifons, my Lord thirfted after the
News, to know what became of him, and conti-

nual Pofts went between him and my Lady ; and
all this while bore him in hand with other Pre-

tences.

Franklin (but not upon Oath) faith, That being
with my Lady Effex, fhe told him that he had
that Dav received a Letter from my Lord of Ro-
chefter, wherein he writ, That if #7effon did not
prefently difpatch, Sir Thomas Qverbury would be
out,
Sir Fervis Elwes exam. Saith, He recerved di-
vers Letters from my Lady Effex, wherein fhe de-
firrd 1o know how Overbury did, that fhe might
certify to the Court,

Lord of Sow. exam, Saith, That there pals’d ma-
ny Letcers betwixt my Lady and him, but not
concerning Querbury. But then defir'd that this
Point might be altered 5 for it might be that fome
Letters concerning Querdury might have then paft
betwixt them.

M. Attorney. My Lord knew not whether any
of thefe Letters were extant, and therefore defird
that this might be alter’d.

Loubell, an Apothecary, a Frenchinan, faith, That
coming to my Lord of Somerfet, he afk’d him of
Ouverbury, and how hedid? and hefadill.  An-
other time alfo he fent for him to enquire about
Overbury ; and then he anfwer’d him, That he was
I, but hoped he might recover. What, fays my
Lord, do you think he would recover if he were
at Liberty 2 And he anfwer’d, Yes, Agamn, my
Lord fent for him a third tme 3 and carrying him
into the Gallery at #hiteball, afk’d him how Qver-
pury did. He anfwer’d, He was very fick: And
farther added, He found him ill before the 2 5th of
Fune, that he came to him.

L. of Som. exam. Denies that ever he faw Loubell
but once at Theobalds.

My, dttorney. Here again you {ee my Lord fal-
fify*d : Butit fecms, imagining or not knowing that

. Loubell could fay more againit him than he hath

done, he denied the Knowledge of him, as hedid

of Wefton. '
L. Coke. It was doubted Loubell might be a De-

linquent 5 and therefore Idurft not examine him

when in their Teftimony they accufe themfelves, it
is as {trong as if upon Oath.

Mr, Attorney, Now in refpet Overbury had a
working Brain, my Lord of Northampton muft in
fhew negotiate about his Delivery, and the Terms
of his coming out, whilft they intended his Poi-
foning : That was real, and the other but in pre-
tence.

My Lord of Northampton®s Firft Letter to
my Lord of Somerfet,

¢ IN this Bufinefs concerning Overbury there muft
“ 4 be a main Drft, and a real Charge: You
¢ may imagine the Meaning.’

My Lord of Northampton’s Second Letter 1o
my Lord of Somerfet,

‘ I Yefterday fpent two Hours in prompting the
¢ & Lieutenant, with as great Caution as I could,
“ and find him to be very perfe&t in his Parz, And
“ Ilong exceedingly to hcar his Report of this
¢ Adventure,’

My Lord of Northampton’s Third Letter to
iy Lord of Somerler,

™

OU need not ufe many Inftruments, o
long as Iam in Town, with the Lieute-

nant.’

™ M

My Lord of Northampton’s Fourth Letter to
my Lord of Somerfet.

¢ ¥ Cannot deliver with what Caution and Dif-
¢ A cretionthe Lieutenant hath undertaken Over-
¢ bury. But for his Conclufion, I do and ever will
¢ love him the better y which was this, That eci-
¢ ther Overbury thall recover, and do good Offices
¢ betwixt my Lord of Suffolt and you; which if
¢ he do not, you fhall have reafon to count him a
¢ Knave: or elfe, that he fhall not recover at all,
¢ which he thinks the moft fure and happy Change
“ of all; for he finds fometimes from Overdury
* many Flafhes of a firong Aftection to fome Ene-

¢ mies of his,?

L. of Som, 1 acknowledge thefe Letters to be
my Lord of Northampton’s; and all thofe that I
fent to him were deliver’d me after his Death by
Siv Robert Cotton: all which the Evening before

my Commitment to the Dean of #effminfler’s, I
burnt.

Mr. Attorney.  Thele Letters of Northampton,
were found in the Box Sir Robert Cotton gave Mrs.
Farnforth. And here my Part ends: And that
that refts behind, I leave to the two Scrjeants.

Lord High-Steward. My Lord, you have heard
what hath been urged againft you, and may ima-
gine that there reflts much behind : And therefore
you had beft confels the Truth ; otherwife you
will but more and more wind in your felf.

L. of Som. My Lord, I came with a Refolution
to defend my felf.

After this my Lord High-Steward and the reft

of the Lords retir’d themfelves.
Sery.
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Serj Montague. May 1t pleale your Grace, my -

Lord High-Steward of England, it falls to my part
to difcover thofe Secrets that were concurrent
and prefent with the Murder of Sir Thomas Queir-
bury. And there be three Things that make evi-
dently that my Lord of Semerfet was the principal
Procurer: 1. A Powder that was lent Sir Thomas
from your own hand, which was Poifon, and taken
by him, 2. Poifon in Tarts, which you occafion-
ed to be fent. 3. Thatyou thirfted after the Suc-
cefs, and wonder’d that he was no fooner dif-
parch’d, How the firft general Light of this Poi-
{foning came out, Mr. Attorney yefterday excelient-
Iy obferv’d that it was by a Compliment; fo now
I fhall thew how out of the Compunction of an
Offender’s Heart thefe came to be difcover’d:
Franklin confefles the Poifons he bought for this
purpofe, and the trial that he made of them be-
fore they were fent. And 1. For the Powder,
it was fent in a Letter written with my Lord’s
own Hand to Ouerbury: And you writ that it
would make him a lieele fick, (which 1t did 1na
high degree;) and that upon this you would take
occalion to {peak for him to the King.  And this
Letter, with the Powder, you fent to him by
Davis; and the Powder was Poifon. 2. For the
poifoned Tarts: At firft you fent them good, to
difguife the bad; butafter came the poifoned Tarts
which you fent him. And to make this appear
that they came from you, continual Pofts ran be-
tween you and my Lady; and fhe writes to the
Licutenant, ¢ 1 was bid to tell you, That m the
¢ Tarts and Jellies there are Letters; but in the
¢ Wine none: And of that you may take your
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¢ the other not.  Give him thefe Tarts and Jelly
¢ this Night, and all fhall be well’ And it ap-
pears that the Lezsers did lignify Poifon. 3. The
third Charge that I lay vpon you, 15, That you writ
to my Lady that you wonder’d thefe things were
not difpatch’d, She prelently {ent for Franklin,
and fhew’d him your Letters ; which he read, and
remembers the Words. She then alfo {ent for #efton
to difpatch him quickly ; who anfwer’d, That he
had already given him as much as would poifon
twenty Men, And in all thefe things, my Lord,
I fhall prove you as guilty as any whofoever hath
been formerly arraign’d: And #gffon, upon lus
Arraignment, afirm’d all thefe things to be true,
Now to the Proof: He fends a Petition to the
Lord Coke, to defire to {peak with him, the very
Night before Elwes’s Arraignment, he knowing
nothing of ity and fays, That his Confcience
troubles him fo, that he cannot f{leep, and there-
fore defires to reveal fomething to himy and that
until he had done it, he could never be at quiet.
Frankliir's Exam. Mrs, Turner defir’d him o buy
fome of the ftrongeft Poifons he could get; which
he did, and brought them to Mrs. Turaer and my
Lady; and at that time they both {wore him to
Sccrecy,  And afterwards he perceiv’d that thefe
Potfons were fent to the Tower 3 and amongft the
reft a kind of white Powder called Arfenick, which
foe told him was fent Querdury in a Lettery and
after {hew’d him, and told him of many more Pot-
fons that were {ent, and to be fent by #¢ffon to
Overbury. And thole Poifons which my Lady thew-
ed him, were wrapp’d ina Paper, written with a
RomanHand, And they try’d fome of the Poifons
tupon a Cat, oraDog, which was wonderfully tor-
mented, and died.
Vou, |,

for the Murder of Sir Thomas Overbury.

felf, and give your Wife and Children; but of
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Wefton's Exam. My Lady told him that he fhould
be well rewarded ; but before the could procure
that, the Falt muft be done: And that he had al-
ready given him as marry Poifons as would poifon
twelve Men.

Ld. of Soi. exain. Saith, That he caufed a Vomir
to be fent him at hts own requeft, which was a
white Powder ; and it was the fame that he had
had before of Sir Reseit Killegrew, and fent by
Rawlins 5 and it may be that this fecond fent by
Davis was in a Letter.

L. Davis exam. Saith, That three Weeks afrer
Sir Fervis Elwes came to be Lieutenant of the
Tower, my Lord fent, ina Letter by him, a whire
Powder to Sir Thomas Overourys and that it would
make him a little fick, fo he might have the berter
Opportunity to {peak for him to the King; and
he faw this Letter. Next Day Weffon told him
how fick Overdury had been, and thew’d him whar
loathfome ftuff he had vomited, which he would
have had to have carried to the Lord Somerfes 3 but
Wefton would not let him, faying, It was an unfic
Sight to thew him,

H. Payton exam. Saith, That this Powder eave
Sit Thomas ffty or fixty Stools and Vomits for
four or five days,

Sery, Mont. Four feveral Juries have found that
this Powder was Poifon, and of this Poifon Sir
Thomas Cverbury died; now for the Proof of the
poifon’d Tarts,

La. of Som. exaim. She faith, She knoweth-of no
Tarts were fent Sir Thomas Quverbury, but either
from her felf or my Lord.

oir fervis Elwes exam. Saith, By Letters
Lady meant Poifon, but the Word was
to clear his Eyes,

mny
then vied

The Lady Somerfe’s Letter to Sir Jervis Ehwes,

" Y Was bid tobid you fay, that thefe Tarts came
* L not from me; and again, I was bid to tell
“ you, that you muft take heed of the Tarts, be-
“ caule there be Letters in them, and therefore
* neithcr give your Wife nor Children of them,
¢ but of the Wine you may, for there are no Lezfers
¢ nit; Sir Thomas Moufon will come from the Court
¢ this day, and chen.we fhall have other News.”

La, of Soin exam. Saith, That by Letsers the
meant Poifon,
. Sery. Mont. Now for my Lord’s hafte to fpur
this on, (and here I end) read Frawnkiin’s Exami-
nation,

Franklin exam. Saith, in a Letter which my
Lady told him was fent her from my Lord, there
were thefe Words, That be wondred things were not

yet difpateh’dy and that be thinks was meant about

Overbury, by reafon ofber then Speeches to bim, and

prefent fending for Welton,

Serf, Crew. My Part is now to difcover thofe
Alts that fucceeded the Fadt, and then my Lord
begins to few Fig-leaves; 1. Practices to fupprefs all
Tettimomes. 2. To furprize all Letters. 3. 1o
oct a Pardon, and defires a Pattern of the moft
farge Pardon. Now for your Prattice to fup-
prefs the Teftumony of Frankling you come from _
Court and tell my Lady, that #7¢flon was appre- "
hended; then Mus, Turaer fends to  Franklin to
cotne to my Lady at one a Clock at Night. Then
my Lady tells him that /Z¢ffon had confels’d all,
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aid that we fhall all be hang’d ; and at that time
did again give him another QOath for Secrecy.
And, during this Dialogue, fhe went into an inner
Room, to {peak with one, (whom he took to be
my Lord of Semerfet ;) when fhe came out, then
the inftruéts Franklin what to fay, if he were ex-
amin’d, but by no means to confefs the Knowledge
of her, or of Mrs. Turner : 'That the Lords will pro-
mife him, upon his Confeflion, hope ¢f a Pardon,
but that by no means he fhould believe their fair
Words; for if he did, then they fhould all be
hang’d. Now for the Courfe you took in fuppref-
{ing of Letters, Lawrence Dauis, after s Mafter’s
Death, made {uit to {ferve my Lord, then his Suit
was rqe&ed but laft Summer, fearmﬂr this might
break out, {ends Rawlins to him, proh:rq him all
Courtefy, ‘and defires that he would fend to him
all thofe Letters, and Copies of Letters, which had
palt between Sir Thoimas Overbury and him. Davis
did fo; and upon this my Lord gave him 307,
Atter Peffon and Mrs, Turner were commitred,

there wasa Trunk, wherein were many Letters:

This Trunk ftood at the Houfe of #effon’s Son’s
Mafter. For this Trunk, my Lord (after he was
commanded to forhcarthe Court) makesa Warrant
to the Conftablé¢ to break itopen, and to fend unto
him thofe Bundles of Writings that were in it;

pretending they were certain Bends and WaVrmnfrs
belonging to Miftrels Hide, a Sifter of Mrs, Tyr-
ner’s.  According to this Direétion, thofe Letters
that were in the Trunk were brought unto him,
Now for thofe Letters that pafs’d betwixt my Lord
of Northampton and you; thirty of thofe you had
fent him, were deliver’d you after his Death by
Sir Robert Cotton y and all thefe the Night before
your Commitment to the Dean of 7efiminfier you
burnt. For thofe Letters of Ouverbury’s that you
had, Sir Roebert Cotton advis’d you not to burn, but
keep them: And all of them being without Dates,
Cotton told you there might be fuch Dates given
them as would be much to your advantage : So
you gave him Order for that purpofe, to give
Dates to thofe Leteers,  According to your Direc-
tions he did fo; but not till after 777effon’s Arraign-
ment: And then underftanding at what Time the
Poifons m the Indi¢tment were faid to be deliver’d,
he dated fome of them with a Purpofe to crofs the
Indi€tmenty and fome of the Letters he razes,
fome paftes, fome pares, as they were advanta-
oeous or difadvantageous to hims and all this to
oblcure the Fa&t, My next Aggravation 1s, That
my Lord went about to get a Pardon; and that
Precedents thould be fought of the largeft that
ever were granted 3 and they were brought him,
Why fhould he feek this, but to be freed from this
Murder ? And i the Precedent of Henrythe VIIIs
Pardon to Cardinal /#eifey, after many Offences
were forgiven, both in the Beginning and Ending,
then in the Midit come in all Treafons and Mur-
ders. I_.:aill}f.. Now I urge the Declaration you
frnt to the King; whercin you feem’d to doubt
your feif, becaute that you endeavour'd and con-
fented to the Punithmert of Sir Themas Overbury
and In refpect you had formerly been fo much in
the King’s Favour, thoughtyou might exnet Mer-
cy; and fecing you had never done any Offence
againft the King, nor'the State, hoped that you
fhould never be calPd in qucﬁmn for this: But if
you fhouid, then you itnplor’d Grace for your Wife;
but you never fueghi a Pardon for her, as you did
foryour felf.  Andthen, laftly, you defire to have
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leave to difpofe of your Lands to your Wife and
Child. Now for the Proofs of all this that I have
faid, firt read Franklin, for the Suppreflion of his
Teftlmony

Frauklin’s Exain, When my Lord of Somerfot
came to Town, after //cfion’s Apprehenfion, he
(Lranklin) was fent for to the Cock-Pit; and there
my Lady {wore him again to Secrecy, told him
Wefton was taken, and that it was hikely he fhould
be {o fhortly, and that they fhould ali be hang’d.
Then retiring into an Inner-room, to fpeak with
one, (whom he verily beheves to be my Lord of
Somerfet) fhe came again, and rold lnm, ‘That the
Lords, if they examin’d him, wouid put him in
hope of a Pardon upon Confeffion : But, faid fhe,
believe them not; tor when they have got out of
you what they would we fhall all be hang’d, Nay,
faith Mrs, Turner, Madam I will not be hang’d
for you both,

Mary Ecwin’s Exanination, (not upon Oath)
Mys, Turner’s Maid.

Mrs. Turner fent her for Franklin, to bring him
to the Cock-Pit, at Ten a-Clock at Night s and s
fure that Night my Lord of Somes fet came from
Court, and was at the Cock-Pit when fhe came,

Lady Som. exam. She confefleth all that Franklin
faid concerning her Difcourfe with him ; and that
my Lord was with her that Night in the Coc-Pjt.

M. Serj. Crew, Next follows the Proof for fur-
prizing Letters.

L. Davis exam. Saith, That 1n Summer laft my
Lord fent Rawlins to him, to defire that if he h::ui~
any Letters, either from my Lord to Siv Thowmas,
or from him to my Lord, that he would fend them
by him; which he did : And for this my Lord
did afterwards fend him by Rew/ins 30 ..

George Errat the Confiable’s Examination.

Satth, That Posnlter, a Meflfenger, brought hima
Warrant from my Lord of Semerfet, to break open
and fearch a Houle for certain Writings, which
were pretended to be one Mrs. Hide’s, a Sifter of
Mrs. Zurner’s 5 and that he fhewed him a parc of
the Warrant only, but not all; {o that for that
caufe he would not execute it.  Whereupon, Pon/-
ter got Smiths himfelf to break open the Houfe and
Doors, and found 1n the Cellara Box and Bag of
Writings, where he faw the Name of Mrs. Turaer ;
and thofe were carried tomy Lord.

L. of Som. For thefe Letters, Sir Robert Cotton de-
liver’dthemmeback after my Lord of Northampton’s
Death ; and concerning the Dates, you need not trou-

~ ble yourfelf, for it now grows late, and I fhall have

very little time to anfwer for my felf. I confefs, Sir
Robert Cotton deliver’d me back thofe Letters Ihad
lentmy Lord of Northampton,and thatIburnt them;
and that fome Parts were cut oft as impertinent.

Sir R. Cotton exam. Saith, my Lord deliver’d in-
to his hands many of Sir Thomas Overbury’s Let-
ters ; and that he cut and dated them by my Lord’s
Direction ; and that he put in Dates the next Day
to fome of the Letters, after #effon’s Arraign-
ment.

Mer. Serj. Crew. 1 defire my Lord will be pleas’d
to look upon this Book of Overbury’s Letters. And
now for the Copy of the largeft Pardon:

Sir



i1616,

Sir Robert Cotton faith, Thatat my Lord of So-
merfet’s Intreaty, a little before Michaiemas-aft, he
got him a Draught of the largeft Pardon, and the
Precedent was of one that King Henry the Eighth
granted to Cardinal 7slfey: and 1f he defired fuch
2 one, I told him the beft way was to follow Pre-
cedents.

The Pardon was read ; wherein, amongft other
Offences, before and after, of {mallaccount, Trea-
fon and Murder be foifted in.
© Mr. Serj. Crew. And this was it that made /7ef-
ton fear that the Net was for the little Fifhes, and
that the great ones could break through.

Alderman Bawles exam, Saith, That after he had
perfuaded #efton from ftanding mute, he told him
That he fear’d the Net was laid for the little Fifhes,
and that the great ones would break through.

Mr. Serj. Crew. The laft thing I urge, 15 my
Lord’s Declaration to the King, which I defire
fhould be read.

The fame that were noted before, after he un-
derftood by my Lord Coke that he was to be ar-
raign’d, &

My, Attorney. You lee, my Lords, in this Decla-
ration of my Lord Semerfet there is a Brink of
Confeflion; I would to God 1t had 2 Bottom. He
wges that in refpect he hath formerly been fo great
in the King’s IFavour, and had never commutted
any Treafon, neither againit his Perfon nor State,
that he fhould never have been cal’d to an Account
for this Fault, though he had been guilty: That
Grace timely given 1s 2 Benefit; and that it is not
only enough to give Life, but to fave Reputation.
But if he muft be urg’d, then he defires his Wife
-might be pardon’d, having confefs’d the Faét: And
that 1f he muft be put upon the Hazard of a Trial,
the King will before give him leave to difpofe of
his Lands and Goods to the Ufe of his Wife and
Child; and that in the mean time he will give my
Lord Hayand Siv Robert Carr leave to come to
him.

My, Sery. Crew. This Declaration s an implica-
tive Conteffion,

Mr Attorney, T think there is none here but
wonders, feeing that all Poifons be Works of Dark-
nefs, how this thould fo clearly appear: But it
feems, s Greatnefs in Fortune caus’d this Grofi-
nefs in oftending,

L. High-Steward. My Lord of Somerfzt hath be-
hav’d himfelf modeftly in the Flearing: And only
this, (before you {peak for your felf) by way of
Advice, I will fay unto you, in giving you two
Examples: Your Wife, that yelterday confe{s’d the
Fact; and there s great hope of the King’s Mercy,
if you now mar not that which the made, On the
contrary, Bryon, who when the King of France
ufed alt the means he poffibly could, to bring him
to the Acknowledgement of his Offence, which
if he had done, there was no queftion to be made of
the King’s Grace. And I think there never was,
nor is, 2 more gracious and merciful King than
our Mafter. But Bryen ftill perfifting in the Denial
of his Fa&t, you know his End.

L.of Som. 1 am confident in minc own Caufe,
and am come hither to defend it.  And in refpect
the King’s Counfel have been {o long in fpeaking
agamft me, that heither my Memory nor Notes
will give me leave to anfwer every Particular in
order, I will begin with fome of the laft Things
that they feem’d moft to uwrge againft me, and fo
anfwer the reft that I think do any thing at all

Vor. L
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touch me. For the Powderthat was {erit Overdury
to make him fick, that fo I might have the better
occafion to {peak for him to the King for that pur-
pofe, he himfeif defir’d it, and upon his Letter I
fent 1t.  And though it be true that I confented to
his Imprifonment, to the end he fhould make no
Impediment in my Marriage; yet I had a care of
his Lodgings, that they fhould be where he might
have the beft Air, and Windows both to the Wa-
ter and-within the Tower, fo that he might have
liberty to fpeak with whom he would;  So you {ee
itwasagainftmy Intentionto have himclofe Prifoney.

Whereas the Breach of Friendthip betwixt Over-
buryandme s ufed foran Aggravation againftme;
1t s no great wonder for Friends fometimes to fall
out, and leaft of all with him  for I think he had ne-
ver a Friend in his Life that he would not fometime
fall our with, and give Offence unto: And this
they term’d Infolence in himj but I give it a bet-
ter Name.

For the great Truft and Communication of Se-
crets between Overdiiry and me, and for the Ex-
trafts that he took of Ambaffadors Letters, I
confefs this; I knew his Ability; and what I did
was by the King’s Commiffion, Forother Secrets;
there were never any betwixt us.

And for his fafhion of braving both in Words
and Writing, there was none that knew it better;
nor fear’d it lefs than my felf, At that time he was
in difgrace with the Queen, and for that caule was
enforc’d fora time to abfent himfelf from Cour;
and this was for fome particular Mifcarriage of his
towards her Majefty; and tho’ I labour’d his
Reconcilement and Return, yet he with main vio-
lent Terms laid the caufe of his Difgrace upon me.
And another time my Lord of Safisbury fent for
him, and told him, That if he would depend up-
on hus Favour, he would prefently help bim with a
Sutt that fhould benefit him 2000 /. which prefent-
ly OQverbury, coming to me, toldme of: To which
I anfwer’d, He did not need to rely upon any body
but me; and that, if he would, he might com-
mand my Purfe, and prefently have more than
that; and fo he had. And yet afterwards, upon
fome caufelefs Difcontent, in a great Paffion he faid,
That his Love to me had put him outof my Lord
of Salisbury’s Favour, and made him lofe 2000 /.
Whereas 1t was urg’d that I caus’d him to refule
the Imployment that was impos’d upon him; 1tis
not fo; for I was very willing he thould have un-
dertakenit, buthenot. My Lord of Canterbury
mov’d him to it, but not without my privity; for
I fhould have been glad to have remov’d hiin, both
in refpect of my Marriage and his Infolence. But
Querbury came to me, and faid, I will tell Sir Dudley
Diggs I willundertake this Lmbaflage, that he may
{o return Anfwer to my Lord of Canterbury 5 but
then you muft write to me not to do fo, and fo
take 1t upon you. Whereas 1t 1s pretended that 1
fhould caufe poifon’d Tarts to be fent him to the
Tower; my Wife in her Confeflion faith, That
there were none fent but either by me or her; and
{ome were wholeformne, and fome not : Then it muft
needs follow, that the good ones were thofe which
I fent, and the bad hers,

L. Lifle. If you had fent him good Tarts, you
fhould have feen them convey’d by a trufty Mel-
{enger.

L. Compton. My Lady, in her Letter to the
Lieutenant, writes, I was bid to bid you do this,

Who fhould bid her? |
JW?'-;
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M. Serjeant Montague. The continual Letters what [underftand by Zfwes’s Conclufion, which my

between my Lord and her argues that.

L. of Som. If Franklin knew me fo well, and that
I was privy to the Plot, why fhould then my Wile
and I (as he pretends) when he was there, fpeak fo
clofely, and always out of his Hearing and Sight?
But for Overbury, my furtheft Intent in his Impri-
fonment was, that he thould be no Impednment to
my Marriage; and this I communicated to my
Lord of Northampton and Efwes,

Serj. Montague. You could not couple your {clt
worfe than with them two.

L. of Som. Whereas Simcocks fays, from the Re-
lation of Wefton, That he fo often came to me; 1
protelt I never faw him till after Overdbary’s Death,
and then Rawlizs brought him to me.

Serj. Crew. Siv Feris Elwes in his Examination
faith, that 77effen many times told him, that my
Lord of Semerfet many times fent for him: And
for this purpofe you fhall have /7 ¢ffor’s Examina-
ton.

Foeftoi’'s Examin, Saith, That my Lord of So-
serfet many times fent him Directions, before Over-
buiy’s going to the Tower, to appoint Meetings
betwixt him and my Lady.

L. of Sow. Thismay hold, and yet that [ never
fpake to him: So for thofe Meffages he fpoke of,
he might receive Directions from me by a third
Perfon.  And for that which Payton alledges about
the Powder which I fent, and made Sir Thomas
Overbury fo fick; that Powder I fent was one of
them which I receiv’d from Sir Robert Killegrew.

Serj. Crew. Butthis, my Lord, wasnone of the
Powders you receiv’d from Sir Redert Killegrrew,
for you had three from him: The firft was loft;
the {ccond you fent him by Rewlius; and the third
your felf took at Buly: Now a fourth, which was
fent by Davis, was that that made him fo fick, and
gave him fo many Stools; and that was poifon, and
fent three Weeks after that that Raewlins carried.

Sir Roberr Killegirezo faith, That my Lord de-
firrd him to give him Powders, which he himfelf
fomeames uled to take for a Vomir; but he
thought it had been only tfor himfelf, not that he
had had a Purpofe to fend it to Sir Theinas Over-
buryy and that my Lord never had of this Powder
of him but thrice.

M. Rawlins exam. Saith, That the firft Vomit
Sir Robert Killegrew gave my Lord, was laid upon
a Tefter of a Bed, and lott; and that then upon
that he got another, which my Lord {ent to Sir
Thomas Querbury by him; and afterwards a third,
which my Lord took at Buly: But he never heard
that Sir Thomas Overbury defir’d my Lord to fend
him any.

Lranklin exain. Saith, That he provided a white
Powder, which was Poifon, for my Lady called it
Arfenick; which, as my Lady did afterwards tell
him, was {ent to Sir Theoinas Ouverdury in a Letter.,

L. of Som. Ido notthink you can take Franklii
foragood Witnefs, Now for the Antedates which
are ufed as a Circumftance againlt me; Sir Robert
Cotton mov’d me to 1, faying, That the Dates
might prove ufeful to me at this time, Whereas
my Lord of Noeithaiptor writes in one of his Let-
ters, that he had promoted the Licutenant; I con-
cetve his Meaning to be, That he fhould endea-
vour to make Ouerdury to be a good Inftrument be-
twixt my Lord of Szjffolk and me; and to that end,
thofe whom he thought to be his principal Enemics

fhould be the only Caufers of hus Freedom,  And

]

joined with me, but that he was at Council.

Lord of Noythamptes velates in the end of one of
his Letters to me, That Death is the beft Way;
I with that my Anfwers to thofe Letters were now
to be feen: and if I had ever thought that thofe
Letters of my Lord of Newthampten’s would be
dangerous to me, it 1s likely I would never have
kept them. For the Warrant I made, my Wife
defir’d me to do it for Mrs. Tuiaer’s fake: Packer
formed it 3 and told me, Imight do 1ras a Coun-
{cllor alone, without other Hands; for I would
have had at that time my Lord Know!es to have
And
when this Warrant was fent, I was not commanded
from Court, as 1s pretended,

L. High-Stewward. Allthe Council together could
not juftity the making of fuch a Warrant.

L. of Som. For my endeavouring to get a Par-
don; having had many things of Truft under the
King, and the Cuftody of both the Seals, without
particular Warrant, I defir'd by this means to be
cxonerated.  And forall general Words, the Law-
vers put them in without my privity.  And forthe
Precedent of the largeft Parcon, which I had from
Sir Robert Cotton, 1t was upon this occalion: Sir
Robert Cotton {and, In refpect you have recerv’d
fome Difgrace in the Opmion of the World, m
having pait that Pardon which the laft Summer
you defir’d, efpecially feeing there be many Pre-
cedents of larger; I would have you now get onc
after the largelt Precedent, that {o by that Addi-
tion youmight recover your Honour.  And upon
this I bad him fearch for the largett.

Serj. Mout. Sir Robert Cotton fays otherwife,

Sir R. Cotton exaimn. Saith, My Lord defir’d to
{feck Precedents of the largeft Pardons.

L. of Sem. For the Declaration which I lately
fent to the King, and partcularly the Word [ Mer-
cy], which is now fo much urg’d again{t me, 1t was
the Lieutenant’sy for I would have uled another,
but he faid 1t could be nothing prejudicial unto
me: But when Iwnt it, I did not think thus to
be fifted 1n this Decl-rationy for I in that, n alf
Humility, did o far endeavour to humble and yield
my felf, that the King might the better exprefs his
Grace. And for the Words, [That I did confune
to and endeavour the Imprifonment of Siv Thomas
Ouverduiy] 1t 15 true, for the Reafon therc al-
legd’d,

Mr, Atroriey. May it pleale your Grace,  my
Lord here hath had a moft gracious Hearing, and
hath behav’d himfelf modeftly and wituly.

L. High-§teward. I you have any more to fay,
my Lord, you fhall be heard at length; we will
not {traiten you in T1me,

L. of Som. For Loubell, 1 never faw him but
twice: he affirms the contrary, 1 deny it; and
there 15 none elfe that proves it but hunfelf, For
Sir Rodert Cotton, I could with that he were here to
clear many things that now be oblcurc,

My, Artorney, It he were here, he could not he
{worn, for Reafon of State, being heid for a De-
linquent.

L. of Som. For Sir David Wood, there was a
Suit wherein he might have benefited himfelf
1200 /. which I was willing to further him i,
conditionally, that Querbury fhould have been a
Sharer: But for the not effetting of 1, it feems, he
took fome diflike of Sir Thomas Overbury. The
Money that 1s faid Sir Fervis Eloves gave for his
Place, I had no part of it, 'Whereas the fhiftung

of
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of Offices 1s urg’d again{t me, to make the more
ealy way for Elwes’s Lntrance; 1t 15 well known;

the tealon of #ede’s difplacing was m refpect of

his Carelcfinefs, in fuftering the Lady Aratella to
have a Key, by which fhe might have convey’d her
felf out of Prifon. More I cannot call to mind ;

but defire Favour.
My, Attorney. Ithath, my Lord, formerly at Ar-

raignments been a Coftom, after the King’s Coun-
fel and the Prifoner’s Detence hath been  heard,
bricfly to fum up what hath been faid : Bue in this
we have been fo formal in  the Diftribution, that
I do not think it neceflary: And therefore now
there 1s no more to be done, but that the Peers
will be pleas’d to confer, and the Prifoner to with-
draw *till the Cenfures be patft.

L. of Som. My Lords, before you go together,
I befeech you give me leave to recommend my felf
and Caufe unto you : As the King heth raifed me
to vour Degree, {o he hath now difpos’d me to
your Cenfures, This may be any of your own
Cales, and therefore I aflure my felf you will not
take Circumftances for Evidence; for it you thould,
the Condition of 2 Man’s Lite were nothing, In
the mean time, you may fee the Excellence of the
King’s Juftice; which makes no Dittinétion, put-
ting me into your Hands for a jult and equal Cen-
fure.  For my part, I proteft before God I was
neither guilty of, nor privy to, any Wrong that
Ouverbury {ufter’d in this kind. A Man fenfible of
his own Prefervation, had need to exprels himfelf.

So he being withdrawn from the Bar, my Lord
High-Steward briefly reported to the Lord the
Proofs againft my Lord of Semerfer. Then the
Lords by themfelves (and my Lord Steward for his
Eafe, but returning before the reft) f{taid fome time
together 3 in which Interim they fent for the two
Chief Juftices. Being return’d, the Serjeant-Cryer
Ly, Fenfbaw, calPd every Lord by his Name,
Robert Lord Doriner, and {o to the reft, before my
Lord High-Steward fpake.

L. H, Steward., Robert Lord Dorser, How
fay you? Whether is Robert Earl of Somerfet guilty
of the Felony, as Acceffary before the Ifact, of
the wiltul Poifoning and Murder of Sir Thomas
Ouverbuiry, whereot he harh been indicted and ar-
raigned, or not guliy?  And fo partcularly to
cvery Lord, one by one.

L. Dorier. Guilty, my Lord: Swanding up,
and bare-headed 5 then fitting again, My Lord
Norris, when itcame to him, faid, Guilty of Mur-
ders But being told by my Lord High-Steward
that he muft fay either Guilty, or Not Guiity to
the IndiGtment, he faid, Guilty,  Then Mr. Licu-
tenant brought the Prifoner again to the Bar : But
hie had before taken oft his George himfelf,

Mi. Astorney. My Lord Hish-Steward, Robess
{oarl of Szierfet hath bzen indicted and arraigned,
and put himfelf upon his Peers, who all, without
the Difference of one Voice, have found him
gutlty 5 I pray Judgment.

My, Feufhaw, Robert ¥arl of Semewfet, hold up
thy Hand.  Whereas thou haft been indiéted, ar-
raign'd, and picaded Not guilty, as Acceffary be-
fore tae Falt, to the wilful Poifoning and Murder
of Str Thowmas Gueronry, and hatt put chy felf upon
thy Peers, who have found thee gulty 5 what haft
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L. of Som. The Sentencé that 1s palt upon me
muft be juft: I only defire. a Death according to
my Degree.  For that Sfincocks faid
L. H. $teward. My Lord, you are not now to
{peak any more in your Defence; but why Judg-
ment of Death fhould not be pronounced.

L.of Som. Then I have no more to fay; but
humbly befeech you my Lord High-Steward, and
the reft of the Lords to be Interceffors to the King
for his Mercy towards me, if it be neceffary.

My Lord High-Steward, taking the White-
Staff from Sir Richard Coniagsby, pronounc’d Sen-

‘tence.

L. High-Steward. Robert Tarl of Samzrfet,
Whereas thou haft been indited, arraign’d, and
found guilty, as Acceflary before the Fact, of the
wilful Potfoning and Murder of Siv Thoiras Over-
bary 5 you are therefore to be carrted {rom hence
to the Tower, and from thence to the Place of
Exccution, where you are to be hang’d till you
bedead : Andthe Lord have Mercy upon you.

L. of Soin. My Lords the Peers, Ibefeech you,
as you have been the Judges of this Day, fo you
wiil be my Interceflors.

Then my Lord Steward broke his Staff, the
Court diffolv’d, and the Prifoner was carried away.

Afterwards the Earl and his Countefs receiv’d
feveral Keprieves, during which he wrote to the
King the following obfcure Letter ¥.

May it pleafe your NMajefty,

‘ Y this Gentleman your Majefty’s Lieute-
‘ nant, [underftand of fome halt you made,
“ and the caufe of 1t, at fuch time as he offzred 1o
¢ your Majefty my Letters ; but {oon after your
¢ Majefty could rcfolve your felf, and behold me
¢ nothing fo diffident of you, but in humble Lan-
¢ guage petitioning your Favour; for I am in
¢ hope that my Condition is not capable of fo much
 more Mifery, as I nced to make my Paffage to
¢ you by fuch way of Interceflion, |

¢ This which follows after, I offer your Ma-
¢ Jefty, tho’ notas to your fclf, for upon lefs Mo-
¢ uve you can find Favour for me.

“ Now I need only move, not plead before your
¢ Majeflty, as my Cafe doth ftand ; for what I
¢ feck to have done, follows upon what you have
¢ already done, as a Confequence and fucceeding
“ Growth of your own Adt.

“ But ro the intent that your Majefty may fee
¢ that there is enough to anfwer thole (it any fuch
“ there be) as do go about to pervert the exercife
“ of your Power, and to turn 1t fromits own clear
“ Excellency, for to minifter unto their Paffions ;
¢ I have prefum’d to thisend to awake your Ma-
‘ jefty’s own Conceit upon this Subje, which
¢ can gather to it felf better and more able De-
¢ fences in my behalf upon this View, For tho’
¢ the Acts of your Mercy which are not commu-
nicable, nor the Caufes of them with others; as
¢ derived from thofe fecret Motives which are only
‘ fenfible and privy to your own Feart, and
“ admit of no fearch or difcovery to any general
¢ SatisfaCtion ; and that under this Prore&tion 1
“ might guard my Particular fufficiently 5 yet my
¢ Cale need not hide itfelf, but attend the Difpure

™

theu to fay for thy lelf, why Sentence of Death ¢ with any, that would put 1t upon a monfirous

fhould not be pronounc’d againft thee ?

¢ and heavy Shape: tho’ tharImult acknowledge,

¢ that

® Cris war Depreballey that fome Expoffions in thit Letter way bave velation to a Report fpread obous at that tisae, of Somerfer’s
threatiuing Meffize fent t0 King Jaimes by the Livutenant of the ‘Tower, Thut if he hud not his Pardon, he vould cilcover an im-

porvtaas Scerct, which it was the King's intereft to have conceal'd.
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< that both Life and Eftate are forfeited to you by
¢ Law; yet {o forfeited, that the fame Law gives
¢ you the fame Power to preferve, as it doth to
< punifh, whereby your Majefty’s higher Prero-
¢ gative doth not wreftle with it, nor do you In-
fringe thofe Grounds by which you have ever

your Majefty hath for to give Life, and which
1s lefs in the Gift of Eftate, for that the Law calts
wholly upon your felf, and yields 1t as it matter
for Exercife of your Goodnels.

¢ Once it was your Majelty's Gift to me, fo it
may be_ better not taken, for to avoid to take
that, which hath been once their own; and 1
may fay farther, that the Law hath not been fe-
vere upon the Ruin of innocent Pofterity, nor
yet cancelled nor cut off the Merits of Anceitors,
before the Politick Hand of State had contriv’d
it into thefe feveral Forms, as fitted to their Ends
of Government.

¢ To this | may add, that whereupon 1 was
¢ judged, even the Crime it felf might have been
‘ none, if your Majefty’s Hand had not once
¢ touched upon it, by which all Accefs unto your
¢ Favour wasquite taken from me. Yetas icdid
« at length appear, I fell rather for want of well
¢ defending, than by the Violence or Force of any
¢ Proofs; for I fo tar forfook my felf, and my
¢ Caufe, as thatit may be a queftion whether I was
¢ more condemned for that, or for the matter 1t
¢ felf, which was the fubject of that day’s Contro-
¢ verly.

‘ 'l?rhen thus far nothing hath appeared, wherein
¢ vour Majefty hath extended for me your Power,
¢ beyond the reafonable bound; neither doth any
¢ thing ftand fo in the way of your future Pro-
ceedings, but rather make eafy your Majefty’s
avour for my Relef.
¢ \What may then be the Caufe that Malice can
¢ pitch upon, wherefore your Majefty thould not
¢ procecd toaccomphih your own Work? Afper-
¢ [ions are taken away by your Majelty’s letting
* me loofe to the utmoft power of Law, with
* the Lives of fo many Offenders, which yieldeth
¢ the World Subjects of Sorrow rather than Ap-
¢ petite to more Blood. But Truth and Innocen-
¢ ¢y protect themfelves in poor Men, much more
¢ in Kings; ncither was there fuch Afperfion
1
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(God knows) in any poflibility towards your Ma-
jefty, but among thole who would create thefe
Pretences to miflead your Majelty, and thereby
make me miferable; 1f not this (whereof the
Virtue and Ufe was in the former time and is
now determined) there I1s not any but your
Pleafure, ,
¢ Itis true, Iam forfeited #0 your Majefty, but
not agasiff you by any treafonable or unfaithful
Adt; belides, there is tobe yielded a diftinétion
of Men, as n Faults; in which I am of both
under the neareft degrees of Exception.

¢ Yet your Majefty hath pardoned Life and
Eftate to Traitors and Strangers, fometimes the
onc, fometimes the other; nay, to fome con-
cerned mn this Bufinels, wheren 1 fuffer, you
have pardoned more unto themy, than I defire,
who (as 1t1s reputed) if they had come to the
Teft, had proved Copper, and fhould have
drunk of the bitter Cup as well as others.

* ButI do not by this envy your Favours to any
Perfons, nor {eck Ito draw them into the Yoke

“ with my felf, but applaud your Majefty’s Good-
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governed, {0 as the Refiftance is not great, that,
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‘ nefs, being in that refpet in a near poflibility
¢ to come at me 3 befides this, to Lhwes your Ma-
¢ jefty has given an Eftate, (which 1s a greater
¢ Gift than Life, becaufe it extends to Pofterity,)
who was the worft deferver in this Bufinefs, an un-
offended Inftrument, who might have prevented
all After-mifchief, but for his own Ends fuffered
it, and by the like Arts afterwards betrayed 1t.
¢ To this I may add Trgfam m the Powder--
Treafon, upon whofc Succeffors I do not caft any
of hus Infamy, yet he preferved himielf to Pofte-
rity 3 fo as what he, or others fuch as he, have
defrauded by the Arts of Law, and whom their
own unfaithfulnefs made fafe; I have much ado
to hold my Ingenuity and Confidence, how ic
may be, becaule I diftrufted not your Majelty,
or becaufe it returned in your Power from whom
I had it.. Is 1t 1n danger to be broken or dil-
membred? Let me hope that there is nothing,
which by Favour may be exculed, or by In-
duftry might have been avoided, that will fail
me, where your Majefty 1s to determine, It is
not I, that put your Majefty in mind oppor-
¢ tunely, it 1s he, that was your Creaturey itis
¢ Somerfet with all your Honours and envious
¢ Greatnefs, that 1s now in queftion. Kings
¢ themlelves are protefted from the breach of
Law, by being Favourites and God’s Anointed ;
which gives your Majelty litke Privileoe over
yours, as I took from Dotor Donse his Sermon,
That the Goodnefs of God is not fo much ac-
knowledged by us in being our Creator, as in
being our Redeemer ; norin that he hath chofen
us, as that nothing can take us out of his hand ;
which 1 your Majelty’s remembrance let me
challenge and hope for: for the firlt accefles of
Favour, they may be afcribed unto one’s own
pleafing themfelves, but that appears to be for
¢ our Sakes, and for our Good, when the fame for-
¢ fakes not our civi} Defires.

¢ This Redemption I crave, not as to my own
¢ Perlon, but with your Benefits once gtven ; nor
‘ do I affume them very deep, for I have volun-
¢ tanily departed from the hopes of my Penfion,
¢ Place, Office; I only cleave to that which is fo
¢ heele, as thac 1t will {uffer no parting or dimi-
¢ nution.

“ And as i my former Letters, fo by this, I
‘ humbly crave of your Majelty not to let the
¢ Prattices of Court work upon your Son the
¢ Priuce, not fearing the Sufferings of my Lofs
¢ in that particular fo much (for I cannot lofe it
¢ but willingly all with 1t,) as for to take off the
¢ Stage, that which in the attempt may prove
¢ Inconvenient,
¢ Butif your Majefty have any refpeéts to move
you to fufpend your Goodnefs towards me, let
that which 1s mine reft in your own Hands, till
that you find all oppofite Humours conformed
to your Purpole. +
‘ T have done wrong to myfclf, thus to enter-
tain fuch a doubt of your Majefty ; but the un-
relenting of Adverfaries, which, when you will
have them, will foon alter ; and that all this while
I have received nothing of prefent Notice for
Direttion, or to comforr me from your Maje-
{ty, hath made me to cxpoftulate with my felf
thus hardly : for God is my Judge, Sir, I can
never be worthy of 1ty if I have thefe Marks put
upon me of a T7aiter, as that tumbling and dif-
ordering of that Eftate, would declare. The

Divorce
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The Conitefs of Somerlet’'s Pardon.

¢ Divoree from-your Prefence, lays too mucl: upon
¢ me, and this wonld upon bo:ih. ‘ §

¢ [ will fay no further, neither In that 1.?mch
< your Majefty doubted my aptr}efs to fall into :
“ for iy Caufe nor iy Confidence is not 1 I.btzt‘D;-
< Rrefs, os for toufe that Mean of Incerceffioi o T]ny
¢ thing befides; but to remember your Marefty that
¢ 1 am the Workmanfhip of your Hands, and bear
¢ your Stamp decply imprinted in all the Charatters
¢ 'of Favour ; that I was the firft Plant ingrafted by
¢ your Majefty’s Hand in this Place, therefore not
¢ to be unrooted by the fame Hand, left 1t {}}ould
¢ raint all the fame kind with the Touch of that
¢ fatalnefss and that I was even the Sqn of a Fa-
whofe Services are regifter’d in the firft

and Imprefitons I took of your Mar-
as a Foundatton-

¢ ther,

¢ HHonours :
¢ jefty’s Favour, and laid there

¢ Stone of that Building,
S‘ ?Illhcfe and your Majefty’s Goodnels for to re-

. ceive them, is what I rely upon, praying for
¢ your Majelty’s Profperity ; I am in all humblenels,

Your Majefty’s
Lt?_}'m} Scrvant and Crealure,
R. Somerfet.
On the 18th of Fauuaiy 1621, the King by Or-

der of Council granted them the Liberty of retiring
te a Country-Houfe.

Ar White-hall, Januvary the 18¢h, 1621,

Prefent,
L. Keeper. L. Brooke,
L. Treafurer My, Treafurer.
L. Prefident, My, Secretary Calvert.

L. M Hamiiton,
Eari Marfbal

L. Vif. Falkland,
L. Digby,

Mr. Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer,

Mafter of the Rolls.

« § & 7 Hereas his Majefty is gracioufly pleafed
‘ to enlarge and fet at liberty the Earl of
o Somerfet and his Lady, now Prifoners 1n the

Tower of London; and that neverthelels it is
* thought fit that both the faid Earl and his Lady
* beconfined to fome convenient Place: Itis there-
¢ fore, according to his Majefty’s gracious Pleafure
“ and Command, ordered, That the Earl of
¢ Somerfet and his Lady do repair cither to Grays or
* Cowfbam, the Lord Walling fora’s Houlfes, in the
¢ County of Oxoir, and remain confined to one or
“ either of the faid Houfes, and within three Miles
¢ Compafs of either of the fame, until farther Or-
¢ der begiven by his Majefty.”

At laft in the Year 1624, about four Months
briore the death of the King they obtain’d their
Pardons notwithflanding the King had formerly
made a folemn Declaration *, that he would never

pardon any Perfon who fhould appear to have been
concerned 1n this Murder.

Te Countefs of Somerfer’s Pardon.

Jacobus Rex,

% E Xoinibus ad guos, &c, faluten. Cum tam
Jufiic, quam snifericord’ fontes a folio Regis
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ille juftitic i memorabili cafu mortis & inttifeitio-
nis Thoma Overbury mil. curju conftanti, & reifo
a nobisy, & cura noffra wvegia fluxity & derivatis
eff, in noftram &G fubditoruin fatisfeFioneis plena-
riain : Cumque divers’ & multiplices caus®, & M-
frva clementic noff occurrant, que mifericordian
noff. regiam erge Franciicam Carr naper Comitiff.
Someriet promovere pofint, prafertiin cede ifla tor
(T tal’ exemplis juflitie jam antea expiala, precipue
verg diay quariin prime ed palvem ejus < amicos
[pefiat, familiamque &5 profapiain pranobil, altera
od eam 1pfein, quod lip. 5 [pontaneé deliffuin futii
coufefla fity fe frbinittendo S proflerucndo ad iui-
[ericordic ncff. altare, non folum duraste tenpore
fncarcerafionis fue, vernin eliam puolice I3 i ju-
dicio. Cumque Y'ho, Dominus Ellfinere Cancelrar.
i, Anglie, & magnus Senefeallus nr Aiglice ea
vice exiffens, wecnon omines Ppares ejus per guoridin
judicinm convitfa fuit ad bumil. Petitionem efufden:
Francilcee pudiice fal? promiffo fuo ad urercedead.
pro ifericordia nofira regia erga enm folenniter |2
coftiinxerint. Imprimis aatem wnobifcuin perpen-
dentes natur’ delifiz ejus nade 1p/n tndisial® arraig-
nat’ convicl’ 3 concemnal’ fit (viz.) quod non
fuer? procelf. & judicinm tanquam de princival, fed
de accelforia ante faii’ eague ipfa procuratio ex con-
[celerata inftipaticne hoininumn quor undam jenobilinm
originem [ufeepifle widetnr,  Scails guod nos pie-
tate moli de gratia nofira [peciali ac certa friend
{5 wero moty no¥ pardonavimus, remifimas, &
relaxaviimus, ac per prefentes piro nob® hared’ &S
fucc® noftris pardoiainus, vemittimus, & relaxamus
prafar’ Franfcifce Carr nuper Comitiff. Somerfet,
fen quocunque alio nomine, cognoinine five additione
nominis vel cognominis, digiitatisy loci vel locorum
eadern Franfcifca feiatur, cenfeatur, vocetur, five
nuncupetur, aut nuper feiebatur, cenfebatur, vocaba-
tr, five nuncupabatur, occifionei, necem, veneinatio-
nem, intoxicationem, morici, feloniam, & felonican
snterfectionem prad. Thoma Overbury mil. feu quo-
cungue alio nomine, cognomine, five additione no-
mims vel cognominis loci vel locor® idem Thomas
Overbury mil. feiatur, cenfeatur, vocetur five nuncu-
petur, aut nuper feiebatur, cenfebatur, vecabatur, froe
pancupabatur, per ipfam Francifcam per fe folaw five
cum altqua alia perfona frve aliquidus al’ perfonis
quibufcung:e, quomodocrigue qualilercungue, quan-
docunque [en ubicungue fal¥ commiff five perpetras®
ac omnes &5 omnimodas confpirationes, felonias,
abettationes, procurationes, incitationes, confor-
tation’  manulenfion’ auxtliationes, condulfiones,
mandat’  confilia, critua, tranfprefliones, male-
fatta, offenf. &3 deliil® quecunque pred. mortein, oc-
cifionein, necen, venciaaticiein, ihtoxicationem, felo-
niam €3 felonicam interfelionem pred. Thome
Overbury mil. in aliguo tangen. frve concern. ac ac-
ceffar. eorundem fain ante fallum, quam poft faltum,
ac fugam, & fugas fuperinde fafi, licet cadem
Francifca de perimiff. vel aliquo premiffor. indiflata
npelit. appellat. rediat. wvocat. waviat, convill.
condeinnat. attindi. five adjudicat. per judicium pa-
rinm fuorum coreimn preed. mnagino Senefcallo noffio
Angl. vel alr. guomodocungue exiftit vel non exiffit,
aut indiftari, impetiri, appellari, reltari, wocari,
waviarly, convinci, condemnariy atiingi, frve ad-
judicari coutigerit in futur. ac oimnia o3 fingula in-
diftamenta, judicia condernationes, exectfiones, pe-

promanare vonfueverint & debeant s quibus prior  nas, moriis panas, corporal. punicioies, ac omnes al,

¥ At the timz ihen this Profecution was frfl fer on foor, the King gave o firiff Charge to the Judzes tomake adiligemt feavch and

1';:54;:.';;* Intothz .Er::rf.!, and told rf:am, It CYLr e fpur.:d any l’.hﬂt were guih}r, he wifis'd the curle of Uod n‘ﬁgh{ light on him,
ana hiy Poftericy.
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. panas, & panalilal. quafcrnque de pro frve concern.
Nmiortem,” occiffioncin, necem, venenationen, intoxica-
tionein, feloniam, & felonicam interfetFionem preed.
Thome Overbury mil, in fup. vel verfus ipfain
Francifcam bab. faif. reddit, ffve adjudicat. ant sin-
pefter. babend. fiend, reddend. jive adjudicand. aut
qu.e nos verfus ipfam Francilc’ pro premiff. vel ali-
qiuo pre miffor, babuin?’ habeir’ _ﬁ’u impaft. babere po-
terimus, ant baered. feu fuc. babere poterint.in futur,
(Imprifonament. ad arbitiinm nr’ vegium aut refiric.,
ulle modvad locum certum Anglice confining, tentuin
except.) Pardonamus infuper ac per prefenr’ pio iob.
bared. € fucer. nr’ remitt. & relax. prefas. Fran-
cifce giin. & fingul, utlagar. fi que verfus ipfam
Francifc. ratione, five occaftone premiffor. feu eor.
alicujus promulgat. fuer. five 1mpoficr. erunt pronitt-
gand, ac omn. & omnimod, [ef. querel, z'ﬂfpe!ffffﬂﬁ'.f,
(S deinand. quecungue, que nos verfus ipfam Fran-
cifcam pro pranif]. vel aligno premiffor. habuinms,
habem. [ew in futui. babere poteriius, Scétamque
pacis ngftre, que ad wos verfus ipfam Francilc. per-
tiuet, feu pertinere polerit ratione preniffor. feu eor.
alicujus, & firmam pacem ur’ eidein Francilce fnde
deinus & concedimus per prefentes: Noletes quod
eadein Franc. pzr Juft, Vie. Efcactor, Batlivos, feu
aliquos Minifer® ur’ occafionibus preed. feu cor. aliquo
molefletur, perturbetur, fen in aliguo gravetur; ila
temen quod flet vect, in car. ur. S quis veifus eain lo-
qui voluerit de premiffis wel aliquo proiniffor®  Licet
eadem Francifca benawn & [ufficient. [ecurital. nois in-
veniat fecunduin formain & effedtuim cujufdain Afius
Parliaiment. Dowmini Edwardy nuper Regis Anglice
terti, progenilor. mr. anne vegui fui decino apnd
Weltm. tent. edit. de [e bene gerend. ex nunc erga nos
hared, ed fuce. ur’ & cunfium pepulum ni’ Lt ul-
terins pro nobis hered. &S fucc. noflvis de ampliori
gratia noftra [peciali, oc ex certa fticne, & mero
motu noftris woluimus & concedimus per prafentis,
quod he Litt, nre. Paten. pardonationis, ac oinnie
(S fingula in eifdem content, bone, firme, valiae fuff-
cient. &5 effeciual. in lege flabunt, & exiffenty, &
debine nuko giodo wacue devenient s Quodgue tin-
pofier. cadein Franciica ullo moda non indidieinr, ar-
redfelur, impetalur, vexetur, fen gravetur de pro
vel conceraend, mort, occifioncm,necein, venenationen,
inioxicationem, feloniam aut felomicam interfec-
tienein pred. Thomae Overbury mil. qualitercun-
que fen quocrnque niodo idem '1'homas Overbury mil,
od wmoriem fucin devenit. Statut. in Porliament.
Domine Richardi nuper Regis Anglice fecundi, anno
regni fui deciino tertio tent. edit. aut aliquo alio flatut,
aiiu, ordination. proviftone, five refiriéiione in con-
trar, inde non obffan. In cujusrei, Ge. Tefle, e

Ex per francis Bacon,

May it pleafe vour excellent Majefly.

HIS Bill containeth your Majefty’s gra-
ceus Pardon unto the Lady Frances late
Countefs of Sowerfet, tor being Acceflary before
the Fact, of the Death and Impoifonment of Sir
Thoinas Querbury, |
It hath inferted, as Motives to your Majefty’s
Mercy, four refpuctsy that is to fay : The refpect
of her Father, Friendsand Family, '
Her Voluniary Confeflion, both when fhe was
Puifoner, and at the Bar.
The Promife made publickdy by the Lord THigh
Steward, and her Peers, to miercede for your Ma-
Jeity’s Meicy.

. The Countefs of Somerfet’s Pardon.

S
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And that the Crime was not of a Principal, but
of an Acceflary, before the Fa&, by the Inﬂiga'.
tion of bafe Perfons.

T'he like Pardon formerly pafled your Majefty’s
Signature, and is now amended by your Majefty’s
fpecial Diretion from your Royal Mouth, in two
Ponts: The one 15, That Imprifonment in the
Tower, orother Confining at your Majefty’s Plea-
fure, 1s not pardoned. The other, that the fo-
lemn Promife made at her Arraignment by the
Lord Steward and the Peers to intercede to your
Majefty for your Mercy, is inferted.

Firancis Bacon.

The aforefaid Bill tranflated into Englifh.

Fames Rex,

HE King to whom, &c. Greeting,  Where

as the Fountatns, as well of Mcrcy as Juitice,

are wont and ought to flow from the King’s
Throne s of which the former of Juftice in the me-
morable Cafe of the Death and Murder of Sir Ths-
mas Querbury, n a conftantand right Courfe, hath
flowed and 1s derived fromus and our Royal Court,
for the full Saustaltion of our Self and Subjelts.
And whereas divers and manifold Caufes of our
Clemency occur, which may move our Regal
Mercy towards Lrances Carr, late Countefs of
Semeifet 5 chiefly, that Murder, with fo many and
tuch Exampics of Juftice, before this time expia-
ted; efpecially two, whereof the firft refpeCteth
her Father, and Friends, and Family, and noble
Progeny ; the other hath refpe®t to herfelf, be-
caufe fhe frecly and willingly confefled her Offence,
fubmitting and proftrating her felf at the Altar of
our Mercy, not only during the time of her Im-
prifonment, but alfo publickly, and in her Trial,
And forafmuch as Thomas Lord Ellefinere, our
Chancellor of England, and being our High Stew-
ard of Euglend in that behalf, and all her Peers,
by whofe Judgment fhe was convi®t, at the hum-
ble Peutton of the faid Frauces publickly made,
{olemnly bound themfelves by their Promife, to
intercede for our Royal Mercy towards her ; And
firft weighing with ourfelves the nature of her Of-
fence, upon which fhe was indicted, arraigned,
convicted and condemned, wviz, That the Procefs
and Judgment were not as of a Principal, but as
of an Acceflary before the Fact, and that the feemed
to have begun by the Procurement and wicked In-
figation of certain bafe Perfons: Know ye, that
we, moved with Pity, of our fpecial Grace, and
of our certain Knowledge, and our mere Motion,
have pardoned, remitted and remifed, and by
thefe Prefents for us, our Heirs and Succeflors,
do pardon, remile, and releafe to the aforefaid
Frances Carr, late Countels of Somerfet, or by
what{ocver other Name, or Surname, or addition
of Name, or of her Surname of Digpity, Place, or
Places, the fame Frances may be known, efteemed,
called, or named, or lately was known, efteemed,
called or named, the Slaughter, Killing, Porfoning.
Bewitching, Death, Felony and felontous Murder-
ing of the aforelaid Sir Thomas Overbury; or by
whatfocver other Name, Surname, or addition of
Name or Surname, of Place or Places, the faid
ow Thomeas Querbury may be known, efteemed,
called or named, or lately was known, efteemed,
cailed or named, by the faid Framces, by herfelf
alone,
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good, firm, valid, fufficient and effeftual in the: -
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alone, or with any other Perfon, or any other Per--

{ons whatloever, howfoever, in what manner fo-
ever, whenfoever, or wherefoever done, commit-
ted, or perpetrated 5 and all, and all manner of
Confpiracics, Felonies, Abetments, Procurements,
Incitations, Partnerfhips, Maintainances, Helps,
Hirings, Commands, Counfels, Crimes, Tranf-
grcffions, Wrongs, Offences and Faults what-
foever, the aforefaid Death, Slaughter, Killing,
Poifoning, Bewitching, Felony and felonious
Murdering of the aforefaid Sir Zhomas Overdury,
in any wife touching or concerning. And the
Acceffary of them, as before the Fadt, asafter the
¥a&, and Flight and Flights made thercupon, al-

tho’ the faid Frances of the faid Premifes, or any.

of the Premifes ftand, or not ftand ndicted, 1m-
peached, appellat. vocat. reiial. waviat . convicted,

condemned, attainted, or adjudged by the Judg-
ment of her Peers, before the aforefaid High

Steward of England, or otherwife howloever, or
thence in time to come {hall appear to be indiéted,
impeached, appellar. reflori, vocari, waviari, Con-
viéted, condemned, atrainted or adjudged. And
all and fingular IndiCtments, Judgments, Condem-

nations, Executions, Pains of Death, Pains of

Corporal Punifhments, and all other Pains and
Penalties whatfoever of, for, or concerning the
Dcath, Slaughter, Killing, Poifoning, Bewitching,
Felonics, and felonious Murdering of the aforefaid
Sir Thomas Overbury, in, upon, or againit the fame
Frances, had, made, returned, or adjudged; or
hereafter to be had, made, retarned, or adjudged,
or which we againft the fame Frances may have in
time to come (Imprfonment at our Royal Plea-
fure, or Reftraint, confining to a certain Place
only excepted.) Moreover, we do pardon, and
by thefe Prefents for us, our Heirs and Succeffors,
remnit and remife to the aforefaid Frauces, all and
every Outlawries which agan{t the fame Frasces,
by reafon or occafion of the Premifes, or any of
them, have been procliimed, or hereafter fhall be
proclaimed; and all, and all manner of Suits,
Complaints, Impeachments, and Demands what-
{foever, which we againil the fame Fraunces, for the
Premifes, or any of the Premifes, have had, have,
or in time to come fhall have ; and the Suit of
our Peace which appertained to us againft the fame
Frances, or may appertain by reafon of the Fremi-
fes, or any of them. And by thefe Prefents, We
do give and grant our firm Peace to the fame Fian-
ces, willing that the fame Frances, by the Juftices,
Sheniffs, Liicheators, Bailiffs, or any other our
Minifters, by the Occafions aforefaid, or any of
them, be not molefted, troubled, or in any man-
ner vexed 3 {o as neverthelefs fhe ftand nght 1n
our Court: if any towards her fhould {peak con-
cerning the Premifes, or any of the Premifes, al-
though the faid Frances do not find good and {uffi-
cient Security, according to the Form of a certam
A& of Parliament, of the Sovereign Lord Edward
the Third, fate King of England, our Progenitor,
held at #eftininfter, in the tenth Year of his Reign,
for her good Behaviour from henceforth towards
us, our Heirs and Succeffors, and all our People.
And farther, for us, our Heirs, and Succeffors, of
our more ample {pecial Grace, and out of our cer-
tain Knowledge, and our mere Motion, we will
and grant by thefe Prefents, That thefe our Let-
ters-Patent of Pardon, and all and fingular the
Things contained in the fame, fhall fiand, and be
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Law, and from.henceforth fhall by no'means be- .

come vold. .And that in time to-come, the faid-
Frances, by any means, fhall hot be indited, ar-
refted, accufed, vexed or troubled of, for, or-con-
cerning the Death, Murder, Slaughter, Poifoning,
Bewitching, Felony, or felonious Killing of the
aforefaid Sir Themas Overbury, howfoever, or by
what{oever Means the faid Sir Thomas Overbury
came to his End: The Statute of the Sovereign
Lord Richard the Second, late King of England,
in the thirteenth Year of his Reign, or any other
Statute, Act, Ordinance, Provifion, or Reftri¢tion
to the contrary thereof notwithftanding, In Tef-
timony whereof, &c. Wimefs, (5.

Ex. per Francis Bacon,

DePardonatione [peciali pro Roberro Karr,
nuper Comits Somerfet ¥, -

¢ EX omnibus ad quos, &c, Salutem. Cum
‘ per quandam Inquifitionem captam apud
¢ Civitatem /eftm. in Comitatu Middlefexiz, in
¢ magna Auld Placitorum ibidem, Die Veneris
¢ decimo nomo die Fanuarii, Anno Regni noftrt
¢ Auglie, Francie & Hibernie tertio decimo,
¢ & Scotie quadragefimo-nono, coram

“ Edwarde Coke Milite, Capitali Jufticiario
¢ noftro ad Placita coram nobis tenenda aflignato,
¢ uno de Privato Concilio noftro:

¢ Fulio Cefer Milite, Magiftro Rotulorum
¢ Cancellariz noftre, altero de Privato Concilio
¢ noftro:

¢ Henrico Hobarte Milite, Capitali Jufticiario
¢ noftro de Banco:

¢ Laurentio Tanfield Milite, Capitali Barone
¢ Scaccarii noftri:

¢ Yacobi Althan Milite, uno Baronum Scaccaril
“ noftri :

¢ Fobanne Croke Milite, uno Jufticiariorum
“ noftrorum ad Placita coram nobis tenenda al-
¢ fignato:

¢ Fobaune Dodderidge Milite, altero Jufticiario
¢ ad Placita coram nobis tenenda affignato :

“ Roberte Houghton Milite, altero Jufticiario
‘ noftro ad Placita coram nobis tenenda af-
¢ fignato :

“ Rogero Wilbrabam Milite, Supervifore Curiz
‘ noftre Wardorum & Liberationum :

“ Daniele Dupn Milite, uno Magiftrorum Curize
¢ noftree Requifitionum :

“ Yacobo Ley Milite, Attornato Noftro Curiz
¢ noftre Wardorum & Liberationum :

“ Bt Edwardo Mofeley Milite, Attornato Curie
¢ Ducatls noftrt Lancaftrie :

* Ad tunc Jufticianiis noftris, per Literas Pa-
‘ tentes noftras eis, & quibufcunque gquatuor vel
¢ pluribus eorum, inde confeftas ; ad inquirendum
¢ per Sacramentum proborum & legalium Ho-
‘ minum de Comtatu Middlefexice, ac alils viis,
‘ modis & mediis quibus melius fciverint aut
¢ poterint, tam infra Libertatis quam extra, per.
¢ quos ret Veritas melius fciri poterit, de quibuf-
“ cunque Proditionibus, Mifprilionibus Proditio-
‘ num, Infurretionibus, Rebellionibus, Contra--
¢ falturts, Tonfuris, Loturis, falfis Fabricationibus,
¢ & alus Falfitatibus Monetz hujus Regnt noftr
“ Anglie, & aliorum Regnorum five Dominiorum

Bbb ¢ noftrorum
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¢ noftrorum quorumcunque 3 ac de quibufcunque
¢ Murdris, Feloniis, Homicidis, Interfectionibus,
¢ Burglariis, Raptibus Mulierum, Congregationi-
¢ bus & Conventiculis illicitis, Verborum Prola-
¢ tionmbus, Coadunationibus, Mifprifionibus, Con-
¢ feederationibus, falfis Allegationibus, Tranfgref-
¢ fiombus, Riotis, Routis, Retentionibus, Efcapiis,
Contemptibus, Falfitatibus, Negligentiis, Con-
¢ celamentis, Manutenentiis, Oppreflionibus, Cam-
¢ biparuis, Deceptiontbus, & aliis Malefactis, Of-
¢ fenfis & Inurs quibufcunque; Nec non Ac-
¢.ceffarits eorundem nfra Comitatum pradictum,
‘. tam infra Libertates quam extra, per quofcunque
¢ & qualitercunque fattis, habitis, perpetratis five
¢ commiflis, & per quos vel per quem, cu vel
¢ quibus, quando, qualiter & quomodo; ac de
¢ aliis Articulis & Circumftantuis preemifla, & co-
* rum quodhbet, five eorum aliquod vel aliqua
¢ qualitercunque concernentibus plenius veritatem;
¢ & ad cafdem Proditiones, & alia Premufla au-
¢ diendi & terminandi, fecundiim Legem & Con-
¢ fuetudines Regni noftri Auglie aflignatis, reci-
¢ tantes quod cum Ricardus Wefton, nuper de
¢ London, Yeoman, Deum prae Oculis fuls non ha-
¢ bens, nec acerbiffimas Poenas & Punittones con-
“ tra MalefaCtores per Leges & Statuta hujus
¢ Regni Auglie edita & provifa, atque quoudie
¢ in Exemplum & Terrorem eorundem in Exe-
¢ cutionem pofita, aliqualiter verens; fed Inftiga-
¢ tione Diabolici motns & feductus, machinans &
* intendens quendam Thomam Overbury Militem,
¢ pon folum m graviffimos, odiofiffimos & per-
¢ culofitlimos Morbos inducere, verum etiam pra-
< fatum Thomam Ouverbury de Vitd fua felomice
¢ & voluntarié deprivare atque {poliare, & ne-
¢ quifiimam Intentionem illam atque Animi ful
“ impium propofitum praedictum cfficere; Nono
¢ die Maij Anno Regni noftri Auglie, Francic,
« & Hiberunie undecimo, & Scotie quadragelimo-
¢ fexto, apud Turrisie London, in Parochia Oim-
“ ninm Sanélorum Barking, n Warda Turris Lou-
¢ don, ex Malitia fua pracogitata, quoddam Ve-
¢ nepum Coloris fubviridis & {ubflavi (Auglice
of a greenifh and yellowifh Colour) vocatum Kofe-
acre, In Manus fuas obtinuerit & acquifiveric:
Ac prediCtusRicardus 1effon, cildem Die & An-
 no apud Turrim London praediCtam in Parochia
¢ & Warda preediclis, {ciens predi¢tum Venenum,
* vocatum Rofeacre fore Venenum mortale, idem
¢ Ricardus Wefton Venenum praediftum vocatum
¢ Rofeacre, cum quodam genere Jufcult (Auglice
¢ Brath) 1n quodam Difculo per ipfum Ricardum
¢ Wefton, ad tunc apud Turrim London preedictam,
“ m Parochiz & Warda pradictis, compofuir &
¢ mifcmt, & Jufcelum praediCtum cum Veneno
¢ pradicto, vocato Rofeacre, ad tunc apud Turrin
¢ London praditam in Parochia & Warda pra-
“ dictis, vitaverit & infecerit et Intentione, ut
“ dem Ricardus Wefton preefatum Thomam Over-
“ Jury cum Veneno predito, fic, ut preefertur,
¢ compolito & muxto, interficeret & murdraret,
“ Bt predictus Ricardus Wefton, Jufculum pre-
¢ diltum fic per ipfum Ricardum Iefton, ut pre-
¢ fertur, vittatum & infeGum, & cum Veneno
¢ preditto compofitum & mixtum, prefato Thow.e
 Querbury, ad tunc apud Twrrim London prae-
* dictam, in Parochii & Wardd prediftis, felo-
¢ nice, voluntarié &. ex Malitia {ua pracogitata,
‘ tanquam falubre Jufculum ad edendum pre-
* buenit & dederit: Super quo pradiftus Thomas
“ Querdury credens priediCtum Jufculum, fic, ut
¢ priefertur, cum Veneno predicto per prafatum
4

"

o]

€
&

The Pardon of Robert Earl of Somerfet 22 Jac. I.

*- Ricardum Wefton compofitum, mixtum, vitiatum
‘- & nfectum, fore falubre, idem Thomas Overbury
“ poftea, fcilicet, eifdem Die & Anno apud Turriz
¢ London pradiftam, in Parochid & Wardi pre-
¢ diths, preditum Jufculum fic, ut prafertur,
‘ per prefatum Richardum Wefton, cum Veneno
- predicto compofitum, mixtum, vitiatum & in-
tectum, ad tunc apud Turrim London, in Parc-
¢ chia & Warda predictis, ceperit & comederit.

¢ Cumque etiam predi@us Ricardus I¥eftor
“ poftea, icilicet, primo Die Funii Annis undecuno
¢ & quadrageflimo-fexto fupradidis, in Parochia
¢ & Warda pradicts, ex Malitia fua preecosirara,
“ quoddam aliud Venenum in Pulvere vocarum
“ white Arfenick, in Manus {uas obtinuerit & ac-
“ quiliverit, & praedictus Ricardus IWeflor ad tunc,
* fcihcet, pradifto primo Die Fanii Annis fupra-
dictis, iciens praediCtum Pulverem, vocatum
¢ woite Arfenick, fore mortale Vencnum, idem
Ricardus Weflon, ea Intentione ut idem Ricardus
Wefion cum Veneno predicto, vocato white
Arfenick, prafatum Thomam Overbury magis
celeriter interficeret & murdraret, Venenum
illud,vocatum white Arfenick, tanquam falubrem
pulverem, ad edendum praefato Thome Qverbury
ad tunc, feilicet, pradicto primo Die Funii Annis
‘ {upradictis, apud Turrim London pradictam, in
“ Parochia & Warda pradiétis, felonicé, volun-
taric & ex Malitia fua pracogitata, prabuerit &
¢ dederit; fuper quo pradictus Thomas Overbary,
credens pradi¢tum Pulverem, vccatum <white
¢ Arfenick, tore falubrem Palverem, idem Thomas
Ouerdury Pulverem pradidtum, vocatum white
¢ drfenick, ad tunc, icilicet, predi@o primo Die
Junii Annts {upradifis, apud Twrrim Londorn
“ predictam, in Parochia & Warda pradiéis,
¢ fumplerit & comederit,

“ Cumque etiam predi®us Ricardus 3Wefton
¢ poltea, icilicet, decimo Die Fx/i; Annis undecimo
¢ & quadragefimo-fexto fupradictis, apud Twrrim
¢ London predictam, in Parochia & Warda pra:-
dictis, ex Malitia fua pracogitata, quoddam
¢ allum Venenum, vocatum Mercury fubliimate, in
“ manus fuas obtinuerit & acquifiverit, ac pra-
¢ dictus Ricardus Wefton ad wnc, fcilicet, pra-
¢ dicto decimo Die Fa/ii Annis fupraditis, apud
* Turrim London preedictam, in Parochia & Warda
preedictis, {ciens Venenum praedi@tum, vocatum
Mercury fublimate, tore mortale Venenum, idem
“ Kicardus Wefton poftea,icilicet, preedicto decimo
“ Die Fulii Annis {upradi@is, apud Turrim Loudoi
¢ predictam, in Parochia & Warda praedictis, Ve-
¢ nenum preedicttum, vocatum Mercury fublimate in
“ Placenus, .dnglice Tarts, pofuerit; & Venenum
¢ pradictum, vocatum Mercury fublimate cum Pla-
¢ centis illis ad tunc, fcilicer, predicto decimo
¢ Die Fulii Anmis fupradi@is, apud Turrim Londor
¢ preditam in Parochia & Warda pradiis, mifcu~
¢ ent; 8&Placentas praedictas cumVeneno pradicto,
“ vocato Mercury fublimate ad wunc, fcilicet, pra-
¢ dicto decimo Die F#/i7 Annis fupradictis, apud
¢ Turrim London predictam in Parochia & Warda
¢ predictis, vitiaveri: & infecerit, i Intentione ut
“ idem Ricardus Wefton prafatum Tho, Overbury
¢ cum Veneno pradicto, vocato Mercury fublimate
¢ fic,ut prafertur, per prefatum Ricard. ¥effon in
¢ Placentis praedictis pofito, & cum Placentis pre-
¢ dittis fic, ut prafertur, mixto, magis celeriter
“ Interficeret & murdraret, Et praedictus Ricardus
¢ Wefton predictas Placentas fic, ut prefertur, per
. prefatum Ricardum Wefton cum Veneno pre-

. dito, vocato Mercury fublimate mixtas, vitiatas
- ¢ &
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¢ & inf-Ctas poftea, fcilicet, praedifto decimo die
¢ Fulii, annis undecimo & quadrage(imoffexgo
¢ preedictis apud Turrim I_.andan Pr;dlﬁam, in
¢ parochia & warda prmdiqtlsa felonice, voluntarie
¢ & ex Malitia fua precogitata tanquam falubrem
¢ placentam preefato Thome Overbury ad edendum
¢ prazbueric & dederit ; fu_per quo predictus Thomas
¢ Querbury, credens prmd:(_ftas placentas fic, ut pre-
¢ fertur, per preefatum Ricardum We_ on cum Ve-
¢ neno predicto, vocato Mercury Sublimaie, mixtas,
¢ vitiatas & infeltas, fore falubres placentas ; idem
€ Thomas Overbury poftea, Icilicet, preditto decimo
¢ die Yuiii, annis undecimo & quadragelimo-fexto
¢ {upradictis, apud Turrim London praedictam, in
¢ parochia & warda pradictis, plcentas praedictas
¢ fic, ut precfertur, per prefatom Ricardum Weflan,
¢ cum Veneno predicto, vocato Mer‘mry Sublimate,
¢ mixtas, vitiatas & infeGtas fumpferit & comederit,

¢ Cumque etiam preedictus Ricardts Weffon, &
¢ quidam homo ignotus exiltens Pharmacopola,
« (Anglice, an Apothecary) Deum pre oculis fuis
¢ non hahentes, fed inftigatione Diabolicd mott &
¢ feducti, poftea, feilicet, quarto-decimo die Sep-
< tembris, anno regni noftri Auglie, Francie &
¢ Hibernize undecimo, & Scotie quqdrageﬁmo-fep-
s timo, apud Turrim London prediftam, in paro-
¢ chia & warda praediftis, ex Maliens {uis praeco-
< gitatis, quoddam Venenum, vocatum Adercury
¢ Sublimate in manus {uis obtinuerunt & acquifive-
¢ runt, ac preedi€tus Ricardus Weflon & prafatus
¢ Pharmacopola ad tunc, {cificet, pradicto quarto
¢ decimo die Septembris, annis undecimo & quadra-
¢ gefimo-feptimo fupradictis, {cientes predi¢tum
¢ Venenum, vocatum Moercury Sublimate, ultimd
< mentionatum, fore Mortale Venenum, idem Ri-
< cardus Fefton & praefatus Pharmacopola poftea,
¢ {cilicet, predito quarto-decimo die Septembris,
¢ annis undecimo & quadragelimo-feptimo fupra-
¢ dictis, apud Turrim London preediftam, in paro-
¢ chia & warda praedictis, Venenum praedictum,
¢ vocatum Mercury Sublimate, ulumo mentionatum
¢ in quoddam Clifterium (Anglice 8 Gliffer) ma-
¢ litiose, diabolicé, felonicé & voluntarié impofue-
¢ rint, & Clifterium prediftum cum Veneno prz-
¢ dito, vocato Mercury Sublimate, ultimo mentio-
¢ pato ad tunc, fcilicet, quartodecimo die Septem-
¢ bris, annis undecimo & quadragefimo-feptimo
¢ {fupradictis, apud Turrim London prediftam in
¢ parochia & warda predictis, vitiaverint & infe-
¢ cerint, ea intentione ut idem Ricardus Wefton &
¢ preefatus Pharmacopola, prefatum Thomam Quer-
¢ bury cum Veneno praditto, vocato Adercury Sub-
¢ [imate, ultimo mentionato, fic ut preefertur, in
¢ Chfterium pradi¢tum, per prefatum Ricardums
¢ Wefton & pradittum Pharmacopolam, impofitum
¢ magisceleriter interfecerent & murdrarent ; & pree-
¢ diCtus Pharmacopola pro iniquo lucro viginti li-
¢ brarum et in ea parte dandarum & folvendarum,
¢ Clifterum pradictum fic ut prefertur, per pre-
¢ fatum Ricardum Weflon & iplum Pharmacopolam
‘ preediCtum, cum Veneno predicto, vocato Mer-
¢ cury Sublimate, ultimo mentionato vitiatum & in-
¢ teCtum praefato Thome Gverbury, tanquam bonum,
¢ medicinabile & falutare Clifterium pro corpore
© ipfius Thome OQverdury ad tunc, fcilicet, predidto
¢ quarto-decimo die Seprembris, annisundecimo &
* quadragefimo-feptimo fupradiétis, apud Turrim
¢ Lowdoi preedictam, in parochia & warda pradiéiis,
¢ felonice, voluntarie, & ex Malitia fua pracogi-
© tata fuppeditaverint (Anglice, did miniffer) & in
¢ inteftina (Anglice, 2he Guts) ipfius Thome Overbuiy
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¢ infuderint (Anglicé,did infufe and pus up ;) & quod
“ prdiCtus Ricardus WWefton ad tunc, foilicet, pre-
¢ difto quarto-decimo die Seprembris, annis undeci-
*mo & quadragefimo-feptimo fupradictis, apud
“ ‘Turrim Londor predittam, in parochia & warda
“ prediclis, felonicé, voluntarié, & ex Malitia fua
¢ precogitata, fuerit prefens & auxilians eidem
© Pharmacopole in fuppeditatione & infufione pra-
“dicti Clifferii fic, ut preefertur, per prefatum
“ Ricardum Wefton & pradidtum Pharmacopolam
 cum Veneno prediCto, vocato Mercury Sublinate
‘ ultimo mentionato, vitiati & infeti, in inteftina
¢ praeditti Thome Ouverdury 3 & quod immediarté,

* tam poft pradictas feparales captiones & comeftu.-
¢ ras {feparalium Venenorum pradictorum, per pre-
¢ fatum Thomam Overbury in forma pradicta, quam

¢ poft predittam infufionem & fuppeditationem
“ Clifterit praediti in inteltina predi@i Thome
‘ Querbury, per prafatum Pharmacopolam in forma
‘ preedicta, 1dem Thomas Querbury apud Turrim
¢ London prdictam, in parochia & warda praediétis
¢ grotaverit, & i diverfa genera morborum, tam

¢ ratione preedictarum captionum & comefturarum

¢ feparalium Venenorum pradictorum per pradic-

‘ tum Thomam Querbury in forma predi@ta, quam

* ratione Infulionis & Suppeditationis Clitterii pre-

“ dicti in Inteftina ipfius home Overbury, per pre-

¢ fatum Pharmacopolam in forma praediéta, inci-

“ derit, & 1n Corpore fuo varie diftemperatus &

¢ difturbatus devenerit: Et prazdi@us Thamas Over-

¢ bury de'{eparalibus Venenis pradictis & opera-

¢ tione 1nde preedictis feparalibus temporibus, tam

“ captionis & comefture feparalium Venenorum

¢ preditorum per prafatum Thomam Overbury in

* forma praedicta, quam pradicta Infufionis & Sup-

¢ pedtationis Clifterii pradicti in Inteftina ipfius

¢ Thome Overbury per prafatum Pharmacopolam

“in forma pradifta ufque in quintum-decimum

“ diem Septembris, anno regni noftri Auglice, Fran-

‘ cie & Hibernie undecimo, & Scotie quadragefi-

¢ mo-feptimo fupradictis, apud Turrim London pree-
¢ di¢tam, in parochia & warda preediétis, graviter

¢ languebat & intoxicatus fuit 5 quo quidem quinto-
“ decimo die Sepzembris, annis undecimo & quadra-
‘ gelimo-feptimo  fupradiétis, prediCtos Thomas
¢ Querbury apud Turrim Loydon preedictam in paro-
‘chin & warda predictis de {eparalibus Venenis

¢ prediclis obiit venenatus : Et fic predictus Ricar-

“ dus Wefton prefatam Thomam Overbury modo &

¢ forma f{upradictis, felonice, voluntari¢ & ex Mali-
‘tia {ua pracogitata, venenaverit, interfeceric &
¢ murdraverit, contra Pacem noftram, Coronam
¢ & Dignitatem noftras, & in Juriom & Legum
“ noftrarum contemptum manifeftum, & in peffi-
‘ mum exemplum omnium aliorum in tali cafu de-
¢ linquentium, nec non contra formam Statuti in
“ hyjufmodi cafu editi & provifi.

“ Robertus Karr nuper Comes Somerfet, per no-

“ men Roberti Comitis Somerfet nuper de parochia

¢ Santle Margarete in Wefim. in Comite Middlefex
¢ indi€tatus fuit, pro eo quod ipfe, Deum pra ocu-
¢ lis {uis non habens, fed inftigatione Diabolici mo-
¢ tus & fedultus, ante Felonam & Murdrum pre-
¢ dicta, per prefawum Ricardum Weffon modo &
“ forma praedictis felonicé fafta & perpetrata (vi-
‘ delicet) oftavo die Maii anno regninoftri Auglie,
¢ Francie & Hibernie undecimo, & Scotie qua-
¢ dragefimo-fexto fupradiltis, pradiCtum Ricarduin
¢ Wefton, apud predictam parochiam Sanlfe Mai-
“ garete in WWefim, indiCo Comite Middlefex ad Fe.
¢ loniam & Murdrum preediGta modo & forma pre.
' Bbbz2 ¢ dictis
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¢ dictis facienda & perpetranda malitiosé, felonice,
¢ yoluntarié & ex Malitid fud praecogitat2, nclita-
¢ vit, movit, preecepit, conduxit, auxiliatus fuit,
¢ abbetavit, procuravit & confuluit contra Pacem
¢ noftram, Coronam & Dignitatem noftras, nec non
¢ contra formam Statuti in hujufmoni cafu editi &
¢ provifi, prout per IndiCtamentum pradittum 1n
¢ Curia noftra coram nobis de Recordo remanens,
¢ plenius liquet & apparet.

¢ Cumgque prefatus Robertus Karr nuper Comes
¢ Somerfet, fuper preditam Inquifitionem in modo
¢ & forma prdittis captam, de & fuper Accefa-
¢ riis Feloniz & Murdri predittorum, ante Felo-
¢ niam & Murdrum illa facta & perpetrata in ea-
¢ dem Inquifitione contenta mentionata, arreftatus,
¢ convictus, attinftus & adjudicatus exiftit, prout

¢ per Recordum inde plenius liquet & apparet.

¢ Sciatis quod Nos,

¢« Oculis veré regiis & gratiofis Preemiffa 1ntuen-
¢ tes, nec non gratiffima & fideliffima fervitia qua
< Thomas Kari de Farniberft in Regno noftro Scots.e
¢ Miles, Pater preefati Roberti nuper Comitis §o-
¢ merfet, tam prechariflime Matri noftre Dominz
¢ Marie nuper Scotie & Francie Reginz, ob cujus
¢ caufam praedictus Theinas Kaerr exilium & fortu-
¢ parum fuarum jacturam & ruinas conftanti Animo
¢ & Fide pafius eft, quam nobis ipfis fumma cum
¢ Fide & Alacritate multifaric preeftiterit, Animo
¢ benigno recolentes, Pietate ertam mot1 erga ip-
¢ fum nuper Comitem Seinerfet & 1nnocentem So-
¢ bolem fuam ; qui etiam 1pli Rebertns multa Fi-
¢ delia & perquam acceptabilia Servitia Nobis ante-
¢ hac impendit.

¢ De Gratia noftra {peciall, ac ex certc Scientia
¢« & mero Motu noftris, pardonavimus, remifimus,
¢ & relaxavimus, ac per prefentes, proNobis, He-
¢ redibus & Succefloribus noftris, pardonamus,
¢ remittimus & relaxamus prefato Reberto Karr
 nuper Comitt Semerfet, alids dicto Reberto com-
¢ muniter dicto Comiti Semerfet, alias di€to Roderto
¢ nuper Comiti Semerfef, aut quocungue alio No-
* mine, Cognomine, {ive Additione Nominis vel
¢ Cognomints Officii, Honoris, Dignitatis, Loc
¢ vel Locorum 1dem Robdertus Karr {ciatur, cen-
¢ {eatur, vocetur five nuncupetur, autnuper fcieba-
¢ tur, ceniebatur, vocabatur five nuncupabatur,
‘ omnes & omnimodas Conipirationes, Felonias,
¢ Abattationes, Procurationes, Incitationes, Mo-
° tiones, Confortationes, Manutentiones, Praccep-
¢ tiones, Auxtliationes, Conductiones, Mandata,
¢ Conlilia, Crimina, Tran{grefliones, Malefalta,
¢ Offenfa & Deli¢ta quacunque in IndiGtamento
¢ five Inquifitione pradicta fpecificata, Mortem,
¢ Occifionem, Necem, Venenationem, Intoxicatio-
¢ nem, Feloniam, & felonicam InterfeCtionem prz-
¢ dicti Thome Overbury Militis, inaliquo tangentia
“ ive concernentia : Ac Acceffaria eorundem tam
¢ ante Factum quam poft Faftum, ac Fugam &
¢ Fugas fuperinde factas, licet idem Robertus Karr
¢ nuper Comes Somerfet de Pramiffis vel aliquo
 Premifforum indictatus, impertitus, appellatus,
¢ arrectatus, utlagatus, convittus, condempnatus,
¢ attinctus five adjudicatus exiftit vel non exiftit, aut
¢ inde 1ndictar1, 1mpetirl, appellari, retari, utla-
¢ garl, convinci, condempnari, attingi five adju-
¢ dicari contigerit in futurum 5 ac omnia & fingula
‘ Indi¢tamenta, Judicia, Condemnationes, Execu-
* tiones, Pcenas Mortis, Poenas Corporales, Pecu-
* narias Punitiones, Imprifonamentas, Reftrictio-
“nes ad locum certum vel loca certa (Anglice
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¢ Confining) Pcenas & Paenalitates quafcunque, de,
¢ pro,five concernentesMortem,Occifionem, Necem,
¢ Venenationem, Intoxicationem, Feloniam, & fe-
¢ lonicam Interfectionem praedicti Thome Overduiy
¢ Militis, iﬂrﬁaliquo tangentia {ive concernentia :
¢ Ac Acceflaria eorundem tam ante Factum quim
¢ poft Faltum, ac Fugam & Fugas fuperinde Fac-
¢ tas, licet idem Robertus Karr nuper Comes So-
¢ merfet de Pramiflis vel aliquo Premifforum in-
¢ dictatus, impetitus, appellatus, arreCtatus, utlaga-
¢ tus, convictus, condempnatus, attinctus five adju-
¢ dicatus exiftit vel non exiftit; aut inde 1ndictari,
¢ impetirt, appellari, rectari, utlagari, convinci,
¢ condempnari, attingi five adjudicar! contigerit in
¢ futurum 3 ac omnia & fingula Indiamenta, Judi-
¢ cia, Condemnationes, Executiones, Pocnas Mortis,
¢ Peenas Corporales, Pecunarias Punitiones, Im-
¢ prifonamenta, Reftrictiones ad Locum certum
¢ vel Loca certa {(Anglicé Conflining) Peenas & Pee-
¢ nalitates quafcunque, de, pro, five concernentes
¢ Mortem, Occilionem, Necem, Venenationem, In-
¢ toxicationem, Feloniam & felonicam Interfec-
¢ tionem pradictt Thome Overbury Militis, in, fu-
¢ per vel verfus ipfum Robeituis Kary nuper Comi-
¢ tem Semerfet habita, fatta, reddita, five adjudicata,
¢ aut impofterum habenda, fienda, reddenda, five
¢ adjudicanda ; aut qua: Nos verfus ipfum Roderzuim
¢ Karr nuper Comitem Somesfet, pro Premifiis vel
“ aliquo Premifforum habuimus, habemus feu im-
¢ poftertim habere potuimus, aut Faeredes vel Suc-
¢ ceffores noftri ullo modo habere poterint in {u-
¢ turum.
¢ Pardonavimus infuper, ac pro Nobis,Haredibus
¢ & Succefloribus noftris remittimus, pardonamus &
¢ relaxamus praefato Reb. Kair nuper Com, Somerfee
“ omnes & fingulas Utlagaria, i qua verlus pree-
¢ diftum Rob. Karr nuper Comitem Soierfet, ratione
¢ five occafione premifforum, {ive eorum alicujus
¢ promulgate fuerint, {ive impofterum erint pro-
¢ mulgand® 5 ac omnes & omnimodasSectas, Que-
¢ relas, Impetitiones & Demanda quzcunque, que
¢ Nos, verius ipfum Roebertum Kari nuper Comitem
¢ Somerfet, pro Premiflis vel aliquo Premifforum
¢ habuimus, habemus, {feu m futurum habere po-
¢ tuerimus : Sectamque Pacis noftie que ad nos
¢ verfus ipfum Robertam Karr nuper Comitem So-
¢ merfet pertinet {eu pertinere poterit ratione pra-
¢« mifforum, five eorum alicujus, & firmam Pacem
¢ noftram eidem Reberto Karr nuper Comiti So-
¢ merfer damus & concedimus per Prafentes,
¢ Nolentes quod 1dem Robeitus Karr nuper Co-
¢ mes Soimerfet, per Vicecomites, Jufticiarios, Ef-
¢ caetores, Ballivos five alios Miniftros noftros oc~
¢ calionibus praedictis feu eorum aliquo, moleftetur,
¢ occafionetur, perturbetur, feu in aliquo gravetur,
¢ licet idem Robertus Karr, nuper Comes Somerfef,
¢ non inveniat fufficientes Manucaptiones fiveSecuri-
¢ tates, juxta formam & effe@um cyjufdam Adétug
¢ in Parliamento Domini Edwardi nuper Regis
¢ Anglie Tertii Progenitoris nolftri, Anno Regui
¢ fui decimo, apud Weftmonafleriuns tento, editi, de fe
¢ bene gerendo, exnunc, erga Nos, Hzredes & Suc-
¢ ceflores noftros & cun¢tum Populum noftrum.
¢ Sciatis ulterius quod nos, de uberiori Gratia
¢ noftrd fpeciali, & ex certd Scientid & mero Motu
¢ noftris, pro Nobis, Heredibus & Succefforibus no-
¢ ftris concedimus prefato Robertus Karr, nuper
¢ Comiti Somerfet, & Haredibus futs, quantum in
¢ nobis eft, quod i1dem Robertus Karr, nuper Co.
¢ mes Somerfer, de cemtero plene & integre ad.
¢ judicetur, habeatur & reputetur in lege de &
~ ‘ 1n
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< in eifdem hujafmodi & confimilibus honore,
¢ ftatu, ordine, dignitate, ftilo, fanguine, & loco
¢ honoris & przcedentiz, ad ornnes mtentiones_&
¢ propofita, ac fi predicte felona, venenatio, in-
< toxicatio & felonica interfectio prafati Thome
¢ Qverbusy, militis & acceffaria eorundem, & pre-
¢ dictaz confpirationes, fclom_a, abettationes, pro-
< curationes, incitationes, motiones, confortattones,
< profcriptiones, auxiliationes, condemnationes,
< mandata,confilia, & alia malefaéta, tranfgrefliones
< & oftenlz, per ipfum, per fe folum, aut cum
¢ aliis nunquam facta commiffa: ﬁ_ve_ perpetra-
« ta fuiffent, & prout preedite convittiones, con-
« demnationes, judicia, utlagaria five attinCture
+ nunquam habita, data, {feu promulgata fuiffent :
¢« Aceundem Robertum Karr, nuper Comitem
< Someifet, & heeredes fuos ad omnia & fingula
« dignitates, ftatus, preheminentias fanguinis, loci
¢ honoris, ordinis & pracedentia quecunque, qua
¢ idem Robertus Karr, nuper Comes Soinerfet,
« ratioae aligunorum pradittorum  convictionum,
¢ judiciorum, utlagariarum five attincturarum, feu
<eorum alicajus, amifit feu forisfecit plenaric
s quantum in nobis eft damus, reddimus & re-
¢ flicnimus per Prefentes, adeo plene, libere &
¢ integré ad omnes Intentiones & propofita, ac
¢ §iidem Robertus Karr, nuper Comes Somcr/fez,
« praedictalclonaant aliaMalefacta nunquam com-
mul1{fict aut pcrpctralﬁct; aut pro exdem Indic-
ratus, arrectatus, convictus, utlagatus aut attinctus
¢ punquam  extitifict :  quodque 1dem Raberm.f
¢ Kary, nuper Comes Somerfet, & hazredes fui
¢ de cetero & deinceps {quantum n nobis eft)
¢ funt & crunt in lege capaces & habiles in fan-
¢ ouine, ac de cretero & deinceps fore haeredes
¢ ad omnes & fingulos anteceflores lineales five
¢ collaterales fuos quofcunque, & {quantum in
¢ nobis ¢ft) ad petendum, habendum, hzreditan-
¢ Jum & gaudendum omnia & fingula, honores,
¢ maneria, dominia, terras, jura, titulos,actiones &
¢ hereditamenta queecunque 1mpoftertm  defcen-
¢ dentin feu devenientia, per defcenfum heredi-
¢ tarium ab aliquo anteceflorum {uorum quorum-
¢ cunque. | -

¢ Et ulterius de ampliori Gratia noftra {peciali,
¢ ac ex certa fcientid & mero motu noltris volumus
¢ & concedimus per prefentes, pro Nobis, he-
¢ redibus & fuccefloribus noftris, praefato Roberte
¢ Karr, nuper Comiti Semerfet, heredibus & al-
¢ fignatis fuis, quod ha Litere noftre Patentes,
¢« & omnia & fingula 1n efdem contenta vel ir-
¢« rotulamentum earundem, erunt 1n omntbus &
¢ per omoia firme, valide, bone, {ufficientes &
¢ effeCtuales in lege erga & contra nos, haredes
¢ & fucceflores noftros, tam 10 omnibus curiis no-
¢ {tris quam alibi infra Regnum noftrum Aug-
¢ liz, abfque aliquibus Confirmationibus, Licen-
¢ tiis vel Tolerationibus, de Nobis, heredibus vel
¢ fuccefloribus noftris per praditum Roberium
¢ Karr, nuper Comitem Somerfef, aut haredes
¢ five affighatos f{uos, procurandis vel obtinen-
¢ dis ; quodque impofterum idem Robertus Karr,
¢ nuper Comes Sowierfet, ullo modo non judice-
¢ tur, arrectetur, impetatur, vexetur, feu grave-
¢ tur de, pro, vel concernente mortem, occifio-
¢ nem, necem, venenationem pradiéti Thome O-
¢ gerbury miliis qualitercunque, feu quocungue
¢ modo idem Zhomas Overbury miles ad mor-
¢ tem fuam deveneric: Non obftante ftatuto in
* Parltamento  Domini Ricardi, nuper Regis
diplic fecundl, Anno Regni fui decimo ter-
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‘tio, tento,- Edito: Et non obftante male
“aut non vere recitando vel -mentionando pre-
‘dictum Indictamentum five Inquifitionem fu-
‘ perius in prefentibus mentionatum, vel ali-
‘quam inde Parcellam : Et non obftante non
¢ recitando vel non mentionando aliyuam inqui-
“ filonem de, pro, aut concernentem premiffa
‘ per przfentes pardonata five relaxata, aut eo-
‘rum aliquod vel aliqua, aut aliquo alio Sta-
¢ tuto, Actu, Ordinatione, Provifione, Reftriéti-
‘ one, Materia vel Re, in contrarium inde non
¢ obftantibus.

In Cujus Rei, &%.

Telte Rege apud Weltmonaferium feptimo
die Ofiobris,
Per Breve de Privato Sigiilo.

When King Charles came to the Crown, So-
merfet ufed great Sollicitations for the Recovery

of his Eftate ; for which end he prefented the fol-
lowing Petition,

To the King’s moft Excellent Majefly : The bumble
Petition of Robert Earl of Somerfet.

Shewelh,
¢ HA'T in the Year 1616, after your Peti-
¢ tioner’s Troubles were over, the King

¢ (your Majefty’s Father) was pleafed by the Earl
¢ of Suffolk, the Lord Treafurer, the Earl of /#or-
“ cefter, Lord Privy-Seal, and the Duke of Rich-
< mond, Lord Steward, to make known to your
¢ Petitioner his favourable Intentions towards him,
“ as well touching husPardonand Inlargement, and
¢ the Payment of his Debts, as for his Eftate, of
¢ which they thewed him that his Majefty did mean
¢ to take fome part to the Crown; but would make
¢ up to your Petitioner 1n other Lands to as much
¢ mn Value: and in particular, that with a Manor
¢ which he had in Northamptoufhire,of a Thoufand
¢ Pounds per Ann. there was four Thoufand Pound
¢ of the King’s Lands to be given him, which
¢ fhould be improvable, and be efteem’d at fix
¢ Thoufand Pounds per £ri#, But your Petitioner,
¢ 1n that he had never taken any Lands of Gift
¢ from the King, as for fome other Reafons, did
¢ delay to take hold of that Offer, defiring that he
¢ might be allow’d to keep that Eftate which he
¢ had formerly got, without Prejudice to his Ma-
¢ jefty or any Perfon. In which Hope he refted,
¢ unt1l he found that fome Pieces of it had been
¢ difpofed of. Whereupon, being urged by his
¢ Wife’s Friends, he was content, in the behalf of
¢ her and his Daughter, to give way that they
¢ {hould fue to his Majefty for the Performance of
¢ that which had been proffer’d to your Petitioner ;
¢ but in that he would not appear therein him{elf,
¢ (doubting left that might be underftood to imply
¢ an Aflent on his part to that which had been dore
¢ with his Eftate) it was given otherwife than as
¢ 1t wasat firftintended. Notwithftanding where-
¢ of,and that your Petitioner continued in the fame
¢ mind, without craving any Reparation therein
¢ for the fpace of eight or nine Years after, yet he
¢ found caufe at laft to fue both for his Freedom
¢ and Pardon, and for that Part of his Eftate which
¢ refted 1n the Crown ; which Pardon he had not
¢ above four Months before God took the KEgd
* 4N
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¢ And his Majefty being moved a little before
< concerning your Petitioner’s Effate, (he being
< then at New-Market) profefled that he would
¢ aive Order therein at his coming to #hiteball s
¢. which it pleafed God fo prevent.

. ¢ Since that time he hath fued to your Majefty
¢ by the Duke of Buckingham, the Earl of Pors-
. ¢ Jand, and afterwards by my Lord of Canterbury,
¢ my Lord of Cottington, and others, At the Mar-
¢ riage of his Daughter with the now Earl of Bed-
¢ ford, he was by the Dutchefs of Buckingham and
¢ the Earl of Pembroke defired, for Reafons they
¢ then gave him, not to prefs your Majefty there-
¢ in at that time ; being affured by them, that
¢ whatfoever he had to demand juftly of your Ma-
¢ jefty, or fhould makeappear to have been meant
¢ of him by your Father, you would do him right
“in it. Whereupon he went on, and engaged him-
¢ felf to the late Earl of Bedford, and for his Ule,
“ in which he ftands yet bound, to his exceeding
¢ great Prejudice: All which notwithftanding, and
¢ that he afrerwards did petition your Mayefty for
¢ a Reference in this fame Caufe, yet he could not
¢ then neither obtain any.

¢ Your Petitioner humbly prayeth, That your
¢ Majefty will be pleafed to take into your Confi-
¢ deration this Suit of his, of a nature far differing;
* from all others that are made to'you 3 that which
¢ he craves being only the Performance of what
¢ your Father intended for him, in lieu of fo much
¢ as he had taken of his, and the fame no other-
¢ wife 1n your Majefty to give him, thanas he hath
¢ forborn to take hold of it3 and for which your
¢ Majelty may concetve there hath been a Caufe,
¢ and that not 2 common one, which had made
“ him fo long difpute with himfelf the Receipt of
¢ fo great a Benefit, and wherein his whole For-
¢ tune confifted, and all that he had been getting
‘for many Years, However, he being the fisft
¢ that hath left in the Crown that which he might
¢ have had from ir, may well hope that his Confi-

Petition of Robert Ear/ of Somerfet.

“ dence will not be imputed to him for a Crime, or
 that your Majefty (if he had thereby given you
¢ any Advantage) would think fit to make vfe of
“ ity againft one whom you may have caufe to find,
“ when it comes to be enquired into, that he hath
¢ been more than any trufted by the Crown, and
¢ hath more Proofs to fhew than any other, that
¢ he hath deferved well of the King your Father,
‘of your Majefty, and of all thefe your three
¢ Kingdoms.

¢ His laft and humble Suit to your Majefty is,
¢ That in refpeét of the many Croffes he hath met
¢ with in this prefent Caufe, and thar Time hath
¢ taken away thofe great Men before-mentioned,
¢ as alfo the Earl of Carfifle and others, that were
“ imployed by the King to your Petitioner, or pre-
¢ {ent when be received his Meflage from the
¢ Lords, there remaining only now fome noble
¢ Perfons of a greater Number in this Kingdom,
¢ that can teftify fo much as will give Credit to
* that which 18 deliver’d here ; that your Majefty
 will therefore pleafe to be inform’d by them
‘ what your Petitioner hath further to fay herein
¢ for himfelf, and what they themfelves can re-
¢ port touching the Intentions of the King, your
¢ Majefty’s Father, towards him in this Particular
“ which 1s now fought of you : That after the ma-
¢ ny Lofles he hath fuftained by his want of Accefs
¢ to your Majelty, and the Affiftance of thofe a-
¢bout you, fuch Courfe may be taken now at
¢ length by your Majefty for the repairing him a-
¢ gain, either out of that Eftate which was his own,
¢ or otherwife, as may accord with the Purpofe
¢ of the King your Father, with your Majefty’s
¢ Juftice, and is due to the Demand of your
¢ Petitioner.

And be fhall pray for your Majey's long aud
bappy Reigi.

The Requeft of this Petition was never granted,
and he and his Countefs both died in Obfcurity.

XXX.
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XXX. Proceedings in Parliament againfl Francis Bacon Lord

Verulam, 7Zzfcount St. Albans, Lord-Chancellor of Eng-
land, #pon an Impeachment for Bribery and Corruption 2
the Exemtzoﬂ of bis Office, March 19, &c. 1620. 18 and

1g Jac. L.

Proceepings in the Houfe of Commons.

Jovis 14° die Martin 1620.

IR Robert Phillips reports from
2 the Committee appointed to en-
%5 quire into Abufes in the Courts of
p: Juftice, viz.

2 I am commanded from the faid

SRVHEZER Committee to render an Account
of fome Abufes in the Courts of Juftice, which
have been prefented unto us, In that which I fhall
deliver, are three Parts.

Firft, The Perfon againft whom it s alledged.
Secondly, The Matter alledged.

Thirdly, The Opinion of the Committee.

1. The Perfon againft whom 1t 1s alledged, 1s
no lefs than the Lord Chancellor *, a M.m {o
endued with all Parts, both of Nature and Art,
as that I will fay no more of him; being not
able to fay enough.

2, The Matter alledeed, is Corruption.

3. The Perfons by whom thisis prefented to us,
are two, viz. Awbrey and Egerton,

Awbrey's Petition faith, that he having a Caufe
depending before the Lord Chancellor, and being
tird by Delays, was advifed by fome that are near
my Lord, to quicken the way by more than ordi-
nary Means viz, by prefenting my Lord with one
Jhundred Pounds.

The poor Gentleman, not able by any means
to come to his with’d-for Port, ftruck Sail at this,
and made a fhift to get an hundred Pounds from the
Ufurer 3 and having got it, went with Sie George
Haftings and Mr. Fenkins to Grays-Inn : and being
come to my Lord’s Houfe, they took the Moncy
of him, and carry’d it mn to my Lord Chancellor,
and came out to him again, faying, my Lord,
was thankful, and affured him of good Succefs in

_his Bufinefs.
Sir George Haftings acknowledgeth the giving of
Advice, and carrying In of the Money to my Lord,

* Fraucis Loord Ferulam, VifCount Ss. glbans,”

and faith he prefented it to my Lord as from him.
felf, and not from Awbrey.

This 1s all confirm’d by divers Letters, but it
wrought not the Effe® which the Gentleman ex-
pc&ed for notwithftanding this, he was ftill de-
lay’d.

YF gerton theweth, that he defiring to procure my
Lord’s Favour, was perfuaded by Sir George Hafi-
ings and Sir Richard Xoung, to prefent my Lord
w:th a Sum of Money.

Before this Advice, he had given a Prefent of
52 /. and odd Shillings in Plate, as a Teftimony
of his Love ; but 1s doubtful whether before his cal-
ling to the Seal, or fince: But now by mortgaging
his Eftate he got up 400/ and {ends for Sir George
Hoftings and Sir Richard Young, defives their Al
fiftance 1n prefenting this Money, and told them
how much it was.

.. They took 1t and carry'd it to my Lord Chan-
cellor as a Gratuity from the Gentleman 3 for that
my Lord (when he was Attorney) ftood by him.
My Lord (as they fay) ftarted at firft, faying it
was too much, he would not take it 5 but at length
was perfuaded, becaufe it was for Favours paft,
and took it, and the Gentlemen return’d him
Thanks ; faying that their Lord faid, that he did
not only enrich him, but laid a Tie on him to al-
fift him in all juft and lawful Bufinefs.

Sir George Haftings and Sir Richard Young ac-
knowledeed the Receiving and Dehvery of the
Purfe; but faid they knew not what was in ic.

Then a Queftion was propofed, Whether there
were any Suic depending during thofe Offerings,
either in the Chancery, or the Star-Chamber ; but
there was no certain Evidence of it.

Thus you fee Corruption laid to the Charge of a
Judge too, a great judge; nay, to the Great
Keeper of the King’s Conicience.

Another Point came in by the by, fhewing that
fome tndire¢t Means are fometimes open (I fear
too often) to the Courts of Juftice.

It concerns no lefs a Man than a Divine, (who
is now a Bithop ) but then called Dr. Field. Mr.
Egertan and he being acquainted, and Mr. Eger-
tow’s Mind being; troubled with the ill Succefs of
his Bufinefs, vented it to the Divine, who (con-

trary
+ Bifhop of Landafk.



